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England, and usually and frequently attend the public worship of God
with them on the Lord's Day.
And be it further enacted,

David ingersoii, [Sect. 4.] That David Ingersol, jun'r^ Esqi^'^, be and hereby is

«cd'to i^3u7hi8 impowered to issue his warrant, directed to some one of the principal

warrant for call- profcssed members of the Church of England, in said Great Barring-
inga meeting.

^^^^ requiring him to warn and give notice to all the professed mem-
bers of said church within the said town, qualified as aforesaid, to

meet, at some convenient time and place, for the purpose of chusing a

clerk, treasurer, assessors and collector as aforesaid, and to agree

upon some method for calling futui'e meetings ; who are hereby im-

powered at that time to regulate the same accordingly.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three years from the first day of March next, and no longer.

\_Passed February 19
;
published March 6, 1773.

CHAPTER 50.

AN ACT TO ENABLE AND IMP0\\:ER THE INHABITANTS OF NEW PLAN-
TATIONS WITHIN THIS PROVINCE, ENJOINED AND SUBJECTED BY
LAW, OR THAT MAY HEREAFTER BE ENJOINED, AND SUBJECTED, TO
PAY PROVINCE AND COUNTY TAXES, TO ASSESS, LEVY AND COLLECT
THE SAME.

Preamble. Whereas there are and may be sundry new plantations within this

province, by law enjoined to pay province and county taxes, not im-

powered to choose the proper officers to assess, levy and collect the

said taxes,—
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Rejveseatatives,

Freeholders of [Sect. 1.] That the freeholders of every such new plantation be

to me^t''on''tife"* ^^'^ ^I's hereby impowered and required to assemble together^ on the

third Monday in third Monday of May next, at either of the usual places for holding

der^ka"id'°'**''^ their public meetings, and, being so assembled, shall choose a mod-
assessors. erator and clerk for said meeting ; which clerk shall be immediately

sworn, truly to enter and record all such votes as shall be passed at

said meeting, by a justice of the peace, if any be present, otherwise

by the moderator of said meeting ; and shall then proceed to choose

three assessors, to make a valuation of estates and faculties of persons

in such plantation agreeable to the laws of this province, and to

assess such province and county taxes as were the last year, or shall

in any future year, be set on the inhabitants of such new plantation
;

as also a collector to levy and collect the same : which assessors and
collectors shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of the duty of their

respective offices, before a justice of the peace for the county within

which such new plantation lies, if present, otherwise by the clerk of

said meeting.

And be it further enacted,

To meet in [Sect. 2.] That the inhabitants of the abovesaid plantations,

!fn'dch'uo"e"''"^'
qufilified as by law required of voters in town affairs, are hereby

officers for pur. impowercd and enjoined, some time in the month of March, annually, to

STe^iuidnc'^d!'* assemble together (upon due notice given by the collector or collectors,

then in office, pursuant to warrant under the hands of the assessors

or the major part of them, who shall have been last chosen, and who
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are hereby impowered aucl required to issue such warrant), at such
time and place as shall be by said assessors appointed ; and shall

then and there choose a clerk for said meeting, who shall be sworn
in manner as is before prescribed for swearing the clerk of the first

meeting, and three assessors, and one or more collectors to assess and
levy such province and county tax, on said inhabitants, as they shall,

from time to time, be enjoined by law to pay ; and said assessors and
collectors, as well those that shall be chosen on the said third Monday
of May next, as those who shall by virtue of this act be hereafter,

annually, chosen in said new plantations, shall be liable to all such
penalties (in case they or any of them shall refuse to be sworn and Penalty in case

serve in said offices, or in case of any default therein), as the assessors neglect^'
^"^

for province and county taxes, for towns, are, by law, liable or may be

subjected to ; and said assessors are hereby impowered and required

to make out such warrants, mutatis mutandis, as assessors of county
taxes for towns are by law im^^jowered to make out, and to direct

the same to said collector or collectors ; and the said collector or'

collectors are hereby impowered to levy, collect and enforce the pay-

ment of all the aforesaid taxes in all such ways and by all such

means as constables and collectors of province and county taxes are

by law impowered to do of the inhabitants of the towns within this

province.

[Sect. 3.] And the clerk at said annual meetings shall, immedi- The clerk cm.

ately, on the elections of said assessors and collectors, make and gw^aT'other

give out to the collector or collectors for the then last preceeding year, officers, in the

a list of the names of those persons who shall be chosen assessors justice of the

and collectors at said meeting, for the ensuing year, which collector p'^"'"^-

or collectors shall, forthwith, thereupon summon each of said assess-

ors, and collector, for the then ensuing year, to appear at a certain

time and place, within the space of seven days from the time of

their election, before a justice of the peace, if any dwell in such new
plantation, or otherwise before the clerk chosen at said meeting, to

take the oath, mutatis mutandis, which assessors and collectors of

public taxes for towns are by law enjoined to take ; which oath said

clerk, in such case, is hereby impowered to administer.

And to the intent that the inhabitants of said new plantations may
have due notice and warning given them of the meeting, which they

are before in this act impowered and required to hold on the third

Monday of May next, and of the ends and purposes thereof, —
Be it enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That each clerk of the court of general sessions of the cierkof the

peace, for the several counties within this province, wherein any of ^fX^'peacMS'
the aforesaid new plantations lye, shall in some convenient time be- give seasonable

fore the said third Monday of May next, make and cause to be ume of meeting

delivered a warrant, under his hand, directed to some principal iuhabi-
^^^^^^^'^f

^"'*'"*'**

tant, in each of said new plantations, within their respective counties,

therein expressing the time, place and purposes for holding said

meetings, and requiring such inhabitant to notify all the inhabitants

of the said new plantations, qualified as in this act is provided, of

said meetings, and the time, place and purposes thereof, three days

at least before the time set in this act for holding the same ; which

warrant the inhabitant to whom said warrant shall be directed is penalty on the

hereby enjoined and required to execute, and of the same to make
|"ci'Jngt"''ej|f

due return, under his hand, into the said meeting, under the penalty of cute the war-

twenty pounds, to be recovered by presentment of a grand jury, or
'"'*"'•

action of debt before any court of record within the county, proper

to try the same, wherein said inhabitant making default in the
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premises shall dwell ; said twenty pounds, if recovered by present-

ment of the grand jury, shall be disposed of, the one half to his

majesty for the use and benefit of this province, and the other half

to the use and benefit of the county wherein the same shall have
been recovered ; or, if recovered by action of debt, it shall then be

disposed of, the one half to his majesty for the use and benefit of

the province, and the other half for the use and benefit of him or

them that shall sue for the same.
And ivhereas, there are many inhabitants in divers places within

this province that are not now subject to the payment of any taxes, but
in future may be,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That whensoever they, or^any of them, or any other

plantation, shall be doomed or ordered by* the great and general court,

to pay any province tax, the receiver-general, upon his issuing his

warrant for said sum or sums at which each respective place shall be
set at, shall, and is hereby impowered and directed to, inscribe the
same to the clerk of the general sessions of the peace in such county
where such inhabitants dwell, and the said clerk is hereby required

and enjoined, upon receipt thereof, as soon as may be, to issue his

warrant to some principal inhabitant in such places, in suish manner
as is in this act already provided, and at the same time transmit the

warrant of the receiver-general to such person as he shall direct his

own warrant ; and the clerk of any county refusing or neglecting his

duty as enjoined him by this act, shall incur the penalty of forty

shillings for every neglect, to be recovered and disposed of in the

same manner as is already provided in this act for such persons as

shall neglect to observe the warrant of the said clerk ; and the said

clerk shall be intitled to one shilliug and sixpence for every warrant
he shall issue, to be paid out of the county treasury : said one shilling

and sixpence to be added to the county tax laid on said place or

plantation the next ensuing year.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue and be in force from the thirty-

first day of March, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three,

the space of ten years, and no longer. [^Passed and published March,
6, 1773.

CHAPTER 51.

AN ACT TO PREVENT TflE DESTRUCTION OF ALEWIVES AND OTHER
FISH IN IPSWICH RIVER, AND TO ENCOURAGE THE INCREASE OF
THE SAME.

Preamble. Whereas, heretofore, great variety of fish, particularly shad and
alewives, used to pass up Ipswich River, so called, to cast their spawn
in the natural ponds emptying into the same ; but for a long time, ex-
cepting a few years past, the passage of the said fish up the said
river, by mill-dams across the river and its branches, has been almost
totally obstructed, to the great damage and distress of the inhabi-
tants, especially the poor, of divers towns in the county of Essex
and Middlesex, through which the said river and its branches run, as well
as to the prejudice of the cod-fishery on the coasts of the province

;

and lohereas the laws now in force relating to opening and keeping
open passages for fish in rivers and streams, within this province, are,


