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until the first day of November, one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-eight, and from thence to the end of the then next session of

the general court, and no longer. [Passed March 8
;
published March

9, 1V74.

CHAPTER 34.

AN ACT FOU CONTINUING AN ACT INTlT[Cr]LED "AN ACT FOR
GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL RATES AND DUTIES OF
IMPOST AND TONNAGE OF SHIPPING."*

Preamble.
1770-71, chap. 2.

Contiuiiatiou.

Whereas the act intituled "An Act for granting unto his

majesty several rates and duties of impost and tonnage of shipping,"

made in the eleventh year of his present majesty's reign, is near expir-

ing, and having been found useful and beneficial,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Repre-
sentatives,

That the act aforesaid be continued, with all and every article,

clause, matter and thing therein contained, and shall be in force until

the first day of March, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five,

and no longer. [^Passed March 8
;
published March 9, 1774.

Notes.— There were but two sessions of the General Court this year, and both were
held at Boston. The first session was prorogued June 29th, and the second, March 9,

1774. All the public acts of this year were printed,— chapter 14, separately. The en-
grossments of chapters 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 11, 14, 16, 18, 20, 24, 30, and of the private act.

Lave not been preserved.
The title of the private act is as follows :

—
" An Act to enable Bunker Spraj^ue of Maiden in the County of Middlesex to take the

name of Ebenezer Harnden." — \_Paased June 29.

All of the engrossed acts of the second session that are preserved, are without the prov-
ince seal ; and, as the extant acts of the next year are similarly defective, it is" likely that
the seal was not applied to any act after March, 1774.

It does not appear at what date the acts of either session were certified for transmission

;

but Gov. Hutchinson's letter accompanying his remarks on the acts of the first session (it

appears, by his letter-book, that he sent duplicates, on the thirteenth of September) is

dated Aug. 7, 1773. It reached the Plantations Office, Sept. 21, and from that olfice it

was received by the clerk of the Privy Council, in waiting, Sept. 23, and, togetlicr with
the acts, was laid before the Council, Oct. 8. On the same day, the acts wereordered to

1)0 sent to the Board of Trade, where they were received, Oct. 11. On the twenty-sixth,
the Board referred them to Mr. Jackson, for his opinion thereon, whose report on all

except chapter 5, bears date, Feb. 22, 1774, and his report on chapter 5, bears date, April
13, 1774. The latter report was read and considered, by the Board, April 21, and the
former report was read at the Board, Jan 26, 1775.
Governor Hutchinson's. letter accompanying the acts of the second session and his re-

marks thereon, is dated April 5, 1774. It reached the Board of Trade, May 24, and was
delivered to the clerk of the Privy Council, in waiting, May 31. The next day it was
laid, together with the accompanj'ing papers, before the Council, and by them referred to

the Board of Trade, where it was received on the third of June.' On the sixteenth, the
order of the Council referring them, was i cad, and the acts were Ordered to be sent to Mr.
Jackson, for his opinion, &e. Mr. Jackson's report, which is dated July 21, was received
by the Board, August 22, but seems not to have been considered until Oct. 25, when that
and the acts were read, and an order passed that the draught of a report to the Lords of
the Committee of the Privy Council, upon these acts, be prepared.
As no further proceedings upon tiiese acts have been discovered, it is presumed that

they were sufi'ered to " lie by" during the progress of more important and exciting events
which were impending in Massachusetts before these acts had reached England, a,nd

which actually occurred before they had beeti finally acted upon.
The following c-ommunications which passed between the Governor and the House of

Representatives show flie jealousy with which the Governor had come to regard the inno-
vations attetniUcd by the popular party. How the proposed change could have afFectcd

the relations between the province and the crown is not obvious. It certainly could not
have formed the basis of a claim to autonomy or independence. On the other hand it is

equally clear that the Governor's interpretation of his instructions not to assent to any
bill of an unusual or extraordinary nature was strained to meet this case, since the opera-

tion of the bill was not affected by the formal introduction of the regal style :
—

• The engrossed act was never sealed.


