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this session, of ten thousand three hundred and twelve pounds ten
shillings, to be levied on polls and estates, when received into the

treasm-y, be and hereby is appropriated for that purpose and no
other.

And, as a further fund to enable the treasurer to discharge said

receipts and obligations,

—

Be it enacted^

[Sect. 5.] That the monies arising upon impose duties for the
years one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four and one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-five, be appropriated for that purpose.
[Passed June 17.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT TO EXEMPT THE PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS, AND ANTIPE-
DOBAPTISTS, FROM PAYING TAXES FOR THE SUPPORT OF MINIS-
TERS SETTLED BY THE LAWS OF THIS PROVINCE, AND FOR THE
BUILDING AND REPAIRING [OF] MEETING-HOUSES OR PLACES OF
PUBLIC [K] WORSHIP.

Preamble.

1770-71, chap.
10.

Who to be
exempted from
paying taxes
towards the
support of
ministers, &c.

Proviso.

Form of certifi-

eate.

Whereas the act for exempting persons called Quakers, and Anti-
pedobaptists, within this province, from paying ministerial taxes, is

expired,—
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That none of the persons who are either of the per-

swasion of the people called Quakers, or Antipedobaptists, who
alledge a scruple of conscience as the reason of their refusal to pay
any part or proportion of such taxes as are, from time to time,

assessed for the support of the minister or ministers of any church
settled by the laws of this province, shall have their polls, or estate

real or personal, in their own hand and under their actual improve-
ment, taxed or assessed in any tax or assessment hereafter made for

the raising any monies toward[s] the settlement or support of such
minister or ministers, nor for building or repairing any meeting-house
or place of public [k] worship, or be obliged to collect any taxes

granted for the purposes aforesaid.

And, to the intent that it may be better known who are to be ex-

empted by this act,—
Be it enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That no person in any town, district or precinct in

this province, shall for the future be esteemed or taken to be of the

perswasion of the people called Quakers, or Antipedobaptists, so as to

have his, her, or their, poll or polls, or any estate to him, her, or them,
belonging, exempted, by virtue of this act, from paying a proportion-

able part of the ministerial or other taxes in this act mentioned, but
such whose names shall be contained in a list or lists, taken and
signed by three members of some Quaker, or Antipedobaptist, society

or congregation, who shall be chosen by said society or congregation
for that purpose (one whereof to be the minister, where there is any)

;

who shall therein certify, for substance, with respect to the people
called Quakers, in the form following ; viz"^'^., —
We, the subscribers, being chosen a committee by the society of t!ie people

called Quakers, who meet together for religious worship on the Lord's Day
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or first clay of the week, in , to exhibit a list or lists of the

names of such persons as belong to said society or congregation, do certity,

that do belong to said society or congregation, and that

they do frequently and usually, when able, attend with us in our meetings

i'or religious worship on the Lord's Day or first day of the week ;
and we

verily b'elieve are of our perswasion.
^

Signed, A. B.,]

Dated, C. D., ^Committee.
E. F.J

And, with respect to the Antipedobaptists, in the words following

;

VIZ'
[t]

We, the subscribers, being chosen a committee by the society of the people Form of certifl.

called Antipedobaptists, Avho meet together for religious worship on the

Lord's Day, in , to exhibit a list or lists of the names such per-

sons as belong to said society or congregation, do certify, that

do belong to said society or congregation, and that they do frequently

and usually, when able, attend with us in our meetings for rt'ligious worship

on the Lord's Day, and we do verily bel[ei] [ie]ve are, with respect to the or-

dinance of baptism, of the same religious sentiments with us.

Signed, A. B.,^

Dated C. D., } Commiltee.
E. F.J

— which certificate, so signed, the said committee shall cause to be de-

livered to the town, district or precinct clerk, respectively, where such

person or persons, contained in such list or lists, dwell or have

estate[s] liable to be taxed, on or before the first day of September,

annually ; and the cleric, on receiving such certificate, shall enter' the

same at large in the town, district or precinct book, in his keeping,

with the time when the same was delivered to him ; and shall deliver

an attested copy of such certificate, and the time when the same was

delivered to him, to any person desiring the same, receiving therefor

fourpence only ; which copy shall be received as evidence on any

tryal respecting the taxing the persons whose names are contained in

said certificate, for .any ministerial charge or charges, or for building

or repairing any meeting-house.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That no person shall be allowed to have any vote in QuaimcaUonoi

any matter relating to the settlement or support of any minister, or to the* support

building or repairing of any meeting-house or place of publick wor- of^« minister,

ship, towards the settlement or support of which minister, or toward

the building or repairing of which meeting-house or place of publick

worship, such person or persons shall, by virtue of this act, in any

way be exempted from paying or being taxed.

Provided, nevertheless, and he it further enacted,

[SEct. 4.] That it shall always hereafter, during the continuance Proviso,

of this act, be in the power of any town, district or precinct, where

any person or persons dwell or have any rateable estate who profess

themselves to be either of the people called Quakers, or Antipedo-

baptists— at any meeting of such town, district or parish, lawfully

assembled by virtue of a warrant or notification in which a clause

for this purpose shall be inserted— by a vote of the major part of

the qualified voters other than those who profess themselves to be

Quakers, or Antipedobaptists, to exempt and excuse from ministerial

tax, or taxes for building any meeting-house or place of public[k]

worship, the pol[^][e]s and estate[s], respectively, of any person or

persons dwelling, or having any rateable estate, in any such town, dis-

trict or precinct, who profess themselves to be of the people called

Quakers, or Antipedobaptists, altho' no such list or lists as is before
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mentioned in this act should be exhibited to the clerk of such town,

district or precinct ; and that, in every such case, it shall not be lawful

for the assessors of any town, district or precinct, to assess any per-

son or persons so exempted, to any ministerial tax or taxes, or for the

building or repairing of any meeting-house or place [of] [foi-^ pub-

lick worship, during the time for which they shall be so exempted, any
thing in this act to the contrarj' notwithstanding.

Provided, nevertheless, —
[Sect. 5.] Nothing in this act shall be construed to exempt any

proprietor of any new township from paying his part and proportion

with the major part of the other proprietors of such new township, in

settling a minister and building a meeting-house which hath been

or shall be required as a condition of their grant.

[Sect. 6.] This act to be in force for the space of three years

from and after the first day of July next, and from thence to the

end of the then next session of the general court, and no longer.

\^Passed June IG.*

CHAPTER 7.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND CONTINUING CERTAIN LAWS THAT ARE
EXPIRED, OR NEAR EXPIRING.

I'roamble.

1764-6,'),
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Revival and
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Whereas the two acts hereinafter mentioned, the one of which is

expired, and the other near expiring, have been found useful and
beneficial; y'lz^^^., one act made in the fourth year of his present

majesty's reign, intitled " An Act in addition to an act, intit[u]led

' An Act providing in case of sickness ; '
" and another act made in

the twelfth year of the same reign, intit[u]led " An Act in addition

to an act, made in the fifth year of the reign of his present majesty,

intit[u]led 'An Act to prevent the destruction of oysters in the several

bays and rivers, hereafter mentioned, within this province.'
"

Be it therefore enacted hy the Governor, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

That the fii'st of the before-mentioned acts, which is expired, be

revived ; and that the other act before mentioned, not yet expired, be

continued, with all and every clause, matter and thing in them, or

either of them, contained, and shall be in force until the tenth day of

November, one thousand seven hundi-ed and seventy-eight, and from

thence to the end of the then next session of the general court, and

no longer. \^Passed Jane 17,

* Signed June 17, according to the record.


