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order of law ; and make return of this warrant to myself or my successor,
as treasurer of said

Given under my hand and seal this day of , in the
year of his majesty's reign, Annoque Domini,

A. B.

l^Passed and published March 6, 1773.

CHAPTEE 34.

AN ACT FOR CONFIRMING THE TITLES AND QUIETING THE POSSES-
SIONS OF THE PROPRIETORS OF THE TOWNS OF LUNENBURGH AND
FITCHBURGH.

Preamble,

— referring to a
committee of
the general
court, in 1719,

that allotted a
township called

Turkey Hills,

now Lunen-
burg and
Filchburg.

The returns of
Baid committee,
being burnt,

— their proceed-
ings confirmed.

Whereas the great and general court or assembly of this province
did, on the fourth day of Decern [6e]r, seventeen hundred and nine-

teen, grant a new township at a place called Turkey Hills, then called

Southtown, now Lunenburgh and Fitchburgh, which, at that time,

was a frontier town of six miles square, and said court did, on the
seventh day of December, seventeen hundred and nineteen, appoint
and fully impower William Taylor, Samuel Thaxter, Francis Fullam,
Esqrs., Capt. John Sheple and Mr. Benjamin Whittemore, a commit-
tee to allot and grant out the lands in said new town ; which commit-
tee did afterwards, agTe[e]able to the order of said court, allot and
grant out said new township, and make return of their proceedings
into the secretary's office, as appears by the return of the committee,
under their own hands, on the proprietors' book ; but the plan of each
lot, with the then possessors' and proprietors' names that had the
land confirmed to them, is not to be now found in the secretary's

office, nor elsewhere, but is supposed to be burnt among the files

when the late court-house in Boston was consumed by fire : by which
means the property of some hundreds of the good people of this

province is rendered precarious, as the same lands have been brought
to, out of a state of nature, and been improved, between forty and
fifty years, and have passed, by sales, through a great number of

hands, — so that, without the interposition of this court, the present

possessors, and others, are in danger of the greatest difficulties, dis-

tresses and losses, relative to their properties in said towns ; for the

preventing of which,—
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representatives^

That said committee's proceedings, in allotting out and granting
said lands in said new township,—now Lunenburgh and Fitchburgh,—
with the records and transfers of lots in said towns, which were
delivered up to said proprietors by order of the general court, be and
are hereby confirmed, with the said proprietors' proceedings thereon
ever since, and are hereby made valid in law, to all intents and pur-

l)Oses whatsoever. \_Passed February 16
;
published March 6, 1773.


