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Charlestowu, in said county, one of them; viz"^'^., that on the second
Tuesday of March, shall henceforth be held at Concord, in said

county, on the second Tuesday of March, annually ; and that on the

last Tuesday of November shall henceforth be held at Groton, within

and for the said county of Middlesex, on the last Tuesday. of Novem-
ber, annually.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect 2.] That the justices of the court of general sessions of —to meet at

the peace, and the justices of the common pleas, for the said county 8econd"Tut"day

of Middlesex, be, and they, respectively, are hereby, authori[s][z]ed
^^^^g^J!["g^j^,'/^°

and impowered to meet at the court-house in Concord aforesaid, on
the second Tuesday of February instant, for the purpose of choosing
a clerk for each of said courts, aud trans[ac][m/]t such other bus[s]i-
ness in said courts, respectively, as then aud there shall be thought
proper.

And he it further enacted hy the autJioritij af.resaid,

[Sect. 3.] That all writs, plaints, processes, appeals, recogni-
zances, warrants or other matters or things whatsoever, shall be heard
at the abovesaid courts, respectively, as fully aud absolutely as if the

places for holding [the] s[_ai]d courts had hot been altered; and all

officers, and other persons concerned at the said courts, are to con-
form themselves acc<n"dingly ; any law, usage or custom to the con-
trary notwithstanding. [Passed February 6, 1776.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOR ALTERING THE PLACE BY LAW APPOINTED FOR HOLDING
THE SUPERIO[LTR COURT OF JUDICATURE, COURT OF ASSIZE AND
GENERAL GOAL DELIVERY, AND THE COURTS OF GENERAL SESSIONS
OF THE PEACE, AND INFERI0[f7]R COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS,
WITHIN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK.

Whereas Boston, the place appointed by law for holding the supe- Preamble.

rio[w]r court of judicature, court of assize and general goal delivery, i7C9-7o,chap. n.

and the courts of general sessions of the peace, and inferio[yf]r courts
1709.70 chap is

of common pleas, within and for the county of Suffolk, is now made
a garrison by the ministerial army, and become a common receptacle

for the enemies of America,—
Be it therefore eyiacted by the Council and House of Representatives in

Genend Court assembled, and. by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That, for the future, the sui)erio[M]r court of judica- Superior and in

ture, court of assize and general goal delivery, shall be held at Ded- be"iidd"'t'in'Ii"

ham, within and for the said county of Suffolk, on the third Tuesday hamamiBrai...

of February, and at Braintree, on the last Tuesday of August, yearly,

and every year.

And be it fudher enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That, for the future, the courts of general session [s] of

the peace, and the inferio[M]r courts of common pleas, shall be held

at Dedham, within and for the county of Suffolk, on the first Tuesday
of January, aud on the second Tuesday of July ; and at Braintree, on
the third Tuesday of April, and on the first Tuesday of October,

yearly, and every year.
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Dedham to be
made the shire
town.

And be it further enacted by the avthorify aforesaid,

[Sect. .3.] That all actions, pleas and suits, both civil and crimi-

nal, shall be heard at the above courts as fully and absolutely as if

the place for holding the Same had not been altered ; and all officers

and others concerned at the said courts, are to conform themselves

accordingly ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith-

standing.

And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That Dedham shall be the shire town of the county of

Suffolk, for the future. [Passed February 8, 1776.

CHAPTER 13.

Preamble.

Goods taken
from the in-

habitants of Fal-
mouth, to be de-
posited with the
selectmen of
said town

:

—penalty for re-

taining tliem.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE INHABITANTS OF FALMOUTH TO SUPPORT
PROSECUTIONS AGAINST PERSONS WHO HAVE IN THEIR POSSESSION
GOODS TAKEN FROM SAID INHABITANTS DURING THE LATE FIRE
THERE.

Whereas, at the time of the late fire, by which the greater part of

the town of Falmouth, in the county of Cumberland, was destroyed

by vessels belonging to the British navy, many persons took and car-

ried away from the owners large quantities of goods, under colour of

saving them for the use of the owners thereof ; therefore,

—

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That tliose persons who took and carried away any

such goods as aforesaid, at the times of said fire, under pretence of

preserving the same for the owners thereof, and have the same now
in custody, shall, upon or before the first day of April next, deposit

the same with the selectmen of said town, to the end that the owner

or owners thereof may again recover them. And if any person or

persons shall, after said day, retain in their hands any goods what-

soever, that they shall know to be the property of any person or per-

sons of said town, and that were taken away at the time of said fire,

such person or persons, so wil [ling] [/"wZjly retaining the same, shall

be subject to the same penalties as if they had been convicted of

stealing them ; and if on trial it shall appear to the justice, or the

court and jury, who shall try [such] [the^ case, that the said goods

were taken and carried away in the time of said fire, and were at

that time the propei'ty of some one or more of the inhabitants of said

town, and the justice, or the court and jury, shall not be able to find

in what particular person the property of such goods are, the justice,

or the court, before whom the trial and conviction shall be, shall order

the treble damages found, to be paid to the selectmen of said town of

Falmouth, to be by them distributed, at their discretion, among those

who have suft"or[6]'d by said fire. And if any goods which shall, in

pursuance of this act, be lodged in the hands (;f said selectmen, and

shall there remain for the space of six months without any particular

person's being able to make out to themselves a property in them,

such selectmen shall sell such goods at public ve'ndue, and shall dis-

tribute the proceeds thereof, at their discretion, among those persons

who have suffer[e]'d by the said fire.


