
[2d Sess.] Province Laws. — 1775-76.

[revolutionary period— "COLONY."]

423

ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Water-
town, ON the Twentieth day of September,

A. D. 1775.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF FORTY-SIX
THOUSAND POUNDS, UPON THE SEVERAL TOWNS AND OTHER PLACES
IN THIS COLONY HEREINAFTER NAMED, FOR DEFREYING THE PUB-
LIC CHARGES AND FOR THE SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENT.

Whereas it is necessary that the aforesaid sum of forty-six thou-

sand pounds should be raised and paid into the public treasury of this

colony as soon as may be to defrey such public charges as have arisen,

or may arise, and for the support of government ; therefore, for the

ordering, directing and effectual [?Jy drawing into the treasury the

said sum of forty-six thousand pounds, —
Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same^
[Sect. 1.] That each town and other place within this colony be

assessed, and pay as such town, and other place's proportion of the

sum of forty-six thousand pounds, the following sum set against them
respectively ; that is to say, —

COLONY TAX.

IN THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK.

Boston, .

Roxbury,

Dorchester,

Milton, .

Braintree,

Weymouth,

Hinghani,

Three hundred and seventy-seven pounds nine
shillings and one penny three farthings,

Three hundred and forty-eifihr pounds eight

shillini-s and fourpence halfpenny,
One hundred and ninety-six pounds fifteen

shillings and one penny fiirthing, .

Four hundred and twenty-six pounds one shil-

ling and one peu'iv three faiiliings.

Two hundred and thirty-one pounds one shil-

ling aTul one pciuiy,

Three hundred and eleven pounds fourteen
shillings and fourpenee halfpenny.

£377 9.9. \d. 3y.*

348 8 4 2

196 15 1 1

42G 1 1 3

'2ol 1 1

311 14 4 2

' In the eDgrossment, the farthings are represented by vulgar fractions; thus, "^4," &c.
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Suffolk County— Continued.

Dedham,

.

Medfield,

"Wrentham,

Brookline,

Ncedharn,

Stoughton,

Stoughtonham
trict,

Mcdway,

.

Bellingham,

Hull,

Walpole,

.

Chelsea, .

Cohasset,

Dis

Three hundred and seventy pounds six shil-

lings and ninepencc farthing,

One hundred and forty-nine pounds and five-

pence three farthings,

Three hundred and seventy-four pounds
eighteen shillings and twopence halfpenny,

One hundred and forty-three pounds four shil-

lings and one penny three farthings,

One hundred and fifty-one pounds four shil-

lings and sixpence,
Two hundred and ninety-three pounds two

shillings and elevenpence halfpenny, .

One hundred [and] ihirty-four pounds three
shillings and fourpence halfpenny,

One hundretl and fifty-one pounds eight shil-

lings and cightpcnce three fai tilings, .

Ninetj'-eight pounds three shillings and one-
penny three farthings,

Thirty-four pounds nine shillings and eight-

pence three farthings,

One hundred and twenty-three pounds thirteen

shillings and fourpence farthing, .

Ninety-nine pounds three shillings and seven-
pence farthing,

One hundred and five pounds four shillings

and threepence farthing

Four thousand one hundred and nineteen
pounds twelve shillings and sevenpence.

t;370
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Essex County— Concluded.

Manchester,

Metbuen,

.

One hundred and twenty pounds and sixpence
halfpenny

One hundred and eighty-nine pounds two
shillings and threepence farthing,

Eight thousand six hundred and eighty-seven
pounds nine shillings and ninepence half-
penny,

£120 Os. (Sd. 2q

189 2 3 1

£8,687 9s. M. 2q.

IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.

Camhridge,

Charlestown,

Watertown,

Wohurn, .

Concord, .

Newto[w]n,

Reading, .

Marlborough,

Billerica, .

Framingham,

Lexington,

Chelmsford,

Sherburne,

Sudbury,

.

Maiden, .

Weston, .

Medford,

.

Littleton,

.

Hopkin[s]ton,

Westford,

Waltham,

Stow,

Groton, .

Shirley, .

Pepper [r] ell,

Townscnd,

Ashby, .

Stoncham,

Natick, .

Dracut, .

Three hundred and sixty-four pounds twelve
shillings and ninepence halfpenny,

Fifty-one pound [sj thirteen shillings and four-
pence,

One hundred and seventy-three pounds seven-
teen shillings and elevenpence.

Two hundred and eighty-five pounds three
shillings and eightpence three farthings,

Two hundred and sixty pounds eleven shillings
and tenpcnce three ferthings.

Two hundred and forty-two pounds fifteen

shillings and eightpence three farth [/«]gs, .

Two hundred and seventy-seven pounds five
shillings and tenpence three farthings, .

Three hundred and nineteen pounds three
shillings and one farthing, . . . .

Two hundred and seventeen pounds and one
penny,

Two hundred and fifty-two pounds two shil-

lings and tenpence halfpenny.
One hundred and seventy-four pounds two

shillings and threepence, ....
One hundred and ninety-four pounds fourteen

shillings and twopence farthing, .

One hundred and twenty-four pounds and a
halfpenny,

Three hundred and thirty-eight pounds seven-
teen shillings and elevenpence three far-

th [m]gs,
One hundred and sixty-one pounds ten shil-

lings and threepence three farthings, .

One hundred and sixty-one pounds nineteen
shillings and one penny three farth [m]gs, .

Two hundred and six pounds thirteen shillings
and fivepcnce,

One hundred and fifty-eight pounds fifteen

shillings and twopence halfpenny.
One hundred and sixty-five pounds fjur shil-

lings and sevenponce three farthings, .

One hundred and seventy-eight pounds fifteen

shillings and twopence halfpenny,
One hundred and fifty-five pounds eighteen

shillings and eightpence, ....
One hundred and forty-three pounds six shil-

lings and twopence three farthings,
Two hundred and forty-six pounds and ten-

pence farthing,

Eighty-seven pounds ten shillings and two-
pence halfpenny,

One hundred and thirty-six pounds nine shil-

lings and eightpence farthing.

One hundred and five pounds and elevenpence
farthing,

Forty-five pounds twelve shillings and eight-

pence,
Sixty-one pounds four shillings and eleven-
pence halfpenny, . . .

Eighty-one pounds four shillings and a half-

penny,
One hundred and forty-one pounds ten shil-

lings and ninepence,

£364
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MiBDLESEX County— Concluded.

Bedford, .

HoUiston,

Tewksbury,

Acton,

Dunstable,

Lincoln, .

Wilmington,

One hundred and thirteen pounds seven shil-

lings and one penny, ....
One hundred and thirty-five pounds eighteen

shillings and tenpence, ....
One hundred and eight pounds ten shillings

and tenpence three farthings,

One hundred and twenty-seven pounds nine-

teen shillings and fourpence farthing, .

One hundred and eighteen pounds five shillmgs
and sevenpence halfpenny, .

One hundred and sixteen pounds and sixpence
three farthings,

Ninety-nine pounds and eightpence halfpenny.

Six thousand three hundred and thirty-two
pounds eleven shill[m]gs and eightpence
three farth[m]gs,

£113 7s. \d. Oq.

135 18 10

108 10 10 3

127 19 4 1

118 5 7 2

116 6
99 8

£6,332 lis. 8d. 3g.

IN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE.

Springfield,



[2d Sess.] Pijovince Laws. — 1775-76.

[RKVOLUTIONAKY I'KRIOI) — •' COLONY."]
427

Hampshire County— Concluded.

Leverelt,

.

Palmer, .

Granville,

New Salem,

Belchertown,

Colrain, .

Ware,

Warwick,

Bernardston,

Murrayfield,

Charlemout,

Ashfield, .

Worthington,

Shutesbury,
Chesterfield,

Southwick,

Suffield, .

Enfield, .

Somers, .

West Springfield,

Ludlow District,

Twenty-five pounds four shillings and four-
pence,

Ninety-nine pounds nine shillings and a half-
penny,

One hundred and seventy-three pounds seven
shillings and three forthings,....

Eighty-seven pounds four shillings and nine-
pence farthing,

One hundred and ten pounds nine shillings and
three farthings,

Sixty-four pounds and elevenpence,

.

Fifty-one pounds thirteen shillings and four-
pence,

Forty-one pounds six shillings and eight-

pence,
Fifty-six pounds eight shillings and one penny

farthing
Sixty-three pounds sixteen shillings and eight-
pence three farthings,

Forty-five pounds nineteen shillings and four-
pence farthing,

Twenly-six pounds three shillings and six-
pence halfpenny,

Fifty-six pounds three shillings and sixpence,
Eighty-four [bounds fourteen shillings and
threepence farthing,

Seventy-four pounds niiieteen shillings and
threepence halfpenny,

Fifty-five pounds nineteen shillings and eleven-
pence,

Twenty-six pounds one shilling and tenpence
halfpennj',

Twenty-seven pounds eight shillings and two-
pence farthing,

Two hundred and eighty-three pounds nine
shillings and one penny, ....

Thirty-eight pounds six shillings and sixpence
halfpenny

Four thousand three hundred and forty-six
pounds three shillings and one penny three
farth[m]gs,

£25
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Plymouth County— Concluded.

Halifax, .

War[«]hani,

Eighty-four pounds seventeen shillings and
tivepence farthing,

Eighty-one pounds two shillings and a half-

penny,

Three thousand six hundred and eighty-seven
pounds nine shillings and sevenpence half-

pen [»]y, . .

£84 17s. 5rf. \q.

81 2 2

£3,687 9*. Id. 2q.

IN THE COUNTY OF BARNSTABLE.

Barnstable,

Sandwich,

Yarmouth,

Eas [t] ham,

Harwich,

.

Wellfleet,

Chatham,

Truro,

Falmouth,

Three hundi'ed and thirty-four pounds eleven
shillings and twopence, . . .

•
.

Two hundred and sixty pounds seven shillings

and eightpence halfpenny, ....
Two hundred and thirty-five pounds and five-

pence
One hundred and ninety pounds nineteen shil-

lings and a halfpenny,
One hundred and ninety-two pounds thirteen

shillings and eightpence farthing, .

One hundred and thirty-seven pounds eight
shillings and tenpence three farthings, .

Ninety pounds nineteen shillings and four-
pence farthing,

One hundred and fourteen pounds eleven shil-

lings and threepence three farthings, .

One hundred and ninety-one pounds three
shillings and sevenpence halfpenny.

One thousand seven hundred and forty-seven
pounds fifteen shillings and twopence half-

penny,

£334 lis. 2d. Qq.

260 7 8 2

235 .5

190 19 2

192 13 8 1

137 8 10 3

90 19 4 1

114 11 3 3

191 3 7 2

£1,747 15s. 2d. 2q.

IN THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL,

Taunton,

.

Rehoboth,

Swanzey, with
wamet,

.

Dartmouth,

Norton, .

Mansfield,

Attleborough,

Dighton, .

Freetown,

Baynham,

Easton, .

Berkley, .

Sha

Four hundred and ten pounds twelve shillings

and twopence,
Five hundred and fourteen pounds sixteen

shillings and a halfpenny, . . . .

Two hundred and thirty-seven pounds thirteen
shillings and fivepence,

Eight hundred and eighty-seven pounds four-
teen shillings and sevenpence three far-

th[m]gs
One hundred and eighty-six pounds seven shil-

lings and sevenpence, .....
One hundred and twenty-one pounds six shil-

lings and twopence,
Three hundred and two pounds nine shillings

and fivei>cnce farthing,

One hundred and seventy-three pounds four
shillings and elevenpence three farthings, .

Two hundred and two pounds one shilling and
one penny three farthings, ....

One hundred and twenty-six pounds seven-
teen shillings and twopence three farth [tn] gs,

One hundred and forty-one pounds fifteen shil-

lings and ninepence
Ninety-eight pounds fourteen shillings, .

Three thousand four hundred and three
pounds twelve shillings and sixpence three
farth [m]gs,

£410
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IN THE COUNTY OF YORK.

York,

Kittcry, .

Wells, .

Ber.vick, .

Arundel, .

Biddcford,

Peppcrellborou

Lebanon,

.

Siindford,

Buxton, .

Kb,

Four hundred and three pounds nine shillings
and ninepence halfpenny

Four hundred and forty-two pounds seventeen
shillings and sevenpence three farthings.

Three hundred and fourteen pounds nineteen
shillings and one penny farthing, .

Four hundred and seventy-seven pounds sev-
enteen shillings and fivepence I'arth [in]g,

One hundred and forty-three pounds twelve
shillings and one penny, ....

One hundred and sixty-six pounds three shil-

lings,

One hundred and twenty-one pounds and nine-
pence

Forty-four pounds sixteen shillings and four-
pence halfpenny,

Forty-three pounds six shillings and eight-
pence three farthings,

Thirty-eight pounds ten shillings and eight-
pence halfpenny

Two thousand one hundred and ninety-six
pounds fourteen shillings and sevenpence
[one] farth[Mi]g,

£403 9s. 9d. 2q.

442 17 7 3

314 19 1 1

477 17 5 1

143 12 1

166 3

121 9

44 16 4 2

43 6 8 3

38 10 8 2

£2,196 Us. Id. Iq.

IN THE COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY.

Edgartown,

Chilmark,

Tisbury, .

One hundred and twenty-five pounds eighteen
shillings and elevenpence halfpenny, .

One luiiulrcd and lift^'-live pounds twelve shil-

lings and twopence,
One iiundrctl and fourteen pounds five shillings

and a half|)enn3%

Three hundred and ninety-live pounds sixteen
shillings and twopence,

£125 18s. IW. 2q.

155 12 2

114 5 2

£3?5 IGs. 2d. Oq.

IN THE COUNTY OF NANTUCKET.

Sherburne, Six hundred and nine pounds thirteen shillings

and seven pence three farth[«n]gs. £609 13s. 7d. 3q.

IN THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER.

Worcester,

Lancaster,

Mendon, .

Brookficld,

Oxford. .

Charlton,

.

Sutton, .

Leicester,

Spencer, .

Three hundred and twenty-nine pounds nine-
teen shillings and eightpence three far-

th[JM]gs,
Four hundred and eleven pounds four shillings

and eightpence farthing, . . . .

Three hundred and five pounds four shillings

and sixpence halfpenny, ....
Three hundred and ninety-five pounds twelve

shillings and ninepence three farthings.

One hundred and forty-two pounds twelve
shillings and fivepence halfpenny.

One hundred and forty-three pounds nine shil-

lings and elevenpence three fartbings, .

Three hundred and ninety pounds eight shil-

lings and tcnpence, • . . . .

One hundred and forty-five pounds four shil-

lings and twopence "three farthings.

One hundred and twenty-six pounds three
shillings and tenpence halfpenny,

£329
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Worcester County— Concluded.

Paxton, .

Rutland, .

Oakbam,

.

Hutchinson,

Hubbardston,

New Braintrcc,

Soutbborough,

Wcstborougb,

.

Northborough,

Shrewsbury,

Lunenburgh,

Fitchburgh,

Uxbridgc,

Harvard,

.

Dudley, .

Bolton, .

Upton,

Sturbridge,

Leominster,

Hardwick,

Holden, .

Western,

.

Douglas [s]

,

Grafton, .

Petershiira,

Royalston,

Westminster,

Athol, .

Templeton,

Princeton

Ashl)iirnham,
Winchendon,

Woodstock,

Northbridge,

Eighty-three pounds five shillings and a half-

penny, " .

One hundred and ninety pounds five shillings

and threepence,
Fifty-seven pounds nine shillings and four-
pence three farthings,

One hundred and sixty-seven pounds and two-
pence halfpenny,

Thirty-three pounds one shilling and nine-
pence

One hundred and thirty-one pounds three shil-

lings and fivepence,

One hundred and forty-seven pounds and
cIevenix.M)ce three flxrthings, ....

One hundred and fifty pounds one shilling and
elevenpence fiirthing, ....

One hundred and one pounds seven shillings

and tenpence farthing, . . . . '
.

Two hundred and seventy-eight pounds twelve
shillings and twopence halfpen[HJy,

Two hundred and three pounds eleven shil-

lings and sevenjjence halfpenny, .

Sixty-nine pounds nine shillings and fivepence
three farthings,

One hundred and forty-five pounds eight shil-

lings and fivepence,

One hundred and ninety-nine pounds sixteen
shillings and tenpence three farrh [(«] gs.

One hundred and twenty-eight pounds nine
shillings and fourpcnce halfpenny,

One hundred and ninety-one pounds eleven
shillings and elevenpence halfpenny, .

Seventy-eight pounds eleven shillings and six-

pence farthing,

One hundred and seventy-nine pounds three
shillings and sixpence three farth[j;j]i;s.

One hundred and fifty pounds nine shillings

and fivepence three farthings,

Two hundred and nineteen pounds seventeen
shillings and threepence halfpenny,

One hundred and four pounds sixteen shillings

and ninepence, . . ...
One hundred and forty pounds one shilling

and eightpence fartliing, ....
Eighty-six pounds nine shillings and nine-

pence,
One hundred and forty-seven pounds eighteen

shillings and one penny, ....
One hundred and forty-nine pounds four shil-

lings and ninepence three farthings,

Thirt3'-one pounds seventeen shillings and
elevenpence halfpenny, ....

One hundred and twenty-six pounds thirteen
shillings and three farth[m]gs.

Eighty-one pounds seventeen shillings and
three liirtliings,

One hundred pounds one shilling and eleven-
pence three farthings,

Ninety-three pounds seventeen shillings and
sixpence halfpenny,

Forty-five pounds one shilling ;uid tenpence, .

Thirty-seven pounds one shilling and fivepence
three farthings,

Twenty-eight pounds seventeen shillings and
fivepence,

Fifty-two pounds seven shillings and eleven-
pence halfpenny,

Six thousand five hundred and twenty-two
pounds six shillings and one penny,

£83
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IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND.
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Falmouth,

Cape Elizabeth,

North Yarmouth,

Scarborough,

Brunswick,

Harpswell,
Gorham, .

Windham,

I'iersontown,

New Boston,

New Gloucester,

Five hundred and twenty-ciglit pounds six
shillings and twopence,

One hundred and ninety-five pounds eight
shillings and fourpence three farthings,

One hundred and nmety-six pounds sixteen
shillings and fourpence farthing, .

Two hundred pounds nineteen shillings and
tivepence farthing,

One hundred and tive pounds eighteen shil-

lings and tivepence farthing, ....
Ninety-nine pounds and eightpence farthing, .

One hundred and four pounds thirteen shillings

and tivepence,

Forty-five pounds thirteen shillings and six-

pence,
Twenty-three pounds five shillings and five-

pence,
Fifteen pounds five shillings and sevenpence

farthing,

Thirty-eight pounds ten shillings and eight-

pence halfpenny,

One thousand live hundred and fifty-three

pounds eighteen shillings and one penny
halfpennj^,

£528
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IN THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE.

Sheffield,

.

Great Bairiiigtoii, ,

Stockbridge, .

West Stockbridge, .

Pittsfield,

New Marlborough,

.

Egremont,
Richmond,

Lenox, .

Tyringham,
Loudon, .

Alford, .

Lanesborougb,

Sandisfield,

Williamstown,

Becket, .

Gagebovougli,

.

PartridgefieUl,

East Hoosuck,

Jericho, .

Plantation No. 5, .

Plantation No. 7, .

Plantation Hart-
wood, .

Two hundred and sixteen pounds twelve shil-

lings and sixpence,
Ninety-four pounds eighteen shillings and ten-

pence farthing
Seventy-four pounds seventeen shillings and

fivepence, . . . . • .

Twenty-four pounds nineteen shillings and one
penn[ejy [two farthings] \_halfpennij'\,.

One hundred and twenty-seven pounds and
twopence,

One hundred and twenty-two pounds and seven
pence halfpenny,

Fifty pounds and twopence farthing.

Eighty-nine pounds fifteen shillings and three-

pence halfpenny
Fifty-seven pounds eighteen shillings and two-

pence,
Fifty-one pounds fifteen shillings and tenpence,

Nine pounds thirteen shillings and eightpence
farthing,

Thirty-tive pounds nine shillings and four-

pence,
One hundred and twenty-eight pounds six shil-

lings and fivepence halfpenny.
Ninety pounds six shillings and twopence,
Seventy-nine pounds fourteen shillings and
tenpence three farthings, ....

Thirty-six pounds three shillings and [a] [one]

farthing,

Forty-two pounds and fivepence farthing,

Twenty-eight pounds and eleven pence half- •

penny,
Forty-pounds eighteen shillings and three-

pence three farthings,

Eighteen pounds one shilling and sixpence
halfpenny,

Twenty-five pounds sixteen shillings and five-

pence halfpenny,
Twenty-five pounds sixteen shillings and five-

pence halfpenny,
Eleven pounds fifteen shillings and sixpence

halfpenny, .

One thousand four hundred and eighty-two

pounds one shilling and fivepence [farthing]

[halfpennyl,

£216
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Bristol, .

York,

Dukes County,

Nantucket,

Worcester,

Cumberland, .

Lincoln, .

Berkshire,

Three thousand four hundred and three pounds
twelve shillings and sixpence three farthings.

Two thousand one hundred and ninety-six
pounds fourteen shillings and sevenpence
[fiirthing] [ha/fpeimy], . . . .

Three hundred and ninety-five pounds sixteen
shillings and twopence,

Six hundred and nine pounds thirteen shillings
and sevenpence three farthings, .

Six thousand five hundi-ed and twenty-two
pounds six shillings and one penny,

One thousand five hundred and fifty-three

pounds eighteen shillings and one penny
halfpen[n]y,

Nine hundred and fourteen pounds fifteen

shillings and threepence halfpenny,
One thousand four hundred and eighty-two
pounds one shilling and fivepence farthing, .

Forty-six thousand pounds,

£3,403 125. Gd. 3q.

2,196 14 7 1

395 16 2

609 13 7 3

6,522 6 1

1,553 18 1 2

914 15 3 2

1,482 1 5 1

£46,000 Os. Od. Oq.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2,] That the treasurer do forthwith send out his warrants,

directed to the selectmen or assessors of each town or other place,

within this colon}', that are taxed, requiring them, respectively, to

assess the sum hereby set upon such town or other place, in manner
following ; that is to say, to assess all rateable polls above the age of

sixteen years, within their respective towns or other places, or next

adjo[Mr][i]ning to them, belonging to no other town or place, at five

shillings and fivepence (excepting the president, fellows, professors,

Hebrew instructor and students of Harvard Colle[(:/]ge, who have their

usual residence there, and settled ministers, who are hereby exempted,
as well for being taxed for their polls, as their estates being in their

own hands, and under their actual management and improvement, and
in the parishes where they are settled ; as also the estate belonging

and pertaining to Harvard College) ; and other persons, if such there

be, who, thro' age, infirmity or extreme poverty^, in the judg[e]ment
of the assessors, are not able to pay towards public charges, they may
exempt their polls or estate, or abate part of what they are set at, as

they on their oaths shall think to be just and equitable.

[Sect. 3.] And the justices in their general sessions in their respec-

tive counties assembled, in granting a county tax or assessment, are

hereby ordered and directed to apportion the same [o][^]n the sev-

eral towns and other places in such count}^ in proportion to tliis tax

;

and the assessors in each town in this colony, are also directed, in

making a town tax or assessment, to govern themselves by the same
rule ; and the incomes of all estates, both real and personal, lying or

being within the limits of such town or other place, or next unto the

same, not paying elsewhere, in whose hands, tenure, occupation or pos-

session the same is or shall be found, and also the income or prof[fJ-

its which any person or persons, except as before excepted, do or

shall receive from money at interest more than he or she pays interest

for, or from any trade or faculty, business or employment whatsoever,

and all prof[f] its which shall or may arise by money, or commissions

of prof [f] its, in their improvement, at so much on the pound as to-

gether with what is set on the poll will make up the sum set and or-



434 Peovince Laws. — 1775-76. [Chap. 6.]

[revolutionary period— '
' COLONY.' ']

dered hereby for each town or other phxce to pay ; and in making said

assessment, to estimate houses and lands and other real estate at the

amount of six years' yearly rent whereat the same may reasonably be

set or let for in the place where they lay, exclusive of necessary and
ordinary repairs ; the said houses and lands to be taxed to such per-

sons as shall be the actual tenants thereof (new cleared lands for til-

lage not to be rated until [/] the first crop be taken off) ; and to esti-

mate Indian, negro and m[o][;f]latto servants proportionably as

other personal estate, according to the sound judgment and discretion

of such assessors ; as also to estimate every ox of four years old and
upwards, at forty shillings ; every cow or heifer of three years old

and upwards, at thirty shillings ; and every horse or mare of three

years old and upwards, at forty shillings ; and every swine of one year

old and upwards, at eight shillings ; and every goat and sheep of one
year old and upwards, at three shillings ; the several beasts afore-

mentioned to be taxed to their respective owners, by the assessors of

the town in which the owners dwell, and all money at interesi*, either

within or without the province, at three times the yearly lawful inter-

est thereof, and also the extraordinary incomes that do or may aiise

by any trade, business, employment or commissions of prof[fJ it, at

three times the sum of such extraordinary incomes : likewise requiring

the assessors to make a fair list of said assessment, setting forth, in

distinct columns, against each particular person's name, how much he

or she is assessed at for polls, and how much for houses and lands,

and how much for personal estate, and income by trade and faculty,

and if as guardian, or for any estate, in his or her improvement, iu

trust, to be distinctly expressed ; and the list or lists so perfected, and
signed by them, or the major part of them, to commit to the collector

or collectors, constable or [c*]onstables, of any such town or other

place, and to return a certificate of the name or names of such c<t\-

lector or collectors, constable [o*]r constables, with the sum total to

each of them committed, unto himself, some time before the first day
of December next.

[Sect. 4.] And the treasurer for the time being, on receipt of such

certificate, is hereby impowered and ordered to issue forth his war-

rants to the collector or collectors, constable or constables, of such

town or other place, requiring him or them, respectively, to collect the

whole of each respective sum assessed on each ^articular person, and
to pay in their collection, and to issue their accounts of the whole, at

or before the first day of April next, which will be in the year of our

Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six.

Provided^ necerLheless, —
And he it furiher enacted.

[Sect. 5.] That the several officers and soldiers now in the army
shall be considered as resident in the sevei'al towns to which they be-

longed at the time of their engaging in the army, their absence not-

withstanding ; and the assessors of the several towns and other i)laces

in this colony shall consider such officers and soldiers as resident in

such town, and tax them accordingly.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That all such of tlie late inhabitants of any town in

this colony, bordering on the sea, excepting the towns of Boston and
Charlestown, who have removed from such towns to other towns in

this colony, since the first day of December last past, or who may

* EngroKsment mutilated.
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hereafter remove, shall be assessed to this tax, for their rateable polls

and rateable personal estates, by the assessors of the several towns
from whence they removed, and not by the assessors of the several

towns to which they have removed.
Aiid he it ficrtlier enacted^

[Sect. 7.] That the assessors of the several towns and other
places, in this colony, to which any of the late inhabitants of the said

towns of Boston and Charlestown have removed since the said first

day of [of] December last past, shall assess the whole sum set upon
such town or other place, on the polls and rateable estate in such
town, exclusive of the polls and rateable personal estate of such of the

said late inliabitants of the said towns of Boston and Charlestown as

have removed from thence since the said first day of December last.

[Sect. 8.] And the assessoi's of each town or other place, in this

colony, where any of the said late inhabitants of the said towns of
liostou and Charlestown shall be found resident on the thirty-first

day of October instant, shall assess such inhabitants in a sep[e] [a]rate

list or assessment, according as such assessors shall judge just and
reasonable, for their polls and rateable personal estate and the busi-

ness they carry on, according to the rule heretofore given in this act

for the taxing the other inhabitants of this colony ; and the said as-

sessors shall certify the colony treasurer thereof, and of the names of

the collector or collectors, constable or constables, to whom[e] they
shall have committed such several assessments, and the sum total

thereof ; and the said treasurer shall issue his warrants to such col-

lectors or constables, requiring them, respectively, to levy and collect

tlie sums of such assessment, and to pay the same into the colony

treasury in the same manner and by the same time as is hereinbefore

Drdered and directed.

And be it farther enacted.,

[Sect. 9.] That the assessors of each town or other place, re-

spectively, in convenient time before their making the assessment,

shall give seasonable warning to the inhabitants, in a town meeting, or

by posting up notifications in some place or places in such town or

other place, or notify the inhabitants some other way, to give and bring

in to the assessors true and perfect lists of their polls, and the rate-

able estates which they were possessed of on the first day of Septem-
ber last, and income by trade or faculty, and gain by money at interest,

which tliey are to render to the assessors, on oath, if required ; and if

they refuse to give in an account of the money at interest, on oath, the

assessors are impowered to doom them ; and if any person or persons

shall, upon such notice given, neglect or refuse to give in to the as-

sessors the lists of their polls and rateable estate which they were
possessed of on the said first day of September last, or shall bring in

a false list and shall be convicted thereof before the said assessors, it

shall be lawful [1] to and for the assessors, to assess such person or

persons, according to their known ability in such town, in their sound
judgment and discretion, their due proportion of this tax, as near as

they can, agre[e]able to the rules herein given. And if any person or

persons shall not bring in a list of their estate,as aforesaid, to the assess-

ors, lie or they so neglecting shall not be admitted to make application

to the court of general sessions, for any abatement of the assessment

laid on him or them

.

[Sect. 10.] And if the person be not convicted of any falshood

in the list, by him presented, of the polls, rateable estate, or income by
trade or faculty, business or employment, which he does or shall exer-
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cise, or in o^ain by money at interest or otherwise, sucli list shall be a

rule for such person's proportion to the tax, which the assessors may
not exceed,

Provided, nevertheless,

[Sect. 11.] That nothing in this act shall extend or be construed to

extend so as to require any assessors to assess any person or persons, not

belono-ing to this colony, in the service of the United Colonies, who may
be found resident in any town in this colony, either for their polls, or

the rateable estate, real or personal, which they had in their posses-

sion on the said first day of September by virtue of aay commission,

office or employment of the United Colonics, or the particular service

of this colony or any persons belonging to this colony, for any estate,

real or personal, occupied or possessed by him or them to the use of

this colony by virtue of any order or appointment of the Congress, or

general court, or any committee of correspondence or inspection, or

selectmen of any town. [Passed October 31.^

CHAPTEK 7.

AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE FIXING OUT OF ARMED VESSEL [L]S

TO DEFEND THE SEA-COAST OF AMERICA, AND FOR ERECTING A
COURT TO TRY AND CONDEMN ALL VESSEL [L]S THAT SHALL BE
FOUND INFESTING THE SAME.

Preamble. Whereas the present administration of Great Britain, being divested

of justice and humanity, and strangers to that magnanimity and sa-

cred regard for liberty which inspired their venerable predecessors,

have been endeavouring, thro' [wgr/i] a series of years, to establish a sys-

tem of despotism over the American colonies, and by their venal and
corrupt measures have so extended their influence over the British

parliament that, by a prostituted majority, it is now become a political

engine of slavei'y ; and whereas the military tools of these our un-

natural enemies, while restrained by the united forces of the Ameri-
can colonies from proceeding in their sanguinary career of devasta-

tion and slaughter, are infesting the sea-coast [s] with armed ves-

sel[l]s, and daily endeavouring to distress the inhabitants by burning

their towns and destroying their dwellings, with their substance, plun-

dering live stock and making captures of provision, and other ves-

sel[ljs, being the property of said inhabitants ; and lohereas their

majesties, King William and Queen Mary, by the royal charter of

this colony, for themselves, their heirs and successors, did grant,

establish and ordain that, in the absence of the governor and lieuten-

ant-governor of the colony, a majority of the council shall have full

power, by themselves, or by any chief commander or other officer or

officers, to be appointed by them, from time to time, for the special

defence of their said province or territory, to assemble in martial

array, and put in warlike posture, the inhabitants of their said prov-

ince or territory', and to lead and conduct them, and with them to

encounter, expulse, resist and pursue, by force of arms, as well by sea,

•Signed November 1, according to the record.


