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Cambridge, in and for the said county of Middlesex, on the last

Tuesday of November, annually.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That all writs, processes and recognizances, return-

able to, and all appeals made to the said court of general sessions of the

peace, and inferior court of common pleas, by law,appointed to be held

at Groton, in and for said county, on the last Tuesday of November,
and all matters, causes and things, that have day, or that migh[^*] have
been had, moved, or done, at Groton aforesaid, in and by said courts,

shall be returnable to, and may be entere[f/*], prosecuted, had,

moved and done in and by, said courts, at the place hereby appointed
for holding the same. \_Passed September 29.

CHAPTER 16.

AN ACT FOR PROLONGING THE TIME FOR ADMINISTERING THE OATH,
OR AFFIRMATION, OF FIDELITY AND ALLEGIANCE.

Preamble.
1778-79, chap. 6.
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Whereas, by law, it is required that the oath, or aflSrmation, of

fidelity and allegiance be administered to all commissioned officers,

both civil and military, and attorn [i]e[y]s-at-law, in this state, by the

thirtieth day of September, in the present year, otherwise that such

person be considered as disqualified to act in either of said offices or

places ; which time does not appear to this court sufficiently distant

for commissioned civil officers and commissioned military officers to

take said oath, by reason of many of them being called abroad into

the public service,—
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same.

[Sect. 1.] That the time for administering the said oath, or affir-

mation, of fidelity and allegiance, be prolonged, for all commissioned
civil officers and all commissioned military officers, to the first day of

March next; and that no person be considered as disqualified from
acting in any of the offices aforesaid, before the expiration of said

time, although the oath,or affirmation, aforesaid be not to them admin
istered ; any law of this state to the contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the commanding officer of each regiment in this

state,i'equire and enjoin every such militia officer under his command,
to take said oath of fidelity and allegiance, by or before the first

day of March aforesaid ; and said commanding officer is hereby
[i][e]mpowered, having first taken said oath, to administer the same
to any of the officers of the regiment under his command, and
directed to make return thereof into the secretary's office as soon as

may be. \_Passed October 2.
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