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prisoners on parole pay all their own expences ; and that officers,

prisoners of war not in hospitals, pay their physicians, surgeons and
attendants.

Be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid^

[Sect. 5.] That all such parts, clauses or paragraphs, of an act

passed and enacted in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-

dred and seventy-seven, [e][i]ntitled "An act for securing and mak- 1776-77, chap. 35.

ing provision for the support of prisoners who. may be taken by any
American armed vessel, and brought or sent into any port in this

state," not in time past made null and void, is hereby repealed ; and,

in future, shall have no force or validity as a law. \_Passed April 12,

1780.

CHAPTER 37.

AN ACT FOR FURTHER AUGMENTING CERTAIN FEES, ALLOWANCES
AND PENALTIES, ESTABLISHED BY LAWS OF THIS STATE, AND FOR
ENLARGING THE JURISDICTION OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

Whereas the fees and allowances to civil officers and other persons, preamble.

as now established by law, are found very unequal to their services
23laiKi Is!^^'^'

^'

and expences, —
Be it therefore enacted by the Gouncil and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the several officers and persons, except as are Augmentation

hereinafter excepted, mentioned in an act made in the year of our °* ^''®*-

Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, which act is con-

tained from page one hundred fifty-one to page one hundred fifty-nine

of the state laws, entitled "An Act for the repealing one part of a 1777-78, chap. 17

law of this state, made and passed in the year of our Lord one thou-

sand seven hundred and seventy-six, entitled ' An Act for the repeal-

ing one law of this colony, made and passed in the fourth year of the

reign of William and Mary, king and queen, entitled " An Act for

regulating the fees and allowances of the several officers and persons,

within this colony, hereinafter mentioned,"'" be and hereby are

allowed and [i][eJmpowered to demand and receive for their services,

respectively, thirty-two times the fees and allowances set down
therein ; anything in said act, or in any law or resolve of court relat-

ing thereto, notwithstanding.

Provided, nevertheless, —
[Sect. 2.] That sheriffs, co[n][r]oners and constables shall re- ProviBo.

ceive for levying monies upon writ[t]s of execution, or warrants of

distress, for the first one hundred pounds and under, ninepence on
the pound ; above that, and not exceeding two hundred pounds, six-

pence on the pound ; and on all sums above two hundred pounds, and
not exceeding five hundred pounds, threepence on the pound ; and
on all sums above five hundred pounds, twopence on the pound, and
no more.

Provided, also.

[Sect. 3] That the fees to be taken by the several naval officers Provia*.

through this state, shall be twenty times the fees mentioned in said

act, and no more.
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And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the fees to be taken in the maritime courts, shall

be ten times the fees set down in a resolve of the general court, of the
ninth of February, one thousand seven hundred seventy-nine.

A7id vjJiereas the fines and penalties annexed to any offences by the
laws of this state, or to be incurved by refusing to serve in any office,

or do any duty required by law, do not answer the purposes for which
they were intended,—

Be it therefore further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 5.] That all such fines and penalties annexed to any
offences, or to be incurred, as aforesaid, by any laws of this state,

whether known by the name of province, colony, or state, laws or
resolves of court, made and enacted before the first day of January,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, shall be increased, and
taken to be thirty-two times as much as in said acts or resolves they
are called, and no more.

And whereas the fines and penalties annexed to certain offences

mentioned in an act or law of this state, made and passed March, one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, entitled " An Act in addi-

tion to an act entitled ' An Act for forming and regulating the militia

within the colony of Massachusetts Bay, in New England, and for

repealing all the laws heretofore made for that purpose,' " do not
answer the purposes for which they were intended,—
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 6.] That all such fines and penalties annexed to any
offences mentioned in the aforesaid additional militia act, shall be
increased and taken to be thirty-two times as much as in said act they
are called, and no more.

And whereas it is necessary that provision should be made to enlarge
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, who, by the laws of this state,

cannot take cognizance of any of the offences or crimes aforesaid, or

of debts, trespasses or other matters, exceeding sixteen times the value

of forty shillings, whereby the course of justice may be greatly

retarded, and great inconvenience and unnecessary expence may arise

to many persons in recovering small debts and dam [m] ages,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 7.] That the justices of the peace of this state' be, and
they are hereby, authorized and [i] [ejmpowered, within their respective

counties, to take cognizance and have jurisdiction of any of said

offences or crimes, and to impose and inflict the penalties therein

mentioned, and to give judgment accordingly, where the fines doth not
exceed thirty-two times the value of forty shillings ; and also to hear,

try, adjudge and determine, any manner of debts, trespasses and othc
matters as heretofore by the law of this province, colony, or state, to

the amount of thirty-two times the value of forty shillings, as afore-

said ; and in case of appeals from their judgment, or sentence, in

criminal matters, to the court of general sessions of the peace, to

recognize the appellant or appellants, in the manner and form they
were by law [i][e]mpowered to do heretofore, in a sum not exceeding
thirty-two times tiie value of five pounds ; any Jaw of this state to the
contrary notwithstanding.

A)id be it further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That all the acts or laws of this state, made and passed
since the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
eight, for the purpose of increasing the fees and allowances to civil

ofliicMs, and for augmenting fines and penalties, or for enlarging the



[4th Sess.] Province Laws. — 1779-80. 1177
[revolutionaky period — " state."]

jurisdiction of justices of the peace, and every part and clause therein

contained, be, and they are hereby, repealed and declared null and
void.

[Sect. 9.] This act to continue and be in force until[l] the tenth Said act to con-

day of October next, and from thence to the end of the next sitting u^u? the tenth

of the general court, and no longer. [Passed April 13, 1780. ^ay of October

CHAPTER 38.

AN ACT FOR ANNEXING JOHN ADAMS AND OTHERS, INHABITANTS OF
THE TOWN OF SUTTON, WITH THEIR LANDS, TO THE TOWN OF
NORTHBRIDGE.

Be it enacted by the Council and Hotise of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That John Adams, Micah Thayer, Stephen Goldthwait, Annexing the

Ezekiel Goldthwait and Abner Adams, with their lands and estates
e8tfte8 of John

that they now own, together with all the inhabitants that now dwell, Adams and

or shall hereafter dwell, thereon, be and hereby is annexed to the town town of°North-

of Northbridge ; who hereby are, and shall be, subjected to do duty,
^"g/pf

'

t^^„i"'
and intitled to receive equal privileges, with other inhabitants of the with equal

said town of Northbridge, to all intents and purposes whatsoever. privileges.

Provided, nevertheless,—
[Sect. 2.] That the said inhabitants set off to the said town of Proviso.

Northbridge, as aforesaid, shall and are hereby held to pay all town,

parish, and state, taxes which have been heretofore lawfully assessed

upon them by the said town of Sutton, together with the tax now to

be laid on the town of Sutton,by order of the general court, in their

present session ; anything in this act to the conti-ary notwithstanding.

[Passed April 20, 1780.

CHAPTER 39.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT INTITLED " AN ACT FOR INCORPO-
RATING THE PLANTATION CALLED COXHALL, IN THE COUNTY OF
YORK, INTO A TOWN BY THE NAME OF COXHALL."

Whereas some of the boundary lines of said town are not explic- Preamble,

itly set forth in said act, and "are found to inte[r]fere with the "77-78, chap. 23.

bounds, and include part of the town, of Sanford, not intended by
said act, —

Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the said town of Coxhall shall hereafter be Boundaries

bounded as follows, anything in the act incorporating said town to the

contrary notwithstanding; viz"^*^., begin [n]ing on the western side of

Mousom River, at a pitch-pine stump on the edge of the bank of said

river, and on the head line of Wells ; from thence, to run norlli -east-

erly, on the head line of Wells and Avundell, six miles (viz^'^., until it


