
[3d Sess.] Province Laws.— 1777-78. 731
[WEVOLUTIONARY PERIOP— " STATK."]

ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Tenth day of September, A.D. 1777.

CHAPTEE 3.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE PERNICIOUS PRACTICE OF DISTILLING, INTO
ANY KIND OF SPIRIT WHATEVER, CYDER, WHEAT, INDIAN CORN,
RYE, BARLEY AND OATS, OR EITHER OF THEM.

Whereas it is of great importance that cyder, as well as all kinds Preamble,

of grain, whether imported into this state, or the growth and produce
thereof, should be preserved for the use and subsistance of the army
and inhabitants ; and whereas a scarcity of the necessaries of life, and
other alarming consequences, may take place by suffering spirits of any
kind whatever to be extracted or distilled from cyder, wheat, Indian

corn, rye, barley and oats, or either of them ; for prevention where-

of,—
Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That any person or persons whatsoever who shall, within prohibitory

this state, from and after the 25th day of September, in this present <='^"8e.

year, upon any pretence whatever, extract or distill spirits of any kind

whatever from cyder, wheat, Indian corn, rye, barley and oats, or

either of them, or shall, directly or indirectly, procure or cause spirits

and strong liquors to be extracted or distilled therefrom, or shall put

or turn any of the before-mentioned articles into hogsheads, vatts or

cisterns for such purpose, contrary to the true intent and meaning of

this act, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for each and Penalty,

every barrel of cyder, and six pounds for each and every bushel of

grain so made use of, to be sued for and recovered, in any court of

record proper to try the same, by bill, plaint or information ; one
moiety thereof to the informer or prosecutor, and the other moiety to

the use of the town where the offence may be committed.

[Sect. 2.] This act to remain in force for the term of one year continuance,

and no longer, [^Passed September 17.


