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[revolutionary period— '

' STATE."]

CHAPTER 20.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT INTITLED "AN ACT FOR ENCOURAG-
ING THE FIXING OUT ARMED VESSELS TO DEFEND THE SEA-COAST
OF AMERICA, AND FOR ERECTING A COURT TO TRY AND CONDEMN
ALL VESSELS THAT SHALL BE FOUND IN[F] [F]ESTING THE SAME."

Preamble.
1775-76, chap.

7, §8.

Vessels cap-
lured by two or
more vessels,
jointly, how
divided.

Whereas ia the said act it is, among other things, enacted that " if

two or more vessels, the commanders whereof shall be properly com-
missioned, shall jointly take such vessel, the money she and her cargo

and appurtenances shall sell for", after paying charges in manner di-

rected in said act, " shall be divided between the captoi's, in proportion

to their number of men "
; and whereas it appears to this court to l)0

more just and equitable that vessels jointly captured, as aforesaid,

[should] ^JliaW] be distributed between the captors in proportion to

their men and weight of shot[t] for each carriage-gun,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatines

in General Court assembled, and by the authoritij of the same,

That when any vessel shall be captured by two or more vessels,

jointly, properly commissioned (which vessels actually engaged, or

were in sight and in pursuit), such vessel so taken and legally con-

demned, her cargo and appurtenances, shall be divided between the

captors, in a compound proportion of the number of men and weight

of shot[t] for every carriage-gun on board each armed vessel respec-

tively ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

[^Passed November 30.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT TO SET OFF THAT PART OF BERNARDSTON WHICH LIES ON
THE WEST SIDE OF GREEN RIVER, FROM SAID TOWN, AND ANNEX-
ING THE SAME TO THE TOWN OF COLRAIN.

Preamble.

Atinexing part
of the town of
Ucrnardston to
llio town of
Uolrain.

Whereas it appears that a number of the inhabitants of the town
of Bernardston, in the county of Hampshire, living in the westerly

part of said town, and on the west side of Green River, would be

much accom[m]odated by being set off from said town, and annexed
t<^ the town of Colrain in said county, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assemb'ed, and by the auihodty of the sam",

[Sect. 1.] That all that part of the town of Bernardston, Iving

on the west side of Green River, so called, containing by estimation

two tliousand five hundred and seventy-six acres, and whicli lies

adjoining to, and upon, the east line of the town of Colrain, be and
hereby is set off from said Bernardston, and annexed to Colrain, antl

the east line of Colrain is hereby extended so far east as to touch tlie

west bank of Green River ; and said land, with the inhabitants there-

on, shall forever hereafter be considered as belonging to the town of

Colrain.


