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exceeding the number of ten in the said town of Boston, nor for any —not to exceed

term of time exceeding one year from the day of granting such ten in Boston,

licence, any provision in the act aforesaid to the contrary notwith-
standing ; the said persons so licensed by virtue of this act to be
under the same restrictions and limitations as those that are or may Limitation.

bo licensed by virtue .of the act aforesaid. IPassed and published
June 29.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO, AND EXPLANATION OF, AN ACT, MADE AND
PASSED IN THE TWELFTH YEAR OF HIS PRESENT MAJESTY'S
REIGN, INTITLED "AN ACT FOR GRANTING A TAX OF ONE PENNY
HALFPENNY PER ACRE, YEARLY, FOR THE TERM OF FIVE YEARS
SUCCESSIVELY, ON ALL THE NON-RESIDENT PROPRIETORS' LANDS
IN THE TOWN OF ASHBY, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX; AND
FOR SUBJECTING THE LANDS OF SUCH OF THE PROPRIETORS AS
NEGLECT OR REFUSE TO PAY THE SAID TAX, TO BE SOLD FOR
THE PAYMENT THEREOF."

WiiEKEAS some of the non-resident proprietors have cleared up Preamble,

some part of their land in said town of Ashby, and improve the same }JJ'^''^''^>
'^^'^^

for pasture land, which improvements are, from time to time, taxed
a<2,re(,'ai)!'v.' to the law of this province for assessing real estates ; and
ii'here<is there is no provision made in said act for exempting the

lands under improvement, as aforesaid, from the said tax of one
poiujy hidfpenny per acre, but they are all subject to the tax afore-

said, wliereby injustice may be done to said proprietors ; for the. pre-

venting of which,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representatives^

That the enacting clause in said act granting a tax of one penny Kxpianation.

luilfpenny per acre upon all the non-resident proprietors' lands in

the town of Ashby, aforesaid, shall be construed to extend to all the

uuini|)roved lands belonging to the said proprietors, and no other,

and shall be so understood, anvthing in said act to the contrary not-

withstanding. \_Passed and published June 29.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING LAMPS ALREADY SET UP, OR THAT MAY
HEREAFTER BE SET UP, FOR ENLIGHTNING THE STltEETS, LANES,
ALLEYS OR PASSAGEWAYS IN THE TOWN OF BOSTON, AND TO
PREVENT THE BREAKING OR OTHERWISE DAMNIFYING THE SAME;
AND ALSO ESTABLISHING THE METHOD FOR PAYING THE EX-
PENCES THAT MAY ARISE IN SUPPORTING AND MAINTAINING
SAID LAMPS.

Whereas the enlightning of streets, lanes, alleys and passageways, Preamble,

ill largo and populous towns, by lamps hung up in the night-time, is
1°^ **»«*•• 200.

not only ornamental, but very advantageous to all such persons as
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have occasion to pass in and thro' the same about their lawful busi-

ness, and tend[s] greatly for the safety and preservation of the in-

habitants, by the discovery and prevention of fii'es, burglaries, rob-

beries, thefts and other lesser breaches of the peace,—
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Rep-

resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, it

shall and may be lawful for the selectmen of the town of Boston, for

the time being, or a major part of them, or such persons as they
shall think fit to appoint for that purpose, under them, to set up and
affix such and so many lamps, and in such streets, lanes, alleys and
passageways in said town, for enlightuing the same, as the town, or

such persons as they may appoint, shall, in their judgment, think

necessary, and for the common benefit. And the better to preserve
and regulate such lamps, said selectmen are hereby empowered to

appoint and contract with any meet person or persons for the lighting,

cleaning, snuffing and repairing the same, and give such directions,

from time to time, relative to said lamps, and lighting and regulating

the same, as they shall think best.

And whereas many of the inhabitants of the said town of Boston,
have, by a generous subscription, raised a sum of money sufficient for

purchasing such a number of lamps as will be necessary for illumi-

nating the streets, &c., in that metropolis ; and as the destroying or

breaking the same will not only be injurious to the encouragers of so

laudable a design, but to the public[k] in general, —
Be it therefore further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if at any time after the publication of this act,

any person or persons shall and do, willfully and maliciously, break,
throw down, or extinguish any lamp that is or shall be hung or set

up, to light the streets, lanes, alleys or passageways,within said towu
of Boston, either by said town or by any private inhabitant, or shall

willfully or maliciously damage the post, iron or other furniture

thereof, every person so offending therein, and being thereof con-
victed by the lawful testimony of one or more witness or witnesses,

in any of his majesty's courts of general sessions of the peace, to be
thereafter held within and for the county of SuffolI\, who are hereby
empowered to hear and determine the offence, shall forfeit and pay
the sum of twenty pounds for each lamp so broken or damnified, — and
the lili^e sum for each post, or the iron, or other furniture, so broken or

damaged,— and costs of prosecution. And if any person or persons
shall, accidentally or undesignedly, break, throw down, or otiierwise

damage any post, iron or furniture of such lamp, he shall pay so

much as, in the judgment of the selectmen of said town, for the lime
being, shall fully repair the damage done, into the hands of the

selectmen, or to such person as they may appoint to receive the

same ; and if any such person or persons shall refuse to pay said

selectmen, or the person they shall appoint in manner as aforesaid, the

treasurer of the town of Boston is hereby empowered to prosecute
any person or persons, for said damages, before any one of his maj-
esty's justices of the peace in said county of Suffolk, who is hereby
empowered to hear and determine the same : provided, the double
damages do not exceed forty shillings : if more, then to be recovered
in any court proper to try the same ; and, upon conviction, to give
judgment for double damages and for costs of prosecution, and award
execution accordingly. And if any person or persons, sentenced to

pay the aforesaid fine of twenty pounds and costs, shall refuse to pay
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the same, be or they shall be punished for the offence by being im-
prisoned not exceeding six months, or by whipping not exceeding
twenty stripes.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the selectmen of the town of Boston, for the Selectmen

time being, be, and they are hereby, empowered to take down or re- l^e'd^wn'or"
move any post, or sign thereon, in any street, lanes, alleys or passage- remove lamps,

ways in said town, or that now are or hereafter may be fixed, or that
adjoin, to any dwelling-house or building, in case they shall judge any
such post or sign tends to intercept or any ways lessen the light in

said lamp ; or said selectmen may dh-ect and order the owner of such
posts or signs to take down or remove the same ; and if such owner
or owners shall refuse so to do for the space of forty-eight hours
after such order or notice given, he, she or they, shall forfeit and pay
the sum of six shillings for every twenty-four hours the same shall

remain standing, or fixed to any building.

Aiid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the fines and forfeitures arising by the breaches Fincs.how to he

of this act, shall be applied to the uses following; that is to say, one 'PI''''-''^-

moiety or half part thereof for the purchasing, repairing, sui)plyiag
and maintaining the lamps, the other moiety to the person who shall

inform and prosecute for the same.
Provided, alivays, —
[Sect. 5.] That the owners of any lamps placed or set up in said ivoviso.

town at their own private expence, may at any time take down or

remove the same, or extinguish the light thereof, anything in this act

notwithstanding.

And ichereas the freeholders, and other inhabitants of the town of

Boston, at their legal and regular meeting on the eleventh day of May
last, voted that a sufficient number of lamps should be set up and
fixed in said town for enlightniug the same in manner as aforesaid, —
Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That said inhabitants, at any legal town meeting, luhabitaMis

may make such provision for the supporting and maintaining said '^n?powtred to
^ » ii » o raise money b\

lamps and lights, and other necessary charges attendmg the same, as a tax, for their

they shall judge best, by raising such a sum of money, yearly, by a
**"??""•

tax laid on the inhabitants, as may by them be thought necessary for

that purpose.

[Sect. 7.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Continuance,

five years from the first of July next, and from thence to the end of
the then next sitting of the general court. {^Passed and published
June 29.


