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Treasurer to
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tively, the same proportion of the said sura as such town or other

placa was taxed by the general court in the tax act then last pre-

ceediag.

[Sect. .5.] And the treasurer of this state is hereby [e][i]mpow-
ered and directed, some time in the said mouth of September, in said

year, to issue and send forth his warrants, directed to the selectmen or

assessors of each town or other incorporated place within this state,

or to some suitable person or persons in such place or places therein

as arc not incorporated, requiring them to assess the polls and estates

within their several towns and otlier places, for their respective parts

and proportions of the sums before directed and engaged to be as-

sessed, to be paid into the treasury on or before the said twentieth
day of November, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two ; and
the assessors, as also all persons thereby assessed, shall observe, be
governed by, and subject to, all such rules and directions as shall have
been given in the then last preceeding tax act.

And be it farther enacted by the aidhority aforesaid.,

[Sect. 6.] That the notes that may be issued by the treasurer by
managers of "tiie vli'tuc of and in confomiity to this act, shall, by him, upon his receiv-
lotiery.

jjjg ,^ warrant from the council for the aforesaid sum, be delivered to

the managers of the lottery aforesaid, or their order, from time to

time, and in such proportions and sums as said managers may draw
for. IPassed May 3, 1780.
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(lolivcrcd to the

CHAPTER 46.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE AND ESTABLISH A SOCIETY FOR THE CUL-
TIVATION AND PROMOTION OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES.

Certain persons
incorporated
into a body
politic, by the
name of the
Ajiierican
Academy of
Arts and
BcienccB.

As the arts and sciences are the foundation and support of agricult-

ure, manufactures and commerce ; as they are necessary to the wealth,

peace, independence and happiness of a people ; as they essentially

promote the honor and dignity of the government which patronises

them ; and as the}' are most effectually cultivated and diffused through
a state by the forming and incorporating of men of ge-nius and learn-

ing into public societies for these beneficial purposes,—
Be it therefore enacted by the 'Council and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled., a.nd by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the Hon[ora]ble Samuel Adams, Esq'^''^., Hon'^'''*^

John Adams, Esq'^'^., John Bacon, Esq'^'^., Ilon'^'^'^l James Bowdoin,
Esqt^^., Uey^'^l Charles Chauncy, D.D., Rev^'^i. John Clark, David
Cobb, Esqf'-]., 'Rcv^'^\ Samuel Cooper, D.D.. Hon^'^'^^ Thomas Cush-
ing, Esq^""^., Hon^''''^]. Nathan Cushiug, Esq^^^, IIonf'"<=^. William Cush-
ing, EsqC--^

, Tristram Dalton, Esq^'^., Hon^'''^^ Francis Dana, Esqi^'^,

Rev"^"^. Samuel Deaue, Revi^^^. Perez Fobes, Rev'^'^^ Caleb Gannet[i],
Hon'^'"*^. Henry Gardner, Esq'^'"^., Mr. Benjamin Guild, Honi^''*''^. John
Hancock, Esq'^'^,, Hon'^'''''^. Joseph Hawley, Esq"^''^., Edward Augustus
Holyoke, Esq"^""^., Doct[a]r Ebenezcr Hunt, Jonathan Jackson, Esq'^"'^.,

Doct[o]r Charles Jarvis, Rev"^*^^. Samuel Laugdon, D.D., Hon'^'''^^. Levi
Lincoln, Esq"^'^., Rev"^''^. Daniel Little, Rev'^'^^. Elijah Lothrop, John
Lowell, Esq"^''^., Rev^^''^. Sam[Me]l Mather, D.D., Samuel Moody, EsqC"-].,

Hou^''"-^. Andi-ew Oliver, Esq^''^., Doct[o]r Joaeph Orne, 'l)[octJr.
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Theodore Parsons, Hou'^"'"l George Partridge, Esq^^^., Hon'^''^''l Robert
Treat Paine, Esq'^'"^., Rev'^''^. Pinillips Payson, Samuel Phillips, jun'^"'^.,

Esqt^l, Ilout''"'^. John Pickering, Esq^^^.^ Houf""']. Oliver Prescot[t],

Eaq'^'l, Rev'^'^^. Zedekiah Sanger, Hon[orable] Nathaniel Peaslee
Ser[g][,;]eant, Esq'^''^., Micajah Sawyer, Esq'^'^., Theodore Sedgwick,
Esqi^'^l, Hon^""^]. William Sever, Esq^-"]., Stephen Sewall, Esq^^l, Hon^''^*].

David Sewall, Esq'^''^, John Sprague, Esq'^'"^., Ebenezer Storer, Esqi^'l,

Caleb Strong, Esq"^'^., Hon'^"''^. James Sullivan, Esqi^'l, D[oct]r. John
Bernard Sweat, Mr. Nathaniel Tracy, Cotton Tufts, Esqt'"^., Hon'^"'*^.

James Warren, Esqi^''^, Rev'^'^^ Samuel West, Rev'^'*^. Edward Wiggles-
worth, Rev'^'^^ Joseph Willard, Rcv^"^. Samuel Williams. Rev^''^. Abra-
ham Williams, Rev'^''^. Neheraiah Williams and Mr. James Wiuthrop,
be, and they hereby are, formed into, constituted and made a body
politic and cor^wrate by the name of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences ; and that they and their successors, and such other per-

sons as shall be elected in the manner hereafter mentioned, shall be,

and continue, a body politic and corporate by the same name, forever.

And be it further enacted by the authorit}/ aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the fellows of the said academy may, from time Thefeiioweof

to time, elect a president, one or more vice-presidents, one or more emy to^cLect^a

secretaries, and such other officers, of the said academy, as they shall president aud

judge necessary or convenient ; and they shall have full power and ° " °

authority, from time to time, to determine and establish the names,
number and duties of their several officers, and the tenure or estate

they shall, respectively, have in their offices, and also to authori[s] [2] e Vested with cer-

and impower their president, or some other fellow of the academy, t^m powers,

at their pleasure, to administer such oaths, to such officers, as they

shall appoint and determine for the well ordering and good govern-

ment of the said academy : provided, the same be not repugnant to

the laws of this state.

And be it further enacted by. the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3. J That the fellows of the said academy shall have one Said feiiowa to

common seal, which they may make use of in whatsoever cause Or mJnseat*'"™'
business shall concern the academy, or be relative to the end and
design of its institution, and shall have power and authority, from
time to time, to break, change and renew the common sctil, at their

pleasure ; and that they may sue aud be sued in all actions, real, per- Made ii.abic to

sonal and mixed, and prosecute and defend the same unto final judg-
^®^"<^^-

ment and execution, by the name of the President and Fellows of the

American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4,] That the fellows of the said academy may, from time to The fellows to

time, elect such persons to be fellows thereof as they shall judge tofcnows°^'°
proper ; and that they shall have full power and authority, from time thereof, with

to time, to suspend, expel or disfranchise any fellow, of the said acad- place,

emy, who shall by his conduct render himself unworthy of a place in

that body, in the judg [e] ment of the academy ; and also to settle aud
establish the rules, forms and conditions of election, suspension, ex-

pulsion aud disfranchisement : provided, that the number of the said ProviBo.

academ}^ who are inhabitants of this state, shall not at any one time

be more than two hundred, nor less than forty*.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 5.] That the fellows of the said academy shall have full Empowered to1.1.,/. ,. j_ .- . 1 li 1 make laws, etc.,
power and authority,from time to time, to make and enact such reason- and to amies

able rules, orders and bye-laws, not repugnant to the laws of this *^°^^-

Btate, as shall be necessary or convenient for the well ordering and
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good government of the said academy, and to annex reasonable pecu-

niary fines and penalties to the breach of them, not exceeding the sum
of twenty pounds, to be sued for and recovered in any court of record

within this state, in the name and for the use of the president and
fellows of the said academy ; and the same rules, orders and bye-laws

to repeal at their pleasure : and also to settle and establish the times,

places and manner of convening the fellows of the said academy

;

and also to determine the number of fellows which shall be present

to constitute a meeting of the said academy : provided^ that the fel-

lows of the said academy shall meet twice in a year, at the least, and
that the place of their meeting shall never be more than thirty miles

distant from the town of Boston.
And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 6.] That the fellows of the said academy may, and shall,

forever, hereafter, be deemed capable, in the law, of having, holding

and taking, in foe-simple or any less estate, by gift, grant, devise or

otherwise, any lands, tenements or other estate, real and personal

:

2nx>vided, that the annual income of the said real estate shall not ex-

ceed the sum of five hundred pounds, and the annual income or inter-

est [o/] the said personal estate shall not exceed the sum of two
tliousand pounds ; all the sums aforementioned in this act to be

valued in silver, at the rate of six shillings and eightpence by the

ounce : and the annual interest and income of the said real and per-

sonal estate, together with the fines and penalties aforesaid, shall be

appropriated for premiums, to encourage improvements and discover-

ies in agriculture, arts and manufactures, or for other purposes con-

sistent with the end and design of the institution of the said academy,
as the fellows thereof shall determine.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect, 7.] That the end and design of the institution of the said

academy, is to promote and encourage the knowledge of the antiqui-

ties of America, and of the natural history of the country, and to

determine the uses to which the various natural productions of the

country ma}' be applied ; to promote and encourage medical discov-

eries, mathematical disquisitions, philosophical enquiries and experi-

ments ; astronomical, meteorological and geographical observations
;

and improvements iu agriculture, arts, manufactures and commerce
;

and, in fine, to cultivate every art and science which may tend to

advance the interest, honor, dignity and happiness of a free, inde-

pendent and virtuous people.

And it is further enacted,

[Sect. 8.] That the place where the first meeting of the fellows

of the said academy shall be held, shall be the philosophy chamber
in the university at Cambridge; and that [the'] lion[ora']h\e James
Bowdoin, Esq'^''^., be, and he hereby is, authorised and impowered to

fix the time for holding the said meeting, and to notify the same to

the fellows of the academy. [Passed May 4, 1780.


