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Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That when a certificate shall be sent under the hand of Certificate of

the attorney-general, or clerk of the superior court, in any neighbour- mifttruTwu-

ing state, signifying that any person residing within this state is sup-
totfny°ju8ticeof

posed to be a material witness in any such matter as aforesaid, pending the peace.

in any court as aforesaid, and praying for process to compel such per-

sons tu appear there and give evidence, any justice of the peace in

the county where such person is resident, is hereby required, upon
being served with such certificate, to issue process or summons, under
his hand, directed to the sheriff of the same county, his undersheriff

or deputy, and to either of the constables of the town in which such
supposed witness resides, commanding them to summon such person
or persons to appear and testify what they know relative to any such
matter, and before such court as is in said certificate set forth ; and — who is to

all sheriffs, their undersheriffs or deputies, and all constables to whom appear"
^'^^^ '**

such process or summons may be directed, are hereby required to

serve the same, and make return of their doings therein to the justice

issuing the same ; and if any such witness or witnesses, summoned to Penalties for

appear and give evidence as aforesaid, who shall have tendered to aplear'°^*°
him, her or them, such reasonable sum or sums of money for his, her
or their costs and charges, as, having due regard to the distance, the

said justice shall judge necessary, shall wilfully, and without reasonable
hindrance, neglect to appear and give evidence, according to the tenor
of such process or summons served on them as aforesaid, such person ».

or persons so making default shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceed-
ing two thousand pounds, nor less than one hundred pounds, to be
recovered by presentment or indictment in the superior court of judi-

cature, court of assize, and general goal delivery ; one moiety there-

of to the prosecutor, and the other half to the use of the county
where such person is an inhabitant, and may also be imprisoned for a
term not exceeding twelve months, nor less than six months.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That all persons apprehended for the crimes aforesaid Persons charged

may have the same means to compel witnesses, residing in this state, ^'mpeVwit*-™^^

to appear and give evidence in the[t/'*] behalf, as is herein provided to nesses.

compel witnesses to appear and give evidence in behalf of the state.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Limitation,

six months from the first day of October, one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-seven, and no longer. [^Passed October 4.

Chapter 6.

AN ACT FOR THE REPEALING TWO ACTS OF THE GENERAL COURT
MADE THE PRESENT YEAR TO PREVENT MONOPOLY AND OPPRES-
SION.

Whereas the several acts to prevent monopoly and oppression Preamble,

made the present year have been very far from answering the salutary
purposes for which they were intended, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
That the aforesaid acts; viz., one act, intitled " An Act to prevent 1776-77, chap. 14

*EflFaced in the cn<;rossment.
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1776-77, chap. 46. monopolj and oppression," and another act, intitled " An Act in ad-

dition to, and for amending and more effectually carrying into execu-
tion, an act intitled ' An Act to prevent monopoly and oppression,'

made in the present year," be, and they are hereby, repealed, and every
part and paragraph of each of the acts aforesaid declared null and
void. \^Passed October 13.

CHAPTER 7.

AN ACT FOR DRAWING IN THE BILLS OF CREDIT OF THE SEVERAL DE-
NOMINATIONS, NOT ON INTEREST, WHICH HAVE AT ANY TIME BEEN
ISSUED BY THIS GOVERNMENT AND ARE STILL OUTSTANDING, AND
FOR PROHIBITING THE CURRENCY OF SAID BILLS AND THE BILLS
OF ANY ONE OF THE UNITED STATES, AFTER A CERTAIN TIME.

Preamble. "Whereas many inconveuiences have arisen from the frequent and
large sums of money, and the various kinds, emitted for carryiug on
the present war, and it has become necessary for the welfare of this

state that the whole sum, not on interest, now outstanding, in bills of

^ credit emitted by this state, small change [o/J less than a dollar only

excepted, should be called in and sunk by exchanging them for treas-

urer's notes for sums not less than ten pounds, on interest, to be paid

annually, at the rate of six per cent per annum, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and btj the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer of the state be and hereby is

authorised and [i][e]mpowered to receive into the public treasury the

whole and evei'y part and parcel of the bills of public credit emitted

by this state not on interest (small change less than a dollar only

excepted), and, in lieu thereof, to give to the possessor or possessors

his note or obligation for any sum not less than ten pounds, until[l]

he shall have exchanged or redeemed the sum of two hundred and
fifty thousand pounds, in the form following :

—
Form of re- State of Massachusetts Bay, the first day of December, A.D. 1777.
ceipts. Received of , the sura of , lor

the use and service of the state of Massachusetts Bay ; and, in behalf of said

state, I do hereby promise and oblige myself and successors in the office of

Treasurer au-
thorized to re-

ceive the bills.

treasurer, to repay to the said

day of March, A.D. 1781, the aforesaid sum of

interest annually, at six per cent per ann[?i»j].

Witness my hand,
A. B.,^

C. D., > Committee.
E. F.,>

, or bearer, by the first

, with

H. G., Treasurer.

— and for the remaining sum now outstanding, as aforesaid, his note

or obligation in the form following :
—
The first day of December, A.D. 1777.

Received of , the sum of •
, for

the use and service of the state of Massachusetts Bay ; and, in behalf of said

state, T do hereby promise and oblige myself and successors in the office of


