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courts of record proper to try the same : one moiety thereof to him
that shall sue for the same, and the other to and for defreying the

charges of said town.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That the selectmen or committee aforesaid shall have

power to order and cause the several sluices for the fish, in said town,

to be opened whenever, or as soon as, the alewives shall ar[r]ive at

them, and to order them shut again whenever all the fish have passed

up the rivers to cast their spawn ; any law, usage, or custom to the

contrary notwithstanding.

[Sect. 8.] This act to continue and be in force for three years,

and from thence to the end of the then next session [s] of the

genei'al court, and no longer. [^Passed March 8
;
published March 9,

1774.

CHAPTER 30.

AN ACT TO PREVENT NEAT CATTLE, HORSES, SHEEP, GOATS AND
SWINE FROM GOING AT LARGE UPON THE ISLAND OF CHABEQUI-
DICK AT CERTAIN SEASONS OF THE YEAR; AND FOR PREVENTING
OTHER TRESPASSES BEING DONE ON ANY OF THE INDIAN LANDS
ON SAID ISLAND, FOR THE FUTURE.

Preamble.

Neat cattle, &c.,

not to go at
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between the
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on penalty.

"Whereas there are certain lands and meadows within the town-

ship of Edgartown, in the county of Dukes County, on the island of

Chabequidick, that are owned by the Indian inhabitants of said

island ; and it being represented to this court, by said Indians, that

they are greatly injured by reason of their wood being cut and carried

off from said island, for market or otherwise, by some of the Indian

proprietors thereof, as well as by some of their English neighbours,

and also by neat cattle, horses, sheep, goats, and swine, going at

large on said island at certain seasons of the year ; and as the said

Indians are unable to fence their fields, by reason of the scarcity of

wood on said island, their crops of corn are much exposed and
many times are almost wholly destroyed ; for remedy whereof,—

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa-

tives,

[Sect. 1.] That, from and after the tenth day of April next, no
person shall presume to turn or drive any neat cattle, horses, sheep,

goats, or swine, upon any part of the Indian lands on the island of

Chabequidick, in order to feed thereon, or suffer them to go at Inrgo,

there, from and after the tenth day of April, until the thirtieth day of

October, annually, on the penalty of ten shillings per head for all neat

cattle and horses, and three shillings per head for all sheep, goats, or

swine, so turned on ; and six shillings per head for all neat cattle and
horses, and two shillings per head for all sheep, goats, or swine, that

shall be found going at large on said island within said limited time

:

except such horses, neat cattle, sheep, goats, and swine which are in

fact the property of some of the Indian proprietors of said, island,

also said cattle that shall be actually improved for plowing their

lands, for planting and sowing the same,— all wJiich last-mentioned

creatures are allowed to go at large on said island from the thirtieth

day of October until the twentieth day of May, annually, and no
longer, under the same penalties as is by this act already provided.
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And be it further enacted.,

[Sect. 2.] That if any person or persons shall presume to cut for Penalty on

sale, or carry away from said island, any manner of wood, under- cut^orcarV***"

wood, timber, poles, or trees, standing, growing, or lying upon any of away wood,

the Indian lands on said island, on any pretence whatsoever, every per- from'^any of the

son so offending shall forfeit and pay unto the party or parties injured Indians' lands.

or trespassed upon,— or to the use of the Indian proprietors, inhabi-

tants on said island, or to their lawful guardians, for the use of said

Indians,— the sum of twenty shillings for every tree of one foot over,

and ten shillings for every tree or pole under that bigness, or for

other wood, or underwood, treble the value thereof ; to be recovered

by action before any of his majesty's justices of the peace, for the

county aforesaid, if the forfeiture exceed not forty shillings, but if

above that sum, then before the court of common pleas within said

county : and if any person shall be convicted a second time of the

like offence, he, she, or they, shall forfeit and pay for the same the

sum of twenty shillings, as a fine, over and above the above-men-
tioned forfeiture, or suffer one month's imprisonment.

And be U further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the guardians, for the time being, that may be Ouardiansto

appointed by this court, from time to time, to take the care and over- act be duly
'*

sight of said Indians, are hereby impowered and required to see to oi>8erved.

the due observance of this act, at the charge of the Indians, proprie-

tors of said island, and to prosecute all breakers of the same ; and
all forfeitures arising for any breach of this act, to be applied to and
for the use of the Indian proprietors inhabiting on said island, at the

direction of said guardians.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force for and during the ContinuaUon.

term of three years, and no longer. \_Passed and published March 9,

1774.

CHAPTER 31.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE PROPRIETORS OF STOW, IN THE COUNTY
OF MIDDLESEX, SO OFTEN AS IT SHALL BETHOUGHT NECESSARY
FOR THEM, TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE USE OF SAID PROPRIE-
TORS, AND TO TAX AND ASSES [S] THE ORIGINAL PROPRIETORS OF
SAID TOWN AND THEIR HEIRS, IN EQUAL PROPORTION TO THEIR
INTEREST WHEN THE FIRST LOTTS WERE DIVIDED AND DRAWN;
AND TO ENABLE THE PRESENT COLLECTOR OF SAID PROPRIETORS
TO RAISE MONIES ALREADY GRANTED AND ASSESSED BY AND ON
SAID PROPRIETORS.*

"Whereas the proprietors of Stow, in the county of Middlesex, Preamble,

have long since divided almost all the common lands formerly belong-

ing to said proprietors, into severalty; a^id ivhereas, of late, a dispute

in law hath arose, whereby it is become necessary for the proprietors

of Stow aforesaid, to raise money and assess the proprietors of

Stow,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Repre-
sentatives,

[Sect. 1.1 That it shall and may be lawful for the proprietors of Proprietors cm.
^ —

'

*^ ^ powered to
Stow aforesaid, at any meeting of said proprietors regularly assem- grant money.

• The engrossed act was never sealed.


