
[1st Sess.] Province Laws.— 1772-73. 205

not the quantity of wood delivered which was bought or agreed for,

the- seller shall pay the buyer the costs of carting and sealing the wood
the second time, as also the sum of four shillings for each offence.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That all baskets used and improved in measuring [of] Dimensions of

charcoal brought into any town for sale, shall contain two bushels,
^e^used^iil^

*"

and be of the following dimensions ; viz'^'^., seventeen inches and an- measuring of

half deep, — measuring from the top of the basket to the highest
'^'^^'^'^°*'*

part of the bottom, — and nineteen inches in breadth in every part

thereof ; and that the basket [s] be well heaped, and also be sealed by To be sealed.

the sealer of the town where the person so using and improving the

same shall usually inhabit or reside : and every person who shall Penalty, if neg.

measure [tliel charcoal in any basket of less dimensions, or not sealed,
''^*'**^'^-

as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay for each offence the sum of three

shillings, and the said basket shall be destroyed.

Provided, nevertheless,—
[Sect. 7.] That no person shall be obliged to measure charcoal Proviscin case

where the quantity shall be agreed upon by the buyer and seller. between'buylr

And he it further enacted, and seller.

[Sect. 8.] That the selectmen of any town where coal is usually Selectmen, em-

sold, or the major part of them, be and hereby are fully empowered apiToTnT p'Ji-sons

to appoint, as occasion shall require, such meet person as they shall to proseeute

judge proper, for seizing and securing all baskets improved for meas-
^

uring coal, that are not of .the dimensions aforemeutioued, and sealed

as aforesaid, and prosecute such person or persons as shall be guilty

of the breach of this act. All fines and forfeitures arising on the Forfeiture, how

breach of this act (those forfeitures hereinbefore mentioned, which "> be recovered,

are otherwise appropriated being excepted) may be recovered by
action, bill, plaint, information, or presentment of the grand jury, in

any court of record, or before any of his majesty's justices of. the

peace, according to the nature of the offence : one moiety thereof

shall be for the informer, and the other moiety for the use of the poor
of the town where the offence shall be committed ; saving to any per-

son aggrieved by any judgment or sentence for a breach of this act, Persons aggner.

his right and liberty of appeal to the court, proper to try the same appeai!'^'^^

"^

on appeal, in the county where the offence shall be committed.
\_Passed July 14.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT FOR CONFIRMING THE TITLES AND QUIETING THE POSSES-
SIONS OF THE PROPRIETORS OF THE TO^VN OF TOWNSHEND.

Whereas the great and general court or assembly of this province. Preamble,

did, on the fourth day of December, 1719, grant a new township at

a place called Turkey Hills, then called Northtowu, now Townshend,
which at that time was a frontier town, of six miles square ; and said

court did, on the seventh day of December, 1719, appoint and fully

impower William Taylor, Samuel Thaxter, Francis Fullam, Esqrs.,

Capt. John Sheple and Mr. Benjamin Whittemore, a committee to

allot and grant out the lands in said new town ; which committee did

afterwards, agreable to the order of said court, allot and grant out

said new township, and make return of their proceedings into the

secretary's office, as appears by the return of the committee, under
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their own hands, on the proprietors' book ; but the plan of each lot,

with the then possessor's and proprietor's name that had the land
confirmed to him, is not to be now found in the secretary's office, nor
elsewhere, but is supposed to be burnt among the files when the late

court-house in Boston was consumed by fire,— by which means the

property of some hundreds of the good people of this province is

rendered precarious, as the same lands have been brought to, out of a

state of nature, and been improved, between forty and fifty years, and
have passed, by sales, through a great number of hands,— so that,

without the interposition of this court, the present possessors and their

posterity, and others, are in great danger of the greatest difficulties and
distresses relative to their property in said town ; for preventing of

which,—
Be it enacted by the 9^vernor, Council and House of Representatives.,

That said committee's proceedings allotting out and granting said

lands in said Northtown, with the records and transfers of lots in

said town which were delivered up to said proprietors by order of the

general court in October the 16, 1728, be and are hereby confirmed,

with the said proprietors' proceedings thereon ever since ; and are

hereby made valid, in the law, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.
\_Passed July 14.

CHAPTEE 10.

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE PLANTATION CALLED NARRA-
GANSET NUMBER ONE, IN THE. COUNTY OF YORK, INTO A TOWN
BY THE NAME OF BUXTON.

Preamble.

Bounds of Bux-
ton.

Jeremiah ITill,

E8q.,empowt>red
to call ameotinjj
to ciioose
officers.

Whereas, it ha[s] [^7i] been represented to this court that the

plantation called Narraganset Number One, lying on the east side of

Saco River, in the county of York, is competently filled with inhabi-

tants, who labour under great difficulties and dis[couragements] [ad-

vantages'] by means of their not being incorporated into a town, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Rep-

resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] Tliat the said Narraganset Number One, bounded, south-

easterly, at the heads of Bid[cZ] eford and Scarborough ; south-westerly,

by Saco River; northwesterly, by Pearsontown, so called ; and north-

easterly, by Gorham, — be and hereby is incorporated into a town by
the name of Buxton ; and that the inhabitants thereof be and hereby

are invested with all the powers, privileges and immunities which the

inhabitants of other towns in this province, by law, enjoy.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That Jeremiah Hill, Esq'^'^., he and hereby is directed

to issue his warrant to some principal inhabitant of said town, requir-

ing him to warn the inhabitants thereof to meet at such time and
place as shall be therein set forth, to chuse all such officers as towns
are,by law,impowered to chuse in the month of March, annually; at

which said meeting all the then present inhabitants shall be admitted
to vote. [Passed July 14.


