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CHAPTER 30.

AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE ASSESSING THE MONIES UPON
THE LANDS OF THE PROPRIETORS IN THE TOWNSHIP OF ASHFIELD,
m THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE, WHICH ARE DUE FROM THE SAID
PROPRIETORS, TO DEFREY THE CHARGES HEREAFTER MENTIONED,
AND TO PROVIDE A METHOD FOR THE COLLECTING AND LEVYING
OF THE SAME.

Preamble.

lT61-62.chap.44.

Jedediah Fos-
ter, Esq., Will-
iam Williams,
Esq., and Mr.
Thomas Denny,
a committee to
determine what
is due to the
Rev. Mr. hjher-

win, &c., since
the incorpo-
ration of Ash.
field.

To assess such
Bums as they
judge due, upon
lands that have
act already
paid.

Whereas it is made to appear to this court that divers sums of

money are due to the Reverend Mr. Jacob Sherwin, minister of said

Ashfield, from the said proprietors, for some arrears of his settlement,

agreed and engaged to him by them, and also towards his salary to

this time ; and also that other sums of money are due from said pro-

prietors for work and materials for the building the meeting-house in

the said Ashfield, and for making and repairing public ways and roads
there ; and also for defreying the charges and expences necessarily

incurred by divers persons, employed by the said proprietors, in apply-
ing to the general court for relief from the perplexities and ditliculties

in which the said proprietors have been involved by the expiring of
one late act or law of this province made and passed in the second
year of his present majesty's reign, intitled " An Act to subject the

unimproved lands within this province to be sold for the payment of

taxes assessed on them by order of the general court, and votes and
agreements of the proprietors thereof, and to enable proprietors of
ne\y plantations, to levy province and county taxes laid on them ;" and
also by the imperfection and uncertainty of a certain paragraph in the

act or law for incorporating the inhabitants of the said Ashfield into

a town, and in attending and waiting upon committees of the general
court appointed to enquire into and consider of their affairs ; and also

to other persons for several services done by order of the said propri-

tors for them : and, because the said proprietors are and will remain
unable to raise any monies for the payment and discharge of the debts
aforesaid without the aid of this court by some new act, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Repre-

sentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That Jedediah Foster, Esq., William Williams, Esq., of
Hatfield, and Mr. Thomas Denny, be a committee to repair to said
town of Ashfield, as soon as may be, who are hereby impowered to
enquire, ascertain and determine, in the best manner they can, what
is or may be due to the Reverend Mr. Sherwin, the said minister, for
and towards his settlement in the ministry' there, by virtue of his con-
tract with the proprietors ; also what may be due and unpaid towards
the building of the meeting-house in said place, and the charges and
expences incurred in and about the same ; also all other necessary
and occasional charges that have arisen in and upon said town since
their incorporation, which, by the act incorporating the inhabitants of
said place into a town by the name of Ashfield, were to be assessed
on the proprietors of the said place, according to then- interest,— ex-
cepting the charge of supporting of said Mr. Sherwin since his settle-

ment in the said Ashfield,— and having ascertained such debts, the
said Jedediah Foster, William Williams and Thomas Denny, or the
major part of them, are hereby impowered to assess such sums as
they shall find and judge due, upon the lands already laid out in said
township of Ashfield (the public rights excepted), such proportion
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thereof as shall appear to said committee not to have been already

paid.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the aforesaid committee l^e and hereby are fui'ther To ascertain

impowered to enquire and ascertain what is or may be due to the said fa^due to^Mn*^^'

Mr. Sherwin for his support or salary, agreeable to his contract witli Sherwin.

the proprietors, since his settlement to the time of making this act

;

and, having so done, the aforesaid committee, or the major part of

them, are hereby impowered to assess such sum on the lands of the

proprietors already laid out (excepting the public rights and the lands

of the Baptists in said town), each lot its due and equal proportion

thereof according to its nominal quantity.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said committee shall be under oath for the to be under

faithful performance of their trust, and shall have power to appoint a
po\^i cofieaors.

collector or collectors as they shall think necessary, to collect said

taxes, who also shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their

duty.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if any of the proprietors shall neglect to pay such propriptors

sums as he shall be assessed, to the collector or collectors, for the space pay the commit.

of ninety days,— notice of such assessment being given by said com- tee, to bepro-

mittee in the manner as is provided in an act or law of this province, agrceab'ieTo"ati

made in the second year of his present majesty's reign, intitled "An actmndeinthe

Act to subject the unimproved lands within this province to be sold his present

for the payment of taxes assessed on them by order of the general n6l-62f chap^"'

court, and votes and agreements of the proprietors thereof, and to 44.

enable proprietors of new plantations to levy province and county

taxes laid on them,"— then and in such case, the committee afore-

said, or the major part of them, are hereby impowered to make sale

of so much of such delinquent proprietors' land there as shall be nec-

essary for the payment of such taxes, and the reasonable charges

arising thereon, in such manner as in and by the said last-mentioned

act is provided for the payment of such taxes and charges, reserving

to such non-resident proprietors liberty for redemption of their land

so sold,— they paying to the vendees, their heirs or assigns, respec-

tively, within one year afterwards, the sum or sums for which said

lands were sold, with the costs of sale, and twelve pounds interest for

every hundred pounds, and so in proportion for a greater or lesser

sum, until the same be redeemed.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That all such sums of money as shall be assessed and The money

levied in manner aforesaid, shall be paid by the collector of the said paYdto the^°

proprietors, and by the said coa-nmittee, respectively, into the hands treasurer of the

of the treasurer of the said proprietors, to the use of the said pro- subf/e'ttoThe

prietors, and shall be by him paid out to such persons to whom the
"gmmiuee?^

said committee, or the major part of them, shall judge the same to be

due, upon orders from the said committee, or the major part of them,

to be therefor drawn on the said treasurer in case the said proprietors,

at any legal proprietors' meeting, hereafter to be called and held, shall,

by a major vote, agree and give their consent thereto.

Provided, always, —
[Sect. 6.] That the said Baptists shall not have any voice or vote Proviso.respect.

respecting the payment or disposition of the monies which shall be *°^ Baptists,

assessed and levied by the said committee for the payment of the

said 'Mi. Sherwin's salary, nor upon the question whether those
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Paragraph in a
former act, re-

pealed.
1705-66, chap.

13, § 3.

The inhabitants
to pay for fin-

ishing of tlie

meeting- house,
&c.

Exempted from
paying province
and county
taxet*, for three
years.

Charges of the
committee, &c.,

to be paid by
order of court.

The committee
to adjust Mr.
Sherwin's ac-

counts, &c.

If the Baptists
have paid more
than their pro-
portion, to be
reimbursed.

Proviso for
creditors to the
proprietors.

monies shall be ordered out of the said treasurer's hands, by the said

committee.
Be it further enacted^

[Sect. 7.] That the paragraph in the act incorporating the inhab-

tants of Ashfield into a town by the name of Ashfield, directing how
taxes should be raised, for the purposes therein mentioned, and every

part thereof, be and hereby is repealed.

Be it further enacted,,

[Sect. 8.] That the inhabitants of the town of Ashfield aforesaid,

exclusive of the Baptists there, be at the charge of finishing the meet-
iug-house in said town, and supporting the said Mr. Sherwiu for the

future.

Be it further enacted,,

[Sect. 9.] That, by reason of the unhappy diflaculties that have
arisen of late in the said town of Ashfield, and their poverty', the

inhabitants of the said town, and then* estates, be and hereby are

exempted from paying province and county taxes for the space of

three years next coming.
Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 10.] That the services of the aforesaid committee, which
they shall perform, and of the collector or collectors, by virtue of this

act, shall be paid as the general court shall hereafter order.

Be it further enacted,,

[Sect. 11.] That the committee aforementioned shall be and are

hereby impowered to adjust the accounts of Mr. Sherwin's settlement,

and building the meeting-house, and the charges and expences in-

curred in and about the same, and other necessary and occasional

charges that have arisen in and upon said town since their incorpora-

tion ; and if they find the Baptists have paid more than their propor-

tion of the same, according to the conditions of the grant of said

township, then they shall be reimbursed out of the first assessment
that said committee, or the major part of them, shall order ; the

assessment to be enlarged for that purpose.

Provided,, always,, —
And he it further enacted,,

[Sect. 12.] That no judgment or opinion of the said committee,
appointed by this act to enquire and judge of the debts, due from the

said proprietors to any particular person or persons, creditors to the

said proprietors, shall ever operate, or be construed, to bind or con-

clude such creditor or creditors as to the quantum of his just or legal

demands upon them, or to bar such creditor or creditors from contro-

verting or trying the same in law. \_Passed and published March 6,

1773.

CHAPTER 31.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT INTITLED " AN ACT FOR
THE ORDERLY CONSUMMATING OF MARRIAGES," MADE AND PASSED
IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THEIR LATE, MAJESTIES KING WILLIAM
AND QUEEN MARY.

Preamble.
1692-93, chap.
25.

7 Mass., 54.

127 Maes., 463.

"Whereas the ministers of the Church of England, within this

province, have no power by law to join persons in marriage who do
not belong to the towns in which such ministers themselves dwell,—


