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CHAPTER 17.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND CONTINUING SUNDRY LAWS THAT ARE
EXPIRED, AND NEAR EXPIRING.

Preamble.
Whereas the several acts hereinafter mentioned, which are now

expired or near expiring, have been found useful and beneficial

;

viz™., one act made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- RecUai of laws

dred and thirty-six, [i][e]utitled " An Act to enable the overseers of 1736-37Jchap. 4.

the poor, and selectmen, to take care of idle and disorderly persons ;

"

one act made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
thirty-eight, [ij[e]ntitled "An Act to prevent the unniecessary jour- 1738-39, chap. 26:

neying of the members of the general court
;

" one act made in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine,

[i3.[e] ntitled " An Act in addition to the several laws of this province 1739.40, chap. 12.

relating to common roads and private ways ; " one act made in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty, [i][e]ntitled
" An Act for expl [a] [i] nation of, and supplement to, the act referring 1740.41, chap. 20.

to the poor, &c. ;
" one act made in the year of our Lord one thousand

seven hundred and forty-one, [i][e]ntitled " An Act in addition to 1741-42, chap. 4.

an act [i][e]ntitled 'An Act for explanation of, and supplement to,

an act referring to the poor ; '

" three acts made in the year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-two ; one, [ij[«]ntitled

•'An Act to prevent unnecessary lawsuits;" another, [i][ejntitled 1742-43, chap. 19.

"An Act in addition to the several acts for regulating the assize of 1J42-43, chap. 20.

casks, and preventing deceits in the packing of fish, beef and ])ork, "" *
•^*"^'>-'-

for sale ;
" the other, [i] [pjntitled "An Act to prevent gaming for 1742-43, chap. 27.

money or other gain ; " one act made in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and forty-four, [i][e]ntitled "An Act to 1743-44, chap. 23.

prevent unnecessary expence in suits at law ;

" three acts made in

the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-six ; one,

[i][e]ntitled " An Act to prevent the firing of guns charged with shot 1745-47, chap. 11.

or ball, in the town of Boston;" another, [i][e]ntitled "An Act 174647, chap. 10,

in further addition to an act [i][e]n titled ' An Act for higliways :
'

"

the other is [i][e]ntitled "An Act to enable the proprietors of pri- 1746-47, chap. is.

vate ways to repair them in an equal manner ; " one act made in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-eight,

[i][e]ntitled " An Act to prevent damage being done on the beach, 1748-49, chap. 13.

and meadows in Plymouth adjoining to said beach, commonly known
by the name of Plymouth Beach ; " two acts made in tlie year of our

Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty-one; one, [i][e]ntitled

"An Act for the better regulation of the course of judicial proceed- 1751.52, chap. 17.

ings ; " the other, [i][e]ntitled "An Act to [i][e]mpower the pro- 1751-52, chap. 19.

prietors of the meeting-house in the first parish in Salem, where the

Rev[e/-e»,]d Mr. John Sparhawk now ofliciates, and also the proprie-

tors of the meeting-house in the third parish in Newbury, where the

Rev[eren]d Mr. John Lowell officiates, to raise money for defreying

ministerial and other necessary charges ;
" one act made in the year

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, [i][e]ntitled

"An Act for preventing petitions to the general court, relating to 1755-56, chap. 39.

licences for retailing strong drink, and keeping houses of public enter-

tainment ;
" one act made in the year of our Lord one tliousand seven

hundred and fifty-seven, [i][e]ntitlcd "An Act for preventing tdie 1756-57, chap. sa.
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unnecessary destruction of alewives in the town of Sandwich ;
" one

act made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
1759-60, chap. 82. sixty, [i] [ejntitlcd "An Act to enable the town of Weymouth to

regulate and order the taking and disposing of the fish called shad[d]
and alewives, within the limits of that town ; " three acts made in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-two ; one,
1761-62, chap. 26. [i][e]ntitled " Au Act to pvcveut damage by fire in the town[s] of

Salem, Marblehead, and other maritime towns in the province ; an-

1761-62, chap. 31. other, [i][ti]ntitled "An Act to prevent damage being done on the

meadows and beaches lying in and adjoining on the north-east part of

the town of Yarmouth, between Quivit Harbo[M]r, on the east, and
1762-63, chap. 5. gesuit Harbo[?^]r, on the west ;

" the other, [i] [ejntitled, "An Act for

rendering more effectual the laws already made relating to shingles,

and for regulating the assize of staves, hoops and clapboards ; " two
acts made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and

1762-63, chap. 18. sixty-threc ; one, [i][e]ntitled " An Act for the relief of poor prison-

1762-63, chap. 27. ei's foT debt;" the other, [i][e]ntitled " An Act in addition to the

act made and passed in the eight [7t] year of the reign of her late

1709-10, chap. 5. majesty Queen Ann, [i][e]ntitled 'An Act for regulating of drains

or common shores ;' " one act made in the year of our Lord one thou-

1764-65, chap. 12. saud scvcu huudrcd and sixty-four, [i] [e] ntitled " An Act in addition

to an act, [i][e]ntitled ' An Act providing in case of sickness ;
'

" one

act made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
176465, chap. 30. sixty-five, [i][e]ntitled " An Act for allowing necessary supplies

to the east[ern][^(;ard] Indians, and for regulating trade with them
and preventing abuses therein ;

" one act made in the year of our Lord
1770-71, chap. 4, one thousaud seven hundred and seventy, [i][e] ntitled "An Act to

prevent the obstructing and destroying of the fish called alewives, in

then* passage up and down Maddepayset River, within the town of

Rochester ; " two acts made in the year of our Lord one thousand

1770-71, chap. 28. sevcu hundred and seventy-one; one, [i][e] ntitled "An Act to im-

power the inhabitants of the town of Dartmouth to regulate the tak-

ing of fish, within the harbo[M]rs and coves of said township of [of]

1771-72, chap. 4. Dartmouth ;" the other, [i][e] ntitled "An Act to prevent damage being

done to the proprietors of the meadow, upland and beach, called Great

and Little Scipuiszet, in the town of Falmouth and county of Barn-

stable ; " one act made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
1771-72, chap. 13. hundred and seventy-two, [i][e] ntitled "An Act in addition to an

act, made in the fifth year of the reign of his present majesty,

[i] [e] ntitled ' An Act to prevent the destruction of oysters in the

several bays and rivers, hereafter mentioned, within this province ;
'

"

one act made in the year of our Lord one thousaud seven hundred and

1772-73, chap. 48. seventy-thrcc, [i] [e] ntitled " An Act for regulating the alewive fish-

ery in the town of Halifax, in the county of Plymouth ;
" one act

made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seven-

1776-77, chap. 25. ty-six, [i] [e]ntitled "An Act for preventing the operation of an act

made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and

seventy, [i][e]ntitled ' An Act for repealing the several laws now in

force which relate to the limitation of personal actions, and the limi-

tation of personal actions for the future, and for avoiding suits at

law ; ' " two acts made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
1777-78, chap. 3. hundred and seventy-seven; one, [i][e] ntitled "An Act to prevent

the pernicious practice of distilling, into any kind of spirit whatever,

cyder, wheat, Indian corn, rye, barley and oats, or either of them ;

"

1777-78, chap. B. the Other, [i] [e] ntitled " An Act to oblige persons to attend and give
•

evidence, in certain cases, in the neighbouring states,"

—
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Be it therefore enacted b>/ the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same^
That such of tlie before-mentioned acts as are now expired, be Said laws to be

revived, and such of said acts as are not yet expired, be continued, JhJfirTtday'of

with all and every clause, matter and thing therein respectively con- November, i782.

tained, and shall be in force untill the first day of November, one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, and from thence to the end
of the then next session of the general court, and no longer.

\^Passed October 5.

CHAPTER 18.

AN ACT FOR DIVIDING AND SETTING OFF THE WESTERLY PART OF
THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, INTO A
SEPARATE PRECINCT BY THE NAME OF THE WEST PRECINCT.

"Whereas, for the greater conveniency of attending the public wor- Preamble,

ship of God, and the promotion of the Christian religion, it is found
necessary to divide' and set[t] off the westerly part of the town of

Newton into a separate pre[c]inct,

—

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[S'ECT. 1.] That the westerly part of the town of Newton shall be Boundaries of

and hereby is set off into a separate precinct by the name of the West c^ncun the town
Precinct ; and the said westerly part of the land in said town is ac- of Newtou.

cordingly hereby set off, by a line beginning on the bank of Charles
River, at the south-easterly corner of a farm possessed by Samuel
Woodward ; from thence, on a direct line, to the south-easterly part of

land improved by Daniel Fuller, and to continue, the same sti'ai[gh]t

course, to Watertown line ; and such of the inhabitants of said town inhabitants may

as have not petitioned to be set off, as aforesaid, that shall fall on pa^iXthey^win
cither side of the aforesaid line, and shall choose to belong to, and be belong to.

part of the precinct on the other side of said line, who shall, within

six months from the date of this act, give their names into the secre-

tary's office, of this state, they, with their estates, shall be recorded as

part of, the precinct they shall so choose, and shall do duty and
receive privileges accordingly ; and such persons as belong to said

town and are now in the army, or beyond sea, shall, within six months
after their return, enjoy the same privile[d]ge.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if there be any tracts or parcel[l]s of land l3'ing what lands

in either precinct, which belong to. and are under the immediate im- shall be taxed,

provement of any person belonging to the other precinct, such lands

shall be taxed to that parish to which ench improver belongs, so long
as it shall remain under the improvement of a person under the above
description, and no longer.

Ayid be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said West Precinct shall be and hereby is in-

vested with all the rights, privile[d]ges and immunities which, by law,

other precincts enjoy.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That all monies already assessed by said town be cot- Taxes already


