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west, to what is called the first centre of said town ; and thence, on
the same course, to a bend in the river called Charles's River, as the

same bend is marlied on the plan of said town.

[Sect. 2.] And if any of the inhabitants of said town that shall inbabitunts^m.-iy

fall on cither side of the aforesaid line, shall choose to belong to and parish they wiu

1)0 a part of the precinct on the other side of said line, and shall, ^^'|,^"^
""'°' '"

within twelve months from the date of this act, give their names
into the secretary's office of this state, they, with their estates, shall

he recorded as part of the parish they shall so choose, and shall do
duty and receive privile[d]ges, accordingly ; and that such persons
as belong to said town, now in the army, shall, within twelve months
after their return, enjoy the same priviledge.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said West Precinct shall be and hereby is

invested with all the rights, privile[d]ges and immunities which, by
law, other precincts are invested with.

And be it farther enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That all monies already assessed by said town be col- Taxes already

lected, and paid as appropriated by said town, in the same manner as assessed, to be

if said town had not been divided.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That Jonathan Me[d][f]calf, Esq'^''^., be and hereby is Jonathan Met-

impowered to issue his warrant to some principal inhabitant of the
fhe'fi^Bt^meet^''"

said West Precinct, requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants Jng.

to meet at such time and place, in the said West Precinct, accordingly,

as by such warrant shall be duly specified, and then and there choose
such officers as may be necessary to manage the affairs of the said

l)recinct ; and the inhabitants qualified by law to vote, being so met,
shall be and hereby are impowered to choose such precinct officers

accordingly. \_Passed April 28, 1778.

GHAPTEK 32.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO "AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE PROCEED-
INGS ON BONDS OF ADMINISTRATORS ON INTESTATE ESTATES,"
MADE, ^y.VO DOMINI, 1734; AND FOR ENABLING THE SUCCESSORS
OF TREASURERS AND OTHER PUBLIC OFFICERS TO PROSECUTE
AND DEFEND CERTAIN ACTIONS ON BONDS GIVEN TO THEIR
PREDECESSORS IN OFFICE.

Whereas doubts have arisen whether an action pending in court Preamble,

in the name of the judge of probate, upon his death, or removal from I'^^^-^s. chap. 6.

office, can be prosecuted or defended by his successor in office, —
Be it therefore enac'ed by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That when and so often as any action shall be pend- The judge of

ing in any inferior court of common pleas in any county, or in the prose"cut™o^ de.

superior court of judicature, in this state, by continuance or appeal, f^^ any suit

in the name of any judge of probate, upon any bond taken to him or hiril^edecessor

his predecessor in office, and the said judge of probate shall die, in oflSce, in case,

resign, or be removed from office, pending such suit, before final

judg[e3ment thereon, his successor in oflSce may prosecute or defend
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Treasurer, or
other public
ofBcer, may

the same, to every intent and purpose, as the said judge might, or

could, in whose name the same was commenced ; and the court in

which such action may be pending may continue the same a reason-

able time, for the successor to become a party to the suit.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That if the treasurer of this state, or any other treas-

urer or public officer to whom bonds have or may be given, shall die,

prosecute or de- resign, or bc removed from office, pending any suit by him brouglit

mencedbyhis ou a boud givcu to him or his predecessor in office, and before final

office

"^"^^""^ '° judg[e]ment, it shall and may be lawful[l] for the successor of such

treasurer, or public officer,'person[n] ally, or by his attorney, to prose-

cute or defend such suit or action, to every intent and purpose, as

though such suit had been originally commenced by such successor.

And the court where such action is or may be pending, may con-

tinue the same a reasonable time, for the successor to become a party

to the suit. \_Passed April 28, 1778.

CHAPTER 33.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING TRIALS IN THE MARITIME COURTS, AND
FOR MAKING SEVERAL MARITIME AND MERCANTILE MATTERS
COGNIZABLE THEREIN.

Preamble.
1775-76, chapa.
7, 15, 17 and 27.

Libellants, and
such as claim as
captors, to give
bond to the
maritime
judge.

.lury may assess
damages for the
claimants of
property.

Courtmay order

Whereas, in some instances, vessels and cargoes belonging to the

subjects of the United States, or some of them, or to the subjects of

other states in amity with them, under pretence of being lawful prize,

may unreasonably be brought into port, and detained, to the great

damage of the persons interested therein, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That such persons as shall hereafter prefer a libel for

the condemnation of any vessel or cargo, or any part thereof, al-

ledged to be taken and brought into this state, or shall claim any

vessel and cargo, or part thereof, as captors, shall, at the time of

filing the same libel or claim, give bond, with one or more suret[y] [?'e]s,

to the judge of the maritime court, in said capacity, and his successors

in office, in such penal sum as the said judge shall determine suffi-

cient : the condition of which bond shall be, that if, upon the final

trial of the justice of the capture, the jury shall acquit the vessel and

cargo, and shall assess damages for the person or persons claiming

restitution thereof, they will pay such damages and costs.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That upon a trial of the justice of any capture of a

vessel or cargo, upon a libel or claim for the condemnation thereof

hereafter filed, it shall appear that the same was unreasonably taken

and detained, and witliout probable cause therefor, it shall and may
be lawful for the jury, at the time of such determination, to assess

such a sum, in damages, for the person or persons claiming property

in the vessel or cargo, jointly or severally, as the case may require,

as, to the same jury, upon hearing the evidence, may appear equitable
;

and the judge of the maritime court may order restitution of the


