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CHAPTER 27.

AN ACT TO IMPOWER THE MAJOR PART OF THE JUSTICES OF THE
PEACE OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON, AND THE MAJOR PART OF THE
SELECTMEN OF THE SAID TOWN, TO LAY OUT A STREET FROM MID-
DLE STREET TO ANN STREET IN SAID TOWN; AND ALSO TO REPEAL
AND SET ASIDE WHAT WAS DONE BY THE MAJOR PART OF .THE
JUSTICES OF THE SAID TOWN, TOGETHER WITH THE SELECTMEN,
RELATIVE TO THE LAYING OUT A STREET IN THE SAME PLACE, IN
APRIL, ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN.

"Whereas a great part of the lands from Middle Street to Ann Preamble,

Street, in Boston, in the county of Suffolk, was, by the fire which hap-

pened in that town on the third day of February, Anno Domini one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, made desolate and vacant,

and Paddy's Alley, so called, which runs thro'[i/(/7i] those lands,

t\iQ[iigli] very narrow, was from its situation very beneficial and use-

ful to the inhabitants of said town, and it is convenient and necessary

to have a way there ; and roliereas a street has been, since the fire

aforesaid; viz'^'^., on the sixteenth day of April, Anno Domini one

thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, stated, \_ancT\ laid oat and
established by a major part of the justices and selectmen of said town
of Boston, under their hands, thro'fwg'/i] the lands aforesaid, which has

been since found to be prejudicial to private persons and inconvenient

for the public ; wherefore,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That whatever was done by the justices and selectmen Former pro-

of the town of Boston on the [16] Isixteentiq day of April [1767] l^.^g'^of^ddy-s

[one tJiousand seven hundred and sixty-seven'], with respect to the Aiiey, set aside,

laying out and establishing a street from Middle Street to Ann Street,

shall, from and after the laying [out] of a new street, as hereafter

mentioned to be laid out, by the major part of the justices and select-

men of the town of Boston for the time being, be set aside, cease

and determine.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That it shall be in the power of the justices of the justices of the

peace in said town, together with the selectmen (or the major part of P^nToTnoBton*"

each assenting thereto), to state and lay out such street, way or pas- to lay out the

sage, thro' [?<r//i] the lands aforesaid, twenty feet wide, from Middle
^ '*"'

*

Street, so called, to Ann Street, so called, in said town, as may be

most for the conveniency and accommodation of the place, by extend-

ing, enlarging, streightning or otherwise filtering the aforesaid street,

or lane, called Paddy's Alley; and where any particular person or two justices to

persons shall have their lands, or tenements, or part thereof, taken ;''PPgc"itai''.uhe

away or lessened thereby, a jury of twelve men shall be appointed by value of land

two justices of the peace, and sworn, to ascertain the value thereof,— to abutters" &c.
^

be paid by the person to whose land the same shall be added, or by •

the neighbo[ti]rhood, or town, in proportion to the benefit or conven-

iency any shall have thereby,— according to their best skill and under-

standing.

Provided,nevertheless,—
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the two justices, and jury, aforesaid, shall not be The justices

inhabitants of the town of Boston. lefoigToBoI.**
toa.
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And be it further enacted^

[Sect. 4.] That the money and charges that may arise from the

putting this act in execution be recovered, as by law is prescribed in

the act for laying out private ways. \_Passed and published March 6,

1773.

CHAPTER 28.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING TWO STRIPS OR PIECES OF THE PROVINCE
LAND LYING ON THE WEST SIDE OF GOVERNOR'S ALLEY, SO CALLED,
IN BOSTON, TOWARDS WIDENING SAID ALLEY.

Preamble.
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Whereas a considerable number of the Inhabitants of the town of

Boston, by their petition to this court, have represented that Gov-
ernor's Alley is become a great thoroughfare and passage, as well for

horses as people, but by reason of the narrowness thereof, the lives

of his majesty's subjects passing through the same is greatly endan-
gered ; and whereas Archibald M'Neill, William Coffin, jun'r, and John
Powell, abutters and owners of lands on both sides of said alley, have
proposed to give, out of their said lands, so much land as, together with
a piece of land of three feet and three inches in width,— and to extend
sixty feet in length,— out of the province land on the west side of said

alley, will widen said alley, and open a passage therein sufficient as

well for carriages and horses, as foot-passengers ; and the said inhab-

itants and abutters have joined in humbly supplicating this court that

a grant of said piece of land may be made for the purpose aforesaid,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That a strip of the province land lying on the west side

of the aforesaid alley, and bounding, northerly, on land of John Pow-
ell, Esq., and to measure three feet and three inches in width, and to

extend sixty feet in length on said alley ; also another narrow strip of

land, beginning at the south-easterly corner of the province stables ad-

joining said alley, and running, in a line parallel with the easterly end
of said stables, until the same line extend to Bromfield's Lane, so

called, be allotted and laid out, for and towards widening the said

alley, and that the same remain, in common, to and for the use and
benefit of the said alley forever.

Provided, always, —
[Sect. 2.] That the said Archibald M'Neill and William Coffin,

jun'r, allot and lay out, of their lands lying on the east side of the said

alley, fifty-nine feet in length and three feet in width ; and that the

said John Powell lay out as much of his land on the west side of said
alley as will make the same of sufficient width for the passage of car-

riages of all denominations ; viz., all the land that shall fall westerly
of a strait line running from the south-easterly corner of Abigail
Blower's house, being in said alley, to the north-easterly coi-ner of the

province stables aforesaid; and that the same remain, in common, for

the use and benefit of the said alley forever. \_Passed and published
March 6, 1773.


