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on the last Tuesday of July, annually ; and whereas the holding such
courts at that time is attended with many inconveniences to the in-

habitants of said county, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the clause aforesaid establishing a court of gen-

eral sessions of the peace and inferio[w]r court of common pleas to

be holden at said Falmouth on the last Tuesday of July, annually, bo,

and it hereby is, repealed and declared null and void.

Ayid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all original writs, summons, warrants issued or to

be issued, executions, processes, matters or things, whatsoever, return-

able to, or that might have been adjudged, tried or determined in, the

said court of general sessions of the peace or inferior court of com-
mon pleas, that without the making of this act shou[Z3'd have been
holden at said Falmouth on the last Tuesday of July next, shall be
returnable and have day in the same courts by law to be holden there

on the last Tuesday of October next ; and shall then and there be
heard, adjudged and determined, in like manner as, without the mak-
ing this act, they might have been on the said last Tuesday of July

next. [^Passed June 29.

CHAPTER 7.

AN ACT IMPOWERING THE JUSTICES OF THE COURT OF GENERAL SES-
SIONS OF THE PEACE IN THE SEVERAL COUNTIES IN THIS COLONY TO
PERMIT ONE OR MORE INOCULATING HOSPITALS TO BE ERECTED IN
EACH OF THE SAID COUNTIES.

Preamble. Whereas the American army has of late been visited with the

small-pox, and the inhabitants of the several towns in this colony arc

thereby greatly exposed to the infection of that malignant distemper,

and as it has been found by long experience that such as have that

distemper by inoculation have it in a very moderate degree, and there-

fore the permitting of hospitals, under proper regulations, to be erected

for the purpose of inoculation may tend greatly to the preservation of

the lives of the good people of this colony, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the justices of the court of general sessions of the

peace, in the several counties within this government, be and hereby

TiT'^hoVitTuto*
^^'^ impower[e]'d, if they see cause, at any one of their quarterly ses-

1)6 erected. sious, or at any other session which any two of said justices, quorum
unus, may call for that pui'pose, and which they are hereby impowered
to call accordingly, to allow of and permit one or more inoculating

hospitals to be erected and establish [e]'d in the county whereof they

are justices, under such regulations and restrictions as they, or thc

major part of them, may agree upon and order,- and in such place in

said county as they, or the major part of them, may judge will be

most for the convenience and safety of the inhabitants of said

county.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That no person shall presume to inoculate or be inoc- No person to

ulated at any place within this colony but at one of the inoculating a"°o'neoTihe'*

hospitals that maybe erected or established by the permission of the hospitals so

justices of the court of general sessions of the peace in some one of under penalty

the counties of this colony, on the penalty of fifty pounds for each °f^^*^-

offence ; one half for the informer, and the other half for the use of

the poor of the town or plantation where such offence shall be com-
mitted : to be sued for and recover[e]'d by action of debt, in any infe-

rior court of common pleas, or by information, presentment or in-

dictment, in any court of general sessions of the peace, or in any su-

perior court of judicature, &c., held within such county wherein such
offence shall be committed ; and if the party be unable or refuses to

pa}' such fine, then to be punished by whipping, not exceeding thirty

stripes, or by imprisonment, not exceeding the term of six months, at

the discretion of the court wherein such offender shall be convicted.

Provided, always,—
[Sect. 3.] That this act shall not be understood to extend to per- Proviso,

sons who may inoculate or be inoculated in any town where more than
twenty families are known, at the time of such inoculation, to be visited

with the small-pox.

And whereas in this present session there was passed an act [i] [e]n-

titled " An Act [e][i]mpowering the justices of the court of general me-TT, chap. s.

sessions of the peace in the several counties in this colony to permit
one or more inoculating hospitals to be erected in each of the said

counties," which act is mislaid, or lost, and which being somewhat
viariant from the foregoing act, it is proper it should be repealed

;

therefore, -^

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That the said act, and every clause therein be, and it

hereby is, accordingly repealed. \_Passed Jvly 9.

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE CONTINUANCE OF THE SMALL-POX IN THE
TOWN OF BOSTON, AND TO LICENCE INOCULATION THERE FOR A
LIMITTED TIME.

Whereas it appears to this general assembly that it has become im- Preamble.

poss[a][iJble to prevent a general spread of the small-pox in the

town of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and that it is of the utmost
importance, considering the state of our public affairs, that the same
distemper be carried through the said town with all poss[aJ[ijble
dispatch, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That any person or persons be, and they hereby are, no person

permitted to take and receive the small-pox by inoculation, within the
c,'.ive the'smtii

said town, at any time before the fifteenth day of July [one thousand pox by inocnia-

scven hundred and seventy-six] [1776], but not afterwards : prowcZed, after th?°5th°of

always, that they remain within the said town from the time of their -^"'y' ^'^'^^

inoculation, during their being visited with the said distemper and


