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first sworn [e] before the superiour or inferiour court, or two justices

within the count}', quonim lams, shall be and continue in the aforesaid

office five years, unless removed or displaced by order of the court of

general sessions of the peace in such county, for misdemeanour or fail-

ure in his duty ; the said officer to give bond to the value of five hun-

dred pounds, with two sureties for the faithful discharge of his trust.

[Sect. 3.] And in case of non-acceptance, death or removal of any
such person so elected, two or more of his majest[/e][y]s justices with-

in such county, quorum unus, are hereby impowred to grant out their

warrants directed to the selectmen of the several towns within such

county, ordering them forthwith to convene the freeholders of their

respective towns and proceed to the choice of some other meet per-

son ; the votes to be brought in as aforesaid.

[Sect. 4.] And that there shall be a publick office in the shire town
of each county within this province, for registring of deeds and con-

v[c][a]yances as aforesaid.

[Sect. 5.] And that the fees for registring shall be the same as is i697, chap. 21,

therefor already by law established ; any law, usage or custom to the ^
^'

contrar}^ notwithstanding. {^Passed July 26.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT FOR REGULATING FEES.

Whereas, in the aforesaid act, there is not mention made of the fees 1692.3, chap. 37.

to be taken for many things which may from time to time be ent[e]red, 1*|^' ^^^^- '^'

recorded, registredVind copied, either in the secretary, or clerks' offices,

of the several courts within this province,

—

'Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour. Conncil and
Rejjresentatives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

That no officer whatsoever shall ask[e], demand and take any more
than twelvepence a page, each page containing twenty-eight lines,

eight words in a line, and so proportionable, for the entring, recording,

registring and copying all and every matter, and thing whatsoever,
on pain of forfeiting and paying the like sum of ten pounds, as by the

aforesaid law is provided. \^Fassed July 26.

CHAPTER 7.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT OF LIMITATION FOR QUIETING OF
POSSESSIONS.

Whereas the limitation of time for the continuance of possession by 1697, chap. 22.

the aforesaid act, did not extend or was understood to extend unto any
houses or lands lying to the eastward of Piscataqua River, or in other

the frontiers referr[p]d to in said act ; but a further time was enlarged
and lengthened out for the space of five years next after the ending of

the war with the Indians, during which space all persons might pursue
their right and claim to any houses and lands lying in those parts ; and
forasmuch as, since the enacting the aforesaid law, the peace was made
and concluded with the said Indians in the tenth year of the reign of

his late majesty King William ; notwithstanding which, the aforesaid
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Indians broke out again into open war and rebellion, in the second j'ear

of her late majesty's reign, and continued the same until the last j-ear

;

by reason of which ruptures persons could not, without great hazard and
difficult}^, pursue their right and claim[e] to houses and lands lying to

the eastward of Piscataqua River, or in other the aforesaid frontiers
;

and inasmuch as the setling of the eastern parts and frontiers will be
of great benefit to this province, the accomplishment whereof will be
very much retarded and hindred unless persons can be secured in then*

purchases and possessions,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect. 1.] That there shall be a further time of five j^ears from the

last of this instant July, one thousand seven hundred and fifteen, allowed
all persons to pursue their right and claim to any houses and lands in

those parts and places, and every of them, and no longer ; and all

actions and processes to be thereafter brought for the same are hereb}^

excluded and for ever debarred : provided, always, that there shall be a
saving of all publick lands belonging to this province not orderly dis-

posed of: provided, also, that this act shall not be understood to bar the

title of any infant, feme covert, or person non compos mentis, imprisoned
or in captivity ; who shall be allowed the term of five years next after

such imperfectio.n removed, to pursue their claim or challenge to any
houses or lands wherein they have interest or title.

[Sect. 2.J And the time of five years shall be allowed to persons
having an estate in rever[.s?'o][co]n in any houses or lauds, from the

time such rever[s;'o][co]n falls, to recover their right.

[Sect. 3.] Aiid persons beyond sea shall be allowed the term often
years from the publication of this act, to pursue their claim and chal-

'

leuge to any houses or lands as aforesaid. [^Passed July 28.

CHAPTEE 8.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL RATES AND DUTYS
OF IMPOST AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING.

We, his majesty's loyal and dutifull subjects, the representatives of
this his majesty's province of the Massachusetts Ba}', in New England,
taking into consideration the necessity of granting a supply of money
for the defreyiug the growing charges for support of the governmeiU
within this his majesty's province ; for discharge and pa3'ment of the

debts already due from the province, and the subsisting and paying of

wages to souldiers imployed in his majesty's service at the castle and
forts within this province ; for payment of the salaries and allowances to

the oflflcers imploj'ed in and about the execution of this act ; and such
other salaries, gratuities and allowances as have been or shall be made
and granted b}' the general assembly, or directed by any act thereof to

be made out of the province treasury ; have cheerfully and unani-

mously given and granted, and do hereby giA^e and grant, unto his most
excellent majesty, to the ends, uses and intents aforesaid, the several

dutys of impost upon wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes
that shall be imported into this province, and tunnnge of shipping,

hereinafter mentioned and expressed ; and pray that it may be
enacted,—

.


