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Slim the land sold for, with double interest, cost of recording the

deed, and costs of improvements, if any there shall be, such purchaser

or purchasers, his or their heirs or assigns, shall, at the cost of such

owner, reconvey, by a proper deed, to be executed and acknowledged
according to law, such lot[t], or part of a lot[t], to such owner, and
in case of refusal, be liable to his action for recovery of the same,

with damages for his refusal. And the business of said meetings to

be held by virtue of this act, shall be expressed in the application

and warning for the same ; and any other articles may be therein in-

serted upon which the said proprietors may lawfully act and vote.

\^Pas9ed June 13.

OHAPTEK 4.

AN ACT FOR FURTHER PROLONGING THE TIME FOR CALLING IN THE
BILLS OF CREDIT OF THIS STATE, NOT ON INTEREST.

Whereas it appears to this court that the time limitted, by a late Preamble,

act, for prolonging the time for calling in the bills of credit of this
1^^7-78, chap. 27.

state, not on interest, was not sufficient for that purpose,—
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, andby the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the time for calling in the said bills of credit, and
^^°]°;;^f';^^„^^^

exchanging them for treasurer's notes, be further prolonged to the in the'biiisof

first day of December nest ; and that the treasurer be, and he hereby ^[.^'j' °^ ^'''^

is, directed to exchange said bills accordingly ; any law to the contrary

notwithstanding.

Provided, nevertheless, —
[Sect. 2.] That all notes which shall be issued by the treasurer Notes to bear

for any sums of this state's monev which he may receive by virtue of thelwasu'rer"*

this act, shall bear date at the^ time such sums shall be by him
^^;;J^_''''<="^^

^^'^

received. \_Passcd June 4.

CHAPTER 5.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE FORGING, ALTERING OR COUNTERFEITING
THE STATE-LOTTERY TICKETS.

Whereas this court have established a lottery for the benefit of the Preamble.

officers and soldiers belonging to this state, and now doing duty in

the Continental Army ; and whereas it is necessary that such penalties

by law be annexed as shall effectually prevent the forging, counter-

feiting or altering said lottery tickets, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

TSect. 1.1 That if any person shall presume to forge, counterfeit vm^ytor
L J

, . y '^ , . , , , 1 1 1 ci. „ 1 counterfeiting
or alter, any lottery ticket which hath been or hereafter may be gtate-iottery

made by order and under the authority of this state, or shall make "<=^<^'8-



880 Pro'^ince Laws. — 1778-79. [Chap. 6.]

[revolutionary period— " STATE."]

aiiy false form of a lottery ticket purporting to be a lottery ticket

made and issued as aforesaid, or shall pass or sell any such false,

forged, counterfeited or altered lottery ticket, or any false form of a

lottery ticket, purporting to be a lottery ticket made and issued by
order and under the authority aforesaid, knowing the same to be
false, forged, counterfeited or altered, or that shall advise or assist in

the forging, altering, counterfeiting or making any such ticket as

afoi-esaid ; every person so offending, and being thereof convicted

before the superior court of judicature, court of assize, etc., shall be

punished by being set on the gallows for the space of one hour, with

a rope round his neck, and shall pay a fine not exceeding one thou-

sand pounds, at the discretion of the court before whom the conviction

may be, to the use of this state ; and suffer not more than twelve

months' imprisonment, nor less than three ; and be publickly whipped,

not exceeding thirty-nine stripes ; or shall suffer only part of the afore-

going punishments, at the discretion of the court before whom the

conviction shall be, according to the circumstances of the offence ; and
shall pay to the person or persons defrauded treble damages.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

Reward for In. [Sect. 2.] That any pci'son who shall make discovery and give
orma ion.

information of any offences committed against this act, so that the

offender shall be brought to punishment (provided the informer is no
party to such offence), shall receive, as a reward therefor, upon every

conviction, out of the treasury of the state, the sum of thirty pounds.

\_Passed June 16.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT FOE, PROLONGING THE TIME FOR ADMINIST[E] RING THE OATH,
OR AFFIRMATION, OF FIDELITY AND ALLEGIANCE.

Preamble. WHEREAS,by law, itis required that the oath, or affirmation, of fidel-

and25.'°' . ity and allegiaucc he administered to all commissioned officers, both
civil and military, and attornies-at-law, in this state, by the [20]
[twentie']th day of June, in the present year, otherwise that such per-

son be considered as disqualified to act in either of said offices or

places ; which time does not appear to this court sufficient for that

purpose, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of RepreseMatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
Prolonging the [Sect. 1.1 That the time for administlelring said oath, or affirma-
tini6 tor JitltniD- l _i l. _i o '

isteringthe tiou, of fidelity aud allegiaiire, be prolonged to the [30][^/^/riie]th day

i\on,'o{i^\Hy' o^ September, in the present year ; and that no person be considered
and allegiance, ^xs disqualified from acting in any of the offices aforesaid, before the

expiration of said time, a\tho[^ngh'] the oath or affirmation aforesaid

be not to them admiuist[e]red ; any law of this state to the contrary
notwithstanding.

And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid.

Militia officers [Sect. 2.] That the commanding officer of each regiment of

sfiUoath'byor^ militia in this state, require and enjoin every militia officer under his
before the aothof command, to take said oath of fidelity and allegiance, by or before the
cptein er.

[30] [i/i'"/'^je]th day of September aforesaid. \_Passed June 18.


