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itants, iu order to chuse such officers a,s, by law, towns are [e][i] pow-
ered to chuse in the month of March, annually ; at which said first

meeting all the then present inhabitants shall be admitted to vote.

[^Passed July 4*
;
published July 5.

CHAPTEK 8.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND CONTINUING AN ACT MADE TO PREVENT
DAMAGE BEING DONE ON THE LANDS CALLED NOBSCUSSET, IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF YARMOUTH.

"Whereas the act made and passed in the thirtieth year of his Preamble,

late majesty, King George the Second, intitled "An Act to prevent 1757-58, chap. 8.

damage being done on the lands lying in the township of Yarmouth,
called Nobscusset," which act has been found useful and beneficial,

is expired,—
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of

Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the aforesaid act, and every clause, matter and Actof soth

thing therein contained, be and the same is, hereby, revived and shall ^^edf^
^^" '""

continue in force until the first day in July, which will be in the year

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, and to the

end of the then next session of the general court, and no longer.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That such person or persons as may have been chosen Persons chosen

at the anniversary meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Yar- empowered.

'

mouth, in March last, to see to the observance of said act and to

prosecute the breakers thereof, or that may, at any time during the

continuance of the said hereby-revived act, be chosen or appointed

by said town for that purpose, are hereby as fully impowered (being

first sworn to the faithful discharge of such trust) to take effectual

care that said act be duly observed, and the transgressors thereof

duly prosecuted, as if said act had not expired ; and upon his or their

refusing to accept of and be sworn to such office or trust, shall be

subject to the same forfeiture, to be applied to the same use, as is

therein mentioned ; and upon such refusal the inhabitants of said

town may, and they are hereby, authorized to appoint another person

or persons to that trust, and so, toties quoties, during the continuance

of said act. \^PajSsed July 4*
;
published July 5.

CHATTER 9.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING TWO PUBLTCK MAGAZINES FOR THE SAFE
KEEPING OF POWDER; THE ONE IN THE TOWN OF BOSTON, AND THE
OTHER IN THE TOWN OF WATERTOWN.

Whereas it is with good reason apprehended that the present situation Preamble,

of the magazine or powder-house on the common or training-field in

Boston is unsafe for lodging and keeping the great quantities of gun-

* Signed July 5, according to the record.
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powder which ai'e commonly placed therein, and that it is also expe-

dient to have another public magazine out of the town of Boston, in

addition to that in Charlestown, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of

Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That two public[k] magazines, or powder-houses, be
built of stone or brick, and suitably finished, as soon as may be, at

the publick expence, fit for stor[e]ing and safe keeping of gunpowder
;

the one in the town of Boston, behind, or at the north-western end of,

the hills on the northern side of the common, or training-field, there

;

and the other, within the town of "Watertown, in the county of Middle-
sex, in such place in said town as may be agreed upon by a committee
that may be appointed by the general assembly to build said maga-
zine ; and that from and after the finishing such new magazines, all

the gunpowder in the present magazine[s] shall, without delay, at the
expence of the respective owners thereof, be removed from thence into

one of the new magazines, or into both of them, or into the magazine
at Charlestown, in such proportions as the commander-in-chief shall

order ; and that all the gunpowder which shall be imported and
landed, in the port of Boston aforesaid, after finishing such new
magazines, or either of them, shall be carried into and placed in one
or both of them, or in the magazine at Charlestown, according to such
order as aforesaid, and not el[e]s[e]where, on pain of forfeiting all

such gunpowder as shall be lodged or kept in any other place ; one
moiety thereof to and for the use of this province, and the rest, to the
informer ; to be recovered by bill, plaint or information in any court
of record in this province. And the owner or owners of such gun-
powder shall also forfeit the sum of ten pounds for every half-barrel

of such gunpowder, and after that rate for every greater quantity,
lodged in any other place ; to be recovered by action of debt, in any
court proper for the trial thereof, by him that shall sue for the same :

saving, nevertheless, that the ordinary town stocks of gunpowder, of

each and every town or district within this province, may be placed
and kept in any other suitable place or places, as the selectmen there-

of, respectively, shall appoint; and that a quantity of gunpowder, not
exceeding five-and-twenty pounds, may be kept in any shop for sale

(provided it be kept in brass or tin tunnels) : saving, likewise, all needful
stocks and gunpowder for any fort, fortress or garrison within this

province ; which may, nevertheless, be lodged and kept in such
fortress : saving^ also, all such public[k], or provincial, stocks of gun-
powder as by the commander-in-chief, for the time being, shall be
ordered to be lodged in any other place or places.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a keeper shall, from time to time, be appointed by
the commander-in-chief, [by] for each of the said magazines, who
shall duly attend, each one, his respective magazine, at such hours
and times as shall be directed and ordered by the commander-in-chief,
for taking in and delivering out, all such gunpowder as shall, from time
to time, be wanted by the respective owners thereof ; and whose duty
it shall be, in all respects, to take due care of all the gunpowder
therein, for the preservation thereof, and not to neglect turning the
same, once [in] every month, at least, as long as it shall remain there-

in : and that no powder be taken in or delivered out, but between the
hours of sun-rising and sun-s[i][e]tting.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That for all gunpowder which shall be put into the
said magazines, or either of them, saving such as belong to the public
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stock, there shall be paid into the hands of the respective keepers
thereof, for the use of the province, one shilling for each barrel, upon
receipt thereof ; and sixpence for each barrel, by the month, for three

months after the first month from the receipt thereof ; and fourpence
for each barrel, for every month afterwards ; as long as it shall remain
therein : which monies, to be received by the several keepers of the

said magazines, respectively, they shall each of them account for,

upon oath, to the commander-in-chief and the council ; and the same
shall be applied towards defr[c]aying the charges of keeping and
attending the said magazines, managing and taking due care of the

gunpowder therein ; and if there shall, at any time, be a deficiency

for those purposes, it shal* Uo made up and paid out of the province

treasury ; and if, at any time, there should be a surplusage, it shall be

paid into the province treasury. [^Passed and published July 5.


