
740 Province Laws. — 1777-78. [Chap. 12.]

[revolutionary period— " STATE."]

Privilege of
other towns.

Manner of call-

ing ihe first

meeting.

Be it therefore enacted b>./ the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hij the authoriti/ of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the said south-westerly part of Washington, the

north-easterly part of Great Barrington, or Hoplands, so called, the

Glassworks Grant, and part of William[s]'s Grant,— beginning at the

south-east corner of Stockbridge, thence, running east, seven degrees

south, six hundred and thirty-two rods ; thence, running north, thirty-

seven degrees east, six hundred and seventeen rods ; thence, running
east, one thousand two hundred and four rods, on Tyringham line

;

thence, running north, seven degrees east, three hundred and sevent}^-

nine rods ; thence, running north, thirty degrees west, five hundred
and forty rods ; thence, running south, thirty degrees west, two hun-

dred rods ; thence, running north, thirty degrees west, twelve hun-

dred and thirty-six rods, to Lenox line ; thence, running south,

seven degrees east, eight hundred and eight rods ; thence, running

west, seven degrees north, six hundred and eighty-six rods, to Stock-

bridge line ; thence, running south, seven degrees west, on Stock-

bridge line, one thousand four hundred and fifty rods, to the first-

mentioned bounds ; containing, in the whole, fourteen thousand two
hundred and thirty-seven acres,— be, and they hereby arc, incorporated

into a town by the name of Lee ; and that the inhabitants be and
hereby are invested with all the powers, privileges and immunities

which the inhabitants of other towns within this state do enjoy.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That Charles Goodrich, Esq'^''^, be, and he hereby is,

impowered and directed to issue his warrant, directed to some princi-

pal inhabitant within the said town, requiring hin:^ to warn the inhabi-

tants of the said town, having a freehold therein to the value of forty

shillings per annum, or other estate of the value of fort}' pounds, to

meet at such time and place in the said town as shall be therein di-

rected, to choose all such officers as are required by law to manage
the affairs of the said town ; and the officers that may be chosen in

consequence thereof, shall have, hold and exercise the power[s] to

their respective offices belonging, until[l] the time that shall be ap-

pointed for the said town's annual meeting in March next.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the inhabitants of the said lands be, and they

hereby are, held and enjoined to pay a proportionable part of the state

and county taxes of each of the towns to which they have hitherto

been annexed, belonged, or by which they have been taxed, till fur-

ther order of this court. \_Passed October 21-.

CHAPTER 12.

Preamble.

Treasurer to

borrow money.

AN ACT TO SUPPLY THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF FIFTY THOU-
SAND POUNDS.

Whereas it is necessary, in order to support the public credit of

this state, that the treasurer thereof should be impowered to borrow a

sum of money not exceeding fifty thousand pounds,—
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer of this state be, and he is hereby, im-
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powered and directed to borrow, on the credit of tliis state, of such

persons as shall be willing to lend the same, a sum not exceeding fifty

thousand pounds, in Continental bills of credit ; for which sum the

said treasurer is hereby impowered to give his receipts or obligations

in form following ; viz'^'^., —

State of INIassachusetts Bay, the day of , 177 . Form of receipt

Received of , the sum of , for the use and ser- ^"^ '* ^° 8'^®"

vice of the state of Massachusetts Bay ; and, in behalf of said state, I do hei'eby

promise and oblige myself and successors in the office of treasurer, to repay
to the said , or bearer, by the first day of March, A.D. 1782, the

aforesaid sum of . with interest annually, at six per cent per annum.
Witness my hand, H. G., Treasurer.

A.B.,^
CD., > Committee.
E.F.,S

— which forms shall be printed on good paper, to be procured by the

treasurer, with suitable borders round the [the] same ; and the words
" State of Massachusetts Bay," [and] the word '• Committee " and the

words "Witness my hand," shall be struck off from a copperplate,

which the treasurer is likewise directed to procure ; and each blank shall

be stamped in some convenient part of it with a stamp to be procured

by the treasurer for that purpose.

And be it further enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That John Scollav, Esq"^""^., Mr. Peter Boyer and Mr. Committpeto

Ezekiel Price, be a committee to^sign the blanks, at the left hand, as «§>' th^ blanks.

in the form aforesaid is prescribed, before the treasurer fills them up.

And he it further enacted by the anthoriti/ aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That there be and hereby is granted a tax of fifty

thousand pounds, to be levied on polls, and estates both real and per-

sonal, within this state, according to such rules, and in such propor-

tions on the several towns and other places in this state, as shall be

agreed upon and ordered by the general court or assembly, at their

session in May, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, to be

paid into the public treasury on or before the last day of January

then next after.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That if the general court or assembly, at their session Tax to be levied.

in May, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, and some time

before the twentieth day of August in that year, shall not agree and

conclude upon an act apportioning the sum which by this act is en-

gaged to be, in that year, assessed and levied, that then and in such

case each town and other place in this state shall pay, by a tax, to be

levied on the polls, and estates both real and personal, within their

limits, the same proportion of the said sum as such town or other

place was taxed by the general court in the tax act then last pre-

ceeding.

[Sect. 5.] And the treasurer of this state is hereby fully impow- Treasurer to

ered and directed, some time in the month of August in the same year, r^'X fo^rlT/e'B^

to issue and send forth his warrants, directed to the selectmen or as- menta.

sessors of each town within this state, or to some suitable person or

persons in such place or places as are not incorporated, requiring

him or them to assess the polls, and estates both real and personal,

within their several towns and other places, for their respective parts

and proportions of the sum before directed and [i][<?]ngaged to be

assessed, to be paid into the treasury at tlie aforementioned time
;
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and the assessors shall observe, be governed by, and subject to, all

such rules and directions as shall have been given in the then last

pre[e]ce[e]ding tax act.

And be it further enacted,
Appropriation [Sect. 6.] That the said sura of fifty thousand pounds, and each

borrowed?''^ P^ii't thereof, wheu so borrowed, shall be appropriated to the payment
of all such warrants as shall be drawn on said treasurer, according to

law,for defr[a][e]ying the charges of this government, agreeable to

the acts and grants of the general assembly. [^Passed October 22.*

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF THREE HUN-
DRED AND FIVE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO POUNDS
FOURTEEN SHILLINGS AND THREEPENCE, UPON THE SEVERAL
TOWNS AND OTHER PLACES IN THIS STATE HEREINAFTER NAMED,
FOR DEFRAYING THE PUBLIC CHARGE; AND ALSO FOR ASSESSING
A TAX OF [OF] EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-
THREE POUNDS SEVEN SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE, PAID THE REP-
RESENTATIVES FOR THEIR TRAVEL AND ATTEND [E] [.'1]NCE IN THE
GENERAL COURT IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED
AND SEVENTY-SIX.

Whereas it is necessary that the aforesaid sums of three hundred
fourteen thousand five hundred and forty-six pounds one shilling

and ninepence, shou[/]'d be raised and paid into the public treasury

of this state as soon as may be, to defray such public charges as

have arisen, or may arise, for the support of government ; therefore,

for the ordering, directing and effectually drawing into the treasury

the said sum of three hundred fourteen thousand five hundred and
forty-six pounds one shilling and ninepence, —
Be it enacted by the Council and Hou^e of Representatives in Gen-

eral Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That each town and other place within this state be

assess[e]'d and pay, as such town and other place's proportion of the

sum of three hundred fourteen thousand five hundred and forty-six

pounds one shilling and ninepence, the following sum set against

them, respectively ; that is to say, —

* Signed October 25, according to the record.


