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CHAPTER 16.

AN ACT TO ENABLE PERSONS TO BRING FORWARD AND MAINTAIN AC-
TIONS OF DEBT IN THE EXECUTIVE COURTS WITHIN THIS PROVINCE,
UPON JUDGMENTS RECOVERED IN THE NEIGHBOURING GOVERN-
MENTS, AND UPON JUDGMENTS RECOVERED BEFORE JUSTICES OF
THE PEACE IN THIS PROVINCE.

Whereas it frequently happens that persons against whom final Preamble,

judgments of court are recovered in the neighbouring governments ^ •''ss'^sj

remove with their effects into this province without having paid or

satisfied such judgment, and, upon actions of debt upon such judg-

ments brought in the executive courts in this province, the record

of such judgments cannot be removed into the said courts in this

pi'ovince, and it has been made a doubt whether, by law, such judg-

ment can be admitted as sufficient evidence of such judgments, where-

by honest creditors are often defrauded of their just demands by neg-

ligent and evil-minded debtors ; for the prevention whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council und House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That where any person or persons heretofore have re- Judgment

covered or hereafter shall recover a judgment or judgments in any onhrneighbor^

court in any or either his majesty's neighbouring colonies in America, '"s colonics to

-, ,
"^ •'.'', ^ ^ 1.1 , • 1 , be prosecuted in

and the person or persons against whom such judgment or judgments this province,

has been or shall be recovered has removed or shall hereafter re-

move into or reside within this province, or where such person or

persons against whom such judgment or judgments have been or may
be recovered in the colonies aforesaid, have heretofore acquired or

hereafter shall acquire any real or personal estate within this prov-

ince, that then and in every such case it shall and may be lawful for

such creditor or creditors who have so recovered or shall hereafter re-

cover a judgment or judgments as aforesaid, to bring forward, sup-

port and maintain an action or actions of debt upon such judgment or

judgments so recovered, or that shall be recovered in the neighbour-

ing colonies as aforesaid, in any executive court within this province,

proper to try the same, in such way and manner as he or they might
have done if such judgment or judgments had been originally recov-

ered in the executive court in this province where said action of debt

shall be brought.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That upon a plea of null tiel record or any other plea a copy of the

or pleas which may and shall be made in such action or actions of pro°ecding8hi

debt so to be brought upon such judgment as aforesaid, a true copy
^okinrif to be"^

of the record and proceedings of the said court or courts in the said sufficient evi-

neighbouring colony or colonies, according to the custom and usage courrin^his'

of the colony where said judgment or judgments were or shall be re- province,

covered, attested under the hand of the clerk of the court where said ^ ^^^'

judgment was or shall be recovered— or under the hand of the justice,

where the judgment was or shall be recovered before a justice of the

peace of such government— shall be to all intents and purposes as

good and sufficient evidence of such judgment, and have the same ef-

fect and operation, as if the original judgment and proceedings had
been rendered and had in the court where such action of debt shall be

brought and depending.
And whereas it may frequently happen that persons against whom Preamble.
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judgments have been or hereafter shall be recovered before his majes-

ty's justices of the peace in this province, have removed or hereafter

may remove and depart from the county in which such judgments

were or shall be recovered, into some other county in this province,

without paying or any wise satisfying such judgments ; and ivhereas

it is often necessary that actions of debt upon judgments heretofore

recovered or that hereafter may be recovered before justices of the

peace in this province should be brought and prosecuted in the in-

ferior courts of common pleas in this province, for which there is no

provision in the law,—
It is therefore hereby further enacted,

Provision, in [Sect. 3.] That whcu it shall happen that any person or persons

?emovint''from agaiust whom a judgment has been or shall be had and recovered be-

the county, fore auy of his majesty's justices of the peace within this province,

haB^een
^™^" and thc pcrsou or persons against whom such judgment has been or

T^he^count shall be recovered as aforesaid, and does and shall dwell and reside

in any other county in this province, then and in every such case it

shall and may be lawful for the justice before whom such judgment

was or shall be recovered as aforesaid, to direct any execution or ex-

ecutions issuing upon such judgments, to the proper officer of such

county where such person or persons against whom such judgment

has been or shall be i-ecovered as aforesaid, does or shall dwell or

reside ; and such officer to whom such execution or executions shall

be directed as aforesaid, shall be and hereby are fully authorized, im-

powered and du-ected to execute and return such writs of execution

accordingly.
Action to be [Sect. 4.] And when it shall be necessary for any person or per-

infeJio'/coIlrt^^ SOUS in this provincc to bring forward and prosecute any action or ac-

upon judgment tious of debt in any of his majesty's inferior courts of common picas

any°Ju8ticeof"^^ in this proviucc, upou a judgment recovered before any justice of the
the peace. peace iu this province, it shall and may be lawful for such person to

prosecute and maintain same actions of debt in said inferior courts
;

and a copy of such judgment attested under the hand of the justice

by whom such judgment has been or shall be rendered, shall be as

sufficient evidence of such judgment, and have the same effect, to all

intents and purposes, as if the original record of said judgment was

then before the same court ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary

notwithstanding. [^Passed March 4, 1774.

CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT FOR EMPLOYING AND PROVIDING FOR THE POOR IN THE TOWN
OF SALEM, AND FOR THE BETTER REGULATING THE WORKHOUSE IN

SAID TOWN.

Preamble. "Whereas the towu of Salem have lately found it necessary to erect

a workhouse for the employment of the poor in said town,

—

Be it enacted by the Governor., Council and House of Rcq^rfsenUt-

tives,

OverBeersofthe [Sect. 1.] That from and after the tenth day of March, one thou-

to be chosen™' ^^^^ scvcu hundred and seventy-four, at the anniversary meeting in

March for the choice of town officei'S, the town of Salem are hereby

impowered to chuse five or more overseers of the poor, who shall, once


