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and wJiereas, afterward, the said new plantation was, by another law
J^^^'a*'

°^"P'

of this province, iacorporated into a town by the name of Richmont,
and, by the same law, it was provided and enacted " That all taxes Reciting an act

to be raised within said town, for settling a minister, building a meet-
°

ing-house or meeting-houses, laying out, making or repairing roads,

be levied upon the several proprietors of said plantation, according

to their interest, agreable to the act first aforesaid, until the further

order of the general court ; and zuhereas, since the making the law
last aforesaid, the westerly part of Richmont hath by one law of this nee-ev, chap.

province, made in the seventh year of his present majesty's reign,

been incorporated into a distinct town by the name of Richmont, and
sundry taxes have been agreed upon and assessed, agreable to the acts

aforesaid and for the purposes aforesaid, on the proprietors of the

lands in said Richmont, part of which remains uncollected ; and
irhcreas, in order to compleat building a meeting-house and settling

a minister, in said Richmont, it will be necessary to raise and collect

further sums of money upon the proprietors of said Richmont, and
the same cannot be collected without the further aid of the general

court, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Repre-

sentatives,

That the lands in said Richmont, of the several proprietors there i^tjiinquc'it p'o-
' 11. 1 1 prietora lancls in

who have not paid, or hereafter shall not, by the time set and agreed Riciimont,to be

upon by said proprietors, pay their respective proportions of such
asiessora'^i'n ihe

assessment, which heretofore have been, or hereafter shall be made same manner aa

upon them for the purposes aforesaid, pursuant to the votes of said ifabietcfbe sold

proprietors, and the laws aforesaid, shall, for the payment thereof,
actof 2dQeo"

l>e subject to be sold by the assessors there, or the major part of iii.

them, who made or shall make such assessment, in the same manner
as the lands of proprietors in new plantations were liable to be sold

by virtue of an act, made in the second year of his present majesty's

reign, intitled " An Act to subject the unimproved lands within this i76i-62, chap,

province to be sold for the payment of taxes assessed on them by
order of the general court, and votes and agreements of the pro-

prietors thereof, and to enable proprietors to levy province and county

taxes laid on them." [Passed March 5, 1774.

44.

CHAPTER 24.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO ONE ACT OR LAW OF THIS PROVINCE,
MADE AND PASSED IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF HIS PRESENT
MAJESTY'S REIGN, INTITLED "AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR
THE ASSESSING THE MONIES UPON THE LANDS OF THE PROPRIE-
TORS IN THE TOWNSHIP OF ASHFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF HAMP-
SHIRE, WHICH ARE DUE FROM THE SAID PROPRIETORS, TO DEFREY
THE CHARGES HEREAFTER MENTIONED, AND TO PROVIDE A
METHOD FOR THE COLLECTING AND LEVYING OF THE SAME."

Whereas, by the preamble of the act intitled '
' An Act to make Preamble,

provision for the assessing the monies upon the lands of the proprie- g"^"^^' *''**p*

tors in the township of Ashfleld, in the county of Hampshire, which
are due from the said proprietors, to defrey the charges hereafter

mentioned, and to provide a method for the collecting and levying the

same," it is evident that it was the intention and design of the

* The act recited was passed in the sixth year of Oeo. III.
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makers of the said act, to make provision for the clefreyiag the charges

and expences necessarily incurred by several persons employed by
the proprietors or owners of lands in the said Ashfield, in attending

upon and applying to the general court for relief from the perplexi-

ties and difficulties in which the said proprietors had been involved

by divers means, and from divers causes, mentioned 'and expressed

in the said act, but it appears, upon a careful inspection of the

enacting clauses of the said act, that the said provision was not made,
to the great grievance of the persons so employed by the said pro-

Pieambie. prietors ; and tvhereas it hath been lately discovered that at the times

when the said proprietors held theu* meetings at which they did

chuse and appoint the said persons to attend and apply to the general

court for the relief and help aforesaid, they, the said proprietors, had
not, by law, any right or power to call and hold any meetings for

such or any other purpose whatsoever, which was not then known
by the said proprietors, but they supposed that they had good and
lawful authority to call and hold meetings for that purpose ; and
whereas the said persons employed, as aforesaid, to apply to the

general court, who have spent much time and money in travelling to,

and attending on, several sessions of the general court, to sollicit and
procure the relief aforesaid, are unable to bear the cost and expence
thereof without the assistance and contribution of their fellow-pro-

prietors, who have shared with them in the benefit of the relief

granted to the said proprietors by the general court, —
Be it enacted by the Governor^ Council and House of Representatives,

.Tefie(MiFo8^er, [Sect. 1.] That Jcdcdiah Foster, Esq., William Williams, Esq.,

wuiiame. Esq., aud Mr. Thomas Denny, who, by the said act, were appointed and

DunfiV''8'power empowered to enquire and determine what sums of money were due
continued, to from and to diverse persons and on diverse considerations, mentioned

u'nntnnwhat'is in thc Said act, and to assess the same upon the lands in the said

'!rn*rir7r8t
Ashficld which have been laid out and brought to severalty, are

obadiahDickin- hereby fully authorized and empowered, also, to enquire and determine

for^sulid^y^ser.' what is justly duc from the said proprietors to the said persons em-
vicesdoncby ploycd by the Said proprietors, as aforesaid, aud who did in fact

attend upon and apply to the general court for the relief aforesaid,

for their service aud expence therein ; and also what Mr. Obadiah
Dickinsou, of Hatfield, shall reasonably deserve to have of the said

pi'oprietors, for his trouble and expence in making application to this

court and attending on the same for the purpose of procuring this

act ; and to assess all such sums of money as they, the said Jedediah

Foster, William Williams and Thomas Denny, or any two of them,

on such enquiry, shall judge and determine to be due to the persons

employed and empowered by the said proprietors, as abovesaid, and
to the said Obadiah, for all aud every the services abovesaid, upon

und uiidf b*e
^^^ ^^^ lands in the said Ashfield which have been laid out and

ionsiiigto ' brought to severalty (excepting the public rights, and the lands in

from't^xfor""^' the said Ashfield which were owned by the people, in the said Ashfield,
such services. >vho wcrc, iu the judgment of the said Jedediah Foster, William Wil-

liams and Thomas Denny, or any two of them, of the Baptists per-

swasion on the thirtieth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-one,— that being the last time when any persons were ap-

pointed by the said proprietors to the services abovesaid) ; and also

to levy and order the payment of such monies so assessed, to the

said persons improved and employed, as abovesaid, by the said pro-

prietors, and to the said Obadiah, respectively, in the same way and
Committee cm- manner as, in and by the act aforesaid, it is provided and directed that
DOWGrCQ to

' •/ 'A
assess, levy and the Said Jedediah Foster, William Williams and Thomas Denny, the
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committee above named, shall assess, levy and order the moneys order the moiKy

which they were by the said act authorized to assess ; and that the [he^u-eiisurer, to

treasurer who may hereafter be chosen by the said proprietors shall whom due,

make payment of the said monies, pursuant to the said committee's

orders, without any such consent or agreement of the said proprietors,

previously had and obtained therefor as is expressed and provided

in the said act, as a condition of his paying the monies which the

said committee, by the said act, were impowered to assess and order.

Provided, always,—
[Sect 2.] That the said committee, before the allowance of the Committee to

charges and demands of the persons imployed as abovesaid, or of fi'irprop'rk'tors

the said Obadiah, or any of them, shall give reasonable notice and
that'tbo^m'i''*'

opportunity to the said proprietors to make before them their objec- have opport'u-

tions and exceptions to all accounts and demands which the persons
"hl.'il^eto"^^''"''

employed as abovesaid, and the said Obadiah, shall make and lay

before them, against the said proprietors ; the said notice to be given

either by posting up notifications, or in and by the public newspapers,
or any other way or manner as to the said committee shall appear suf-

ficient and effectual.

And irhereas, in and by the aforesaid act, it is enacted and pro-

vided in the words following ; to wit, " That all such sums of money KecUaifrom a
ioriner act

as shall be assessed and levied in manner aforesaid, shall be paid by
the collector of the said proprietors, and by the said committee,

respectively, into the hands of the treasurer of the said proprietors,

to the use of the said proprietors, and shall be by him paid out, to

such persons to whom the said committee, or the major part of them,

shall judge to* the same to be due, upon orders from the said commit-
tee, or the major part of them, to be therefor drawn on the said

ti'easurer in case the said proprietors, at any legal proprietors' meet-

ing, hereafter to be called and held, shall, by a major vote, agree and
give their consent thereto : provided, always, that the said Baptists P;'!'!',*'^.,''"'',®.

shall not have any voice or vote respecting the payment or disposi- spccting the dis-

tion of the monies which shall be assessed and levied by the said cam-
^°o^ney U^eMcd

mittee for the payment of the said Mr. Sherwin's salary, nor upon forMr. sher-

the question whether those monies shall be ordered out of the said ^'° * ^^ ^^^' ^^'

treasurer's hands, by the said committee" ;
— but the case, in fact, at Former act de-„,•;. , . j-Ti 1 i'li • clared insnfh-

the time of the makmg and passmg the said act, was and still is oientforthepur.

such, that the said proprietors had not, and still have not, any treas- p°®®^ mtended.

urer or any other officer, excepting a collector, appointed by the said

committee, under and by virtue of the said act ; and there then was
not, and still is not, any act or law of this province impowering the

said proprietors to call or hold any meeting for the choice of any offi-

cer or officers, or for the transacting any business whatsoever by
major vote ; so that, unless further provision should be made for the

said proprietors by this court, the said act already made and designed

for their relief will be wholly abortive and ineffectual,

—

Be it therefore further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the proprietors and owners of lands in the said
^^^J'/rsTr'^tands

Ashfield which have been laid out and brought to severalty, except- in severalty,

ing such owners of such lands there, who, on the said thirtieth day of
ennwwM-ed^to^'''

May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-one, were of the de- caii a meeting,

nomination of the people called Baptists, shall be and hereby are former'^act.
^°

enabled and impowered to procure the calling and holding a meeting

of such proprietors or owners of such lands, in the same manner and
way as is prescribed and directed in and by one act or law of this

province, made and passed in the twelfth year of her majesty Queen

• This word is not in the act referred to.
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I7i2-i3,chap. 9. Ann, mtitled "An Act directing how meetings of proprietors of

lands lying in common and undivided * may be called "
; and that

such proprietors, when so assembled, shall have full power, by the

votes of so many of them as own the greater part of the interest of

T^ choose 8uch all thosc proprietors who shall be so assembled, to chuse such offlcers

as they shall judge they stand in need of : provided, such officers shall

be no other than such as the proprietors of lands lying in common
and undivided are by law impowered to chuse— and also to pass and
act on all such matters and questions as the said proprietors of the

lands in the said Ashfield which have been laid out and brought to

severalty are, by the act first mentioned, impowered to do. \_P<tssed

March 9, 1774.

officers as they
Bliall judge
necessary, &o.

CHAPTER 25.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE TOWN OF STOUGHTON AND THE DISTRICT
OF STOUGHTONHAM TO SELL CERTAIN LANDS LYING WITHIN THE
SAID DISTRICT OF STOUGHTONHAM, CALLED MINISTRY LANDS, LY-
ING NEAR A PLACE CALLED COW IIILL.t

Preamble.

A committee of
Btoughton and
Stoughtonham
empowered to
sell seventy-five
acres of land,
and give deeds.

Whereas it has been represented and made to appear to this court

that, at a meeting of the proprietors of the town of Dorchester, Feb-
ruary the 11th, 1705-6, it was voted that seventy-five acres of land

should be laid out for the use of the ministry, forever, for the benefit of

those ministers that shall be ordained in that place, from time to time
;

viz"^'^., in the land belonging to said Dorchester, beyond the Blue Hills,

as appears by said Dorchester records ; which land the said proprie-

tors have laid out in a remote part of their land adjoining southerly

on the county line, and now lieth in the [saicZ] district of said

Stoughtonham, near a place known by the name of Cow Hill, as

appears by the plan thereof ; and whereas, it has been represented

to this court that, if said land were sold for the most it would fetch,

and the money arising by the sale thereof were improved for the uses

aforesaid, and no other, it might be of great advantage to the ministers

now settled in said town and district, or that shall be hereafter settled,

as well as to the inhabitants of said town and district, —•

'

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Councd and House of Repre-
sentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the said town of Stoughton and district of

Stoughtonham be and hereby are impowered to make sale of the said

seventy-five acres of land, for the most it will fetch ; and that Elijah

Dunbar, Esqi^'^-, Abijah Uphain, and Christopher Wadsworth, of said

Stoughton, and Samuel Bird, and Joseph Hewins, Esqi^'^., of said

Stoughtonham, be a committee to sell said land, and to give a deed or

deeds of sale of the same to the purchaser or purchasers thereof, in

behalf of said town and district, and receive the money therefor, or

take suflicient bonds for the same on lawful interest fur one year
next coming, with sufficient sureties ; and that said committee account
with the town of Stoughton and district of Stoughtonham for said

money or bonds when thereto required.

• The words "and undivided" are not in the title of the act referred to.

t The engrossed act was never sealed.


