
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Bos-
ton, ON THE Twenty-sixth day of May, A. D.

1773-

CHAPTEE 1.

AN ACT FOR FURNISHING THE MILITIA OF THIS PROVINCE WITH
TWELVE BRASS FIELD-PIECES.

Whereas the furnishing of the militia of this province, especially Preamble,

near the sea-coast, with a number of light field-pieces, will tend much
to his majesty's service in the safety of this province ; therefore, —
Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representatives^

[Sect. 1.] That there be purchased at the expence of tliis province, Commissary

as soon as conveniently may be, twelve brass field three-pounders ;

and the commissary-general is hereby impowered and directed to pui-- lirasr'fieKi'.'

chase said twelve brass field-pieces, accordingly ; and that he cause P"^"''*-

the same to be compleatly mounted and equip [pjed for service ; and
that they be assigned to such companies, or regiments, of the militia

of this province, as the captain-general shall think most for his maj-
esty's service, and safety of this province.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That said field-pieces, or any of them, shall not, in

any case whatever, be sent or conveyed without the limits of this

province, without the consent of the general court. \_Passed and pub-
lished June 29.

directed to
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CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO, AND EXPLANATORY OF, AN ACT ENTITLED
"AN ACT TO EMPOWER A MAJOR PART OF THE JUSTICES OF THE
PEACE OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON, AND THE MAJOR PART OF THE
SELECTMEN OF THE SAID TOWN, TO LAY OUT A STREET FROM
MIDDLE STREET TO ANN STREET IN SAID TOWN; AND ALSO TO
REPEAL AND SET ASIDE WHAT WAS DONE BY A MAJOR PART OF
THE JUSTICES OF SAID TOWN, TOGETHER WITH THE SELECTMEN,
RELATIVE TO THE LAYING OUT A STREET IN THE SAME PLACE,
IN APRIL, ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN."

"Wuereas a major part of the justices of the peace of the town of Preamble
Boston, and a major part of the selectmen of said town, in conse-
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queuce of an act made and passed in the last session of tbe general

i772-78,chap.27 court, entitled "An Act to empower a major part of the justices of

the peace of the town of Boston, and a major part of the selectmen

of said town, to lay out a street from Middle Street to Ann Street in

said town ; and also to repeal and set aside what was done lij a major
part of the justices of said town, together with the selectmen, relative

to the laying out a street in the same place, in April, one thousand
seven hundred and sixty-seven," proceeded to lay out a street of

twenty feet wide, from Middle Street to Ann Street ; but, in running
the line of that wedth as directed, they found that about six feet of

two dwelling-houses belonging to George Broughton Gedney, near
unto Middle Street, stand upon and will be included in said proposed
street of twenty feet in wedth ; and whereas a doubt has arisen

whether the justices and selectmen, by the act aforesaid, had power to

lay out said street so far only as where it meets with said Getlne3''s

dwelling-house and land, or whether they ought not to lay out and
extend the same through t^aid houses and land, to Middle Street, of the

full wedth aforesaid, notwithstanding it might appear that tlie benefit

arising thereby to the abutters on said street, and other inhabitants,

would not compensate for the expence and damage which would be

thereby occasioned ; wherefore, for removing said doubts and any
difficulties that may hereafter arise rel.ative to said street, or the land

belonging to the said Gedney, —
Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Ilepresi')itati,vi'^,

[Sect. 1.] That the justices of the peace of the town of Boston,
and the selectmen of said town, or a major part of each, be, and thev

are hereby, empowered and directed, as soon as may be, to lay out

said street twenty feet in wedth, beginning at Ann Street, and so

runing up Paddy's Alley to the brick wall on the eastermost end of

said Gedney's land in said alley, and no further.

And whereas^ it is represented that about midway .whei'e said street

is proposed to be laid out the lands are vacant, and that it will be

much more convenient and commodious if said street was, thereabouts,

in some parts of it, of greater wedth than twenty feet, —
Be it farther macted,
[Sect. 2.] That if said justices and selectmen, or a major part

of each, shall judge it more convenient to have said stieet of a

greater wedth than twenty feet in or near the middle part of it, where
the lands are vacant, they are hereby directed and empowered to lay

out the same accordingly, the act aforesaid notwitlistanding : and in

ail other things the justices, selectmen, jury, and all jteisioMs inter-

ested or concerned, are to proceed according to tiie direclions of ilie

aforementioned act. {^Passed and published June 2i).
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