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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That no person shall presume to inoculate or be inoc- No person to

ulated at any place within this colony but at one of the inoculating a"°o'neoTihe'*

hospitals that maybe erected or established by the permission of the hospitals so

justices of the court of general sessions of the peace in some one of under penalty

the counties of this colony, on the penalty of fifty pounds for each °f^^*^-

offence ; one half for the informer, and the other half for the use of

the poor of the town or plantation where such offence shall be com-
mitted : to be sued for and recover[e]'d by action of debt, in any infe-

rior court of common pleas, or by information, presentment or in-

dictment, in any court of general sessions of the peace, or in any su-

perior court of judicature, &c., held within such county wherein such
offence shall be committed ; and if the party be unable or refuses to

pa}' such fine, then to be punished by whipping, not exceeding thirty

stripes, or by imprisonment, not exceeding the term of six months, at

the discretion of the court wherein such offender shall be convicted.

Provided, always,—
[Sect. 3.] That this act shall not be understood to extend to per- Proviso,

sons who may inoculate or be inoculated in any town where more than
twenty families are known, at the time of such inoculation, to be visited

with the small-pox.

And whereas in this present session there was passed an act [i] [e]n-

titled " An Act [e][i]mpowering the justices of the court of general me-TT, chap. s.

sessions of the peace in the several counties in this colony to permit
one or more inoculating hospitals to be erected in each of the said

counties," which act is mislaid, or lost, and which being somewhat
viariant from the foregoing act, it is proper it should be repealed

;

therefore, -^

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That the said act, and every clause therein be, and it

hereby is, accordingly repealed. \_Passed Jvly 9.

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE CONTINUANCE OF THE SMALL-POX IN THE
TOWN OF BOSTON, AND TO LICENCE INOCULATION THERE FOR A
LIMITTED TIME.

Whereas it appears to this general assembly that it has become im- Preamble.

poss[a][iJble to prevent a general spread of the small-pox in the

town of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and that it is of the utmost
importance, considering the state of our public affairs, that the same
distemper be carried through the said town with all poss[aJ[ijble
dispatch, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That any person or persons be, and they hereby are, no person

permitted to take and receive the small-pox by inoculation, within the
c,'.ive the'smtii

said town, at any time before the fifteenth day of July [one thousand pox by inocnia-

scven hundred and seventy-six] [1776], but not afterwards : prowcZed, after th?°5th°of

always, that they remain within the said town from the time of their -^"'y' ^'^'^^

inoculation, during their being visited with the said distemper and
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Proviso.

No person not
having had the
small-pox to go
itito Boston
after the said
15th of July
until the town
shall he free
from infection,
on penalty of
£50.

No person to he
inoculated at
any other time
andi)lncethani8
allowed of by
this and one
other act of the
general
assembly, on
penalty of £50.
177f) 7", chap. 7.

Penalty for any
physician who
shall inoculate
himself or other
person :

— how to be
recovered.

The party un-
able to pay, to
be whipped.

Selectmen of
Boston to re-
move every per-
son who shall be
visited with the
smallpox after

until [1] they shall be sufficiently cleansed, in the judgment of the

selectmen.

Provided, also,—
[Sect. 2.] That no person who shall be inoculated as aforesaid,

shall be permitted either to be inoculated, or, after inoculation, to go
or reside, upon any of the islands within the harbour of the town of

Boston aforesaid ; but every person who shall be so inoculated, or other-

wise have the small-pox, shall go or reside upon any of said islands,

or shall go into any part of the country, before he has perfectly recov-

ered from the small-pox and shall have received a certificate from one
or more of the selectmen of Boston, or any person or persons ap-

pointed by them, that he or she is thoroughly cleansed and free of in-

fection shall be subject to the like penalt[y][ie]s as any person or

persons are liable to by this act who shall be inoculated after the

fifteenth day of July aforesaid.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That no person not having had the small-pox shall

enter the town of Boston after the said fifteenth day of July until[l]

that town shall be pablic[A;]ly declared by the selectmen thereof to be
so far free from infection as that all persons may safely pass and
repass, on the penalty of fo[u]rty pounds; one moiety to the use of

the informer, and the other moiety to the use of the poor of said

town : and all mas[s]ters and mistresses of famil[y][i'e]'s that shall

receive any person or persons, being strangers, into their houses, shall,

within three days after, give information thereof, in wri[ghjting, to

the selectmen of said town, on the like penalty of forty pounds ; to be
appl[y][i]ed as aforesaid.

.^

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That no person or persons shall be inoculated at any
other time or place than is permitted and allowed by this act, and by
one other act of this general assembly, pas[t] [sec/] at this present
sessions, intitled "An Act impowering the justices of the court of

general sessions of the peace of the several counties in this colony, to

permit one or more inoculating hospitals to be erected in each of the

said counties," on the penalty of fifty pounds, to be appl[y][ijed as

aforesaid; and if any physi[t][c]ian or other person shall inoculate

himself, or any person, after the said fifteenth day of July, or shall

attend any person or persons who have been inoculated, or have
otherwise voluntarily taken said distemper, said physi[t][c]ian, or

other person, shall pay a fine of one h[w?idre*]d pounds, to be applied

as aforesaid ; all the aforesaid penalt[y][ie]'s to be sued for and re-

cover[e]'d by an action of debt in any inferior court of common
pleas, or by information, presentment, or indictment, in any court of

general sessions of the peace, or in any superior court of judicature,

&c., holden within the county where such offence shall be committed
;

and if the party so offending be unable or refuses to pay such fine, then

to be punished by whipping, not exceeding thirty stripes, or by impris-

onment, not exceeding the term of six months, lI the discretion of the

court wherein such offender shall be convicted.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 5.] That the selectmen of the said town of Boston be, and
they hereby are,directed, from and after the third day of August next,

to remove every person who shall be visited with the small-pox within

the said town, unto some place where they will not endanger the in-

• Engrossment mutilated.
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habitants thereof and others, unless such persons who, in the judgment the 3d day of

of the said selectmen, cannot be removed as aforesaid without greatly ^"g"^'-

endangering their lives.

Provided, always,—
[Sect. 6.] That this act shall not be understood to extend to any ProvUo.

persons who shall inoculate or be inoculated in any town, except the
'

town of Boston aforesaid, wherein more than twenty famil[y][te]'s
are known, at the time of such inoculation, to be visited with the
small-pox.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 7.] That, from and after the fifteenth day of July, instant, Guards at the

and until [1] the town shall be publickly declared, by the selectmen trpr^lmrp.T
thereof, to be so far free from infection as that all persons may safely sonsgointf inu.

pass and repass, there shall be a guard kept at the avenue at the lines penniBKion from

in Roxbury street, and at the several ferry-ways in Boston, to prevent ^^'^ selectmen.

any persons, who have not had the small-pox, from going into Boston
;

said guards to be under the direction of the selectmen of said Boston
;

and are not to suffer, without the permission of the selectmen of
Boston, or any two of them, any person or persons, with or without
their effects, to come out of the town of Boston until [1] they are

satisfied that they and their effects are free from infection. \_Passed

July 13.


