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Indians broke out again into open war and rebellion, in the second j'ear

of her late majesty's reign, and continued the same until the last j-ear

;

by reason of which ruptures persons could not, without great hazard and
difficult}^, pursue their right and claim[e] to houses and lands lying to

the eastward of Piscataqua River, or in other the aforesaid frontiers
;

and inasmuch as the setling of the eastern parts and frontiers will be
of great benefit to this province, the accomplishment whereof will be
very much retarded and hindred unless persons can be secured in then*

purchases and possessions,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect. 1.] That there shall be a further time of five j^ears from the

last of this instant July, one thousand seven hundred and fifteen, allowed
all persons to pursue their right and claim to any houses and lands in

those parts and places, and every of them, and no longer ; and all

actions and processes to be thereafter brought for the same are hereb}^

excluded and for ever debarred : provided, always, that there shall be a
saving of all publick lands belonging to this province not orderly dis-

posed of: provided, also, that this act shall not be understood to bar the

title of any infant, feme covert, or person non compos mentis, imprisoned
or in captivity ; who shall be allowed the term of five years next after

such imperfectio.n removed, to pursue their claim or challenge to any
houses or lands wherein they have interest or title.

[Sect. 2.J And the time of five years shall be allowed to persons
having an estate in rever[.s?'o][co]n in any houses or lauds, from the

time such rever[s;'o][co]n falls, to recover their right.

[Sect. 3.] Aiid persons beyond sea shall be allowed the term often
years from the publication of this act, to pursue their claim and chal-

'

leuge to any houses or lands as aforesaid. [^Passed July 28.

CHAPTEE 8.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL RATES AND DUTYS
OF IMPOST AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING.

We, his majesty's loyal and dutifull subjects, the representatives of
this his majesty's province of the Massachusetts Ba}', in New England,
taking into consideration the necessity of granting a supply of money
for the defreyiug the growing charges for support of the governmeiU
within this his majesty's province ; for discharge and pa3'ment of the

debts already due from the province, and the subsisting and paying of

wages to souldiers imployed in his majesty's service at the castle and
forts within this province ; for payment of the salaries and allowances to

the oflflcers imploj'ed in and about the execution of this act ; and such
other salaries, gratuities and allowances as have been or shall be made
and granted b}' the general assembly, or directed by any act thereof to

be made out of the province treasury ; have cheerfully and unani-

mously given and granted, and do hereby giA^e and grant, unto his most
excellent majesty, to the ends, uses and intents aforesaid, the several

dutys of impost upon wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes
that shall be imported into this province, and tunnnge of shipping,

hereinafter mentioned and expressed ; and pray that it may be
enacted,—

.
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And he it accordingly enacted hy his Excellency the Governour, Coun-
cil and Representatives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority

of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act there

shall be paid by the importer of all wines, liquors, goods, wares and
merchandizes that shall be imported into this province from the place of
their growth (salt, cotton-wool, provisions and every other thing of the

growth and produce of Kew England excepted), the several rates and
dutys of impost following :—

;

For everj^ pipe of common wine of the Western Islands, fifteen shil-

lings.

For every pipe of Canary or Malago, twenty-five shillings.

For every pipe of Madera or Passado, twenty shillings.

For every pipe of port wine or other sorts not mentioned, fifteen

shillings.

For every hogshead of rhum, containing one' hundred gallons, the

sum of fifteen shillings. ^
For every gallon of rhum or other spirits distilled, the sum of one

penny pr. gallon.

For every hundred pound sterling in English merchandize, prime cost,

twenty shillings.

For every hogshead of sugar, two shillings.

For every hogshead of molasses, one shilling.

For every hogshead of tobacco, two shillings and sixpence.

For every tun of logwood, three shillings.

And so proportionably, for greater or lesser quantitys, for all other

coihodities, goods or merchandize not mentioned nor excepted, one
penny for every twenty shillings value.

[Sect. 2.] And for any of the above wines, liquors, goods, wares,

merchandizes, &™' that shall be imported into this province from any
other ports than the places of their growth and produce, there shall be
paid by the importer double the value of impost appointed by this act

to be received for every species above mentioned, unless they do, ho7ia

fide, belong to the inhabitants of this produce, and came upon their

risque from the port of their growth.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That all the aforesaid imposts, rates and dutys shall be
paid in currant money, or in the bills of credit of this province, by the

importer of any wines, liquors, goods or merchandizes, unto the commis-
sioner and receiver to be appointed, as is hereinafter directed, for en-

tring and receiving of the same, at or before the landing of any wines,

liquors, goods or merchandizes. And all entries where the impost or

duty to be paid doth not exceed four shillings, shall be made without

charge to the importer ; and not more than sixpence to be paid for any
other single entry to what Aalue soever.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That all masters of ships or other vessels coming into

any harbour or port within this province from beyond sea, or from any
other province or colony, before bulk be broken and within twenty-

four hours after his arrival in such harbour or port, shall make a report

to the commissioner or receiver of the impost, to be appointed as here-

after mentioned, of the contents of the loading of such ship or vessel,

without any charge or fee to be demanded or paid for the same ; which
report such master shall give in to the said commissioner or receiver,

under his hand, and shall therein set down and express the quantities

and species of the wines, liquors, goods and merchandizes laden on such

ship or vessell, with the marks and numbers thereof, and to whome the
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same is consigned, and also make oath that the said report or manifest
of the contents of his loading, so to be by him given in nnder his hand
as aforesaid, contains a just and true accompt, to the best of his knowl-
edge, of the whole ladeing taken on board and imported in said vessel
from the port or ports such vessel came from, and that he hath not
broken bulk nor delivered any of the wines, rhum or other distill'd

liquors, loaden on said ship or vessel, directly or indirectly, and that if

he shall know of any more wines, liquors, goods or merchandizes to be
imported therein before the landing thereof, he will cause it to be
added to his manifest, which oath the commissioner or receiver is

hereb}^ impowred to administer ; after which such master may unload
and not before, on pain of one hundred pounds, to be forfeited and
paid by each master that shall neglect his duty in this behalfe.

And be it further enacted by the atithority aforesaid,

[Sect. 5.] That all merchants, factors or other persons, importers,

being owners of, or having any of the wines, liquors, goods, wares or
merchandizes consigned to them, that by this act are liable to pay im-
post or duty, shall, by themselves or order, make entry thereof in writ-

ing under their hands, with the said commissioner or receiver, and pro-

duce unto him the original invoice thereof, and pay the duty and impost
by this act required, before such wines, liquors, goods, wares or mer-
chandizes be landed or taken out of the vessel in which the same shall

be imported, on pain of forfeiting all such wines, liquors, goods, wares,
or merchandizes so landed or taken out of the vessel in which the same
shall be imported.

[Sect. 6.] And no wines, liquors, goods, wares or merchandizes
that "by this act are liable to pay impost or dut}^, shall be landed on any
wharffe or into any warehouse or other place, but in the day-time only,

and that after sunrise aaid before sunset, unless in the presence of and
with the consent of the commissioner or receiver, on pain of forfeiting

all such wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes, and the lighter,

boat or vessel out of which the same shall be landed or put into any
warehouse or other place.

[Sect. 7.] And if the commissioner or receiver shall suspect that

any merchant, factor or other person to whome any wines, liquors,

goods or merchandizes comes consigned, does not, in the entry or writ-

ing thereof to be given under his hand as aforesaid, make a, full and
perfect entry of such wines, liquors, goods and merchandizes, or that

the invoices thereof, produced and shewn by any person or persons, as

by this act is directed, are not really and bona fide the original invoices

of the wines, liquors, goods and merchandizes such person or persons
should then enter, in every such case the commissioner or receiver is

hereby ordered and directed not to admit such person or persons to an}^

entry of the said wines, liquors, goods or merchandizes until he or they
shall have made oath to the truth of said writing or invoice by him or

them presented as aforesaid, which oath the commissioner or receiver is

hereby impowred to administer. And if such person or persons shall

not have and produce any invoice of the quantity of the rum or liquors

to him or them consigned, then the caske wherein the same is, shall be
gauged at the charge of the importer, that the quantity thereof may be
known.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 8.] That every merchant or other person, importing any
wines into this province, shall be allowed twelve pr. cent for leakage :

provided, such wines have not been filled up on board ; and that every
hogshead, butt or pipe of wine that hath two-thirds parts thereof leaked
out, shall be accounted for outs, and the merchant or importer to pay no
impost or duty for the same. And no master of any ship or other vessel
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shall suffer any wines to be filled up on board without giving a certifi-

cate of the quantity so filled, under his hand, before the landing thereof,

to the commissioner or receiver of the impost in such port, on pain of

forfeiting the sum of fifty pounds.

[Sect. 9. ] And if it be made appear that any wines imported in

any ship or vessel be decayed at the time of unladeing thereof, or in

twenty days afterwards, oath being made, if required, before the com-

missioner or receiver that the same hath not been landed above that

time, the dutys and impost paid for such wine shall be repaid unto the

importer thereof.

And be it further enacted by the cmthority aforesaid,

[Sect. 10.] That the master of every ship or vessel importing any

wines, liquors, goods, wares or merchandizes, shall be liable to and shall

pay the impost for such and so jBuch thereof, contained in his manifest,

as shall not be duly entred, and th6 duty paid for the same, by the

person or persons to whome such wines, liquors, goods, wares or mer-

chandizes are or shall be consigned. And it shall and may be lawfull to

and for the master of every ship or other vessel to secure and detaine

in his hands, at the owner's risque, all such wines, liquors, goods, wares

or merchandizes imported in such ship or vessel, until he shall receive a

certificate from the commissioner or receiver of the impost that the duty

for the same is paid, and until he be repaid his necessary charges in

secureing the same ; or such master may deliver such wines, liquors,

goods, wares or merchandizes as are not entred, unto the commissioner

or receiver of the impost in such port, or his order, who is hereby im-

powred and directed to receive and keep the same at the owner's risque

until the impost thereof with charges be paid, and then to deliver

such wines, liquors, goods or merchandizes as such master shall direct.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 11.] That the commissioner or receiver of the impost in

each port shall be and hereby is impowred to sue the master of any
ship or vessel for the impost or duty, for so much of the lading of wines,

liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes imported therein, acx^ording to

the manifest by him to be given upon oath as aforesaid, as shall remain

not entred, and the duty or impost thereof not paid ; and where the

goods, wares or merchandizes are such as that the value thereof is not

known, whereby the impost to be recovered of the master for the same
cannot be ascertaiu'd, the owner, or person to whome such goods, wares

or merchandizes are or shall be consigned, shall be summoned to appear

as an evidence at the court where suit for the impost and dut}^ thereof

shall be brought, and be there required to make oath to the value of

such goods, wares or merchandizes.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 12.] That the ship or vessel, with her tackle, apparrel and
furniture, the master of which shall make default in anything by this

act required to be performed by him, shall be liable to answer and make
good the sum or sums forfeited by such master according to this act, for

any such default, as also to make good the impost or duty for any wines,

liquors, goods, wares or merchandizes not entred as aforesaid ; and upon
judgement recovered against such master, the said ship or vessel, or so

much of the tackle or appur"^^' thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy

said judgment, may be taken in execution for the same. And the com-
missioner and receiver of the impost is herel^y impowred to make
seizure of such ship or vessel, and detain the same under seizure until

judgment be given in any suit to be commenced and prosecuted for

any of the said forfeitures or impost, to the intent that, if judgment be
rendred for the prosecutor or informer, such ship or vessell and appur''^'

may be exposed for satisfaction thereof as is before provided, unless the
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owners, or some on their behalfe, for the releasing of such ship or vessel

. from under seizure and restraint, shall give sufficient security to the

commissioner or receiver of the impost that >seized the same, to respond

and satisfie the sum or value of the forfeiture and dutys, with charges,

that shall be recovered against the master thereof upon suit to be

brought for the same as aforesaid ; and the master occasioning such loss

and damage unto his owners, through his default or neglect, shall be

liable unto their action for the same.

And it is farther enacted,

[Sect. 13.] That the naval officer within any of the ports of this

province shall not clear or give passes to any master of any ship or

other vessel outward bound, until he shall be certified, by the commis-
sioner and receiver of the impost, that the impost and dut3's for the

goods last imported in such ship . or vessel are paid or secured to be

paid. And the commissioner or receiver of the impost is hereby im-

powred to allow bills of store, to the master of any ships or vessels im-

porting any wines or liquors, for such private adventures as shall belong

to the master and seamen of such ship or other vessel, at the discretion

of the commissioner or receiver, not exceeding three pr. cent of the

lading ; and the dutys payable by this act for such wines or liquors, in

such bills of store mentioned and expressed, shall be abated.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 14.] That all penalties and forfeitures accrueing or ariseiug

by virtue of this act shall be one-halfe to his majesty, for the uses and
intents for which the aforementioned dutys of impost are granted, and

the other halfe to him or them that shall seize, inform and sue for the

same, by action, bill, plaint or information, in any of his majest3^'s courts

of record, wherein no essoign, protection or wager of law shall be

allowed ; the whole charge of prosecution being taken out of the halfe

belonging to the informer.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect! 15.] That there shall be paid by the master of every ship or

other vessel, coming into an}^ port or ports in this province to trade or

trafick, the major part of the owners whereof are not belonging to this

province, except such vessels as belong to the provinces or colonys of

Pensilvania, West and East Jersey, New Yorke, Connecticut or Rhod
Island, every vo^-age such ship or vessel does make, the sum of eighteen

pence pr, tun, or one pound of good new gunpowder, for every tun such

ship or vessel is in burthen, to be paid unto the commissioner or re-

ceiver of the dutys of impost, and to be imployed for the supply of his

majesty's castle and forts within this pi'ovince.

[Sect. 1G.] And the said commissioner is hereby impowred to ap-

point a meet and suitable person to repair unto and on board any ship

or vessel to take the exact measure or tunnage thereof, in case he shall

suspect that the register of such ship or vessel doth not express and set

forth the full burthen of the same, the cliarge thereof to be paid by the

master or owner of such ship or vessel, before she be cleared, in case she

appear to be of greater burthen ; otherwise, to be paid by the commis-

sioner out of the money received by him for impost, and shall be al-

lowed him, accordingly, by the treasurer in his accompts. And the

naval otlicer sliall not clear any vessel until he be also certified by the

said commissioner that the duty of tunnage for the same is paid, or that

it is such a vessel for which none is payable according to this act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 1?]] That there be one fit person, and no more, nominated

and appointed b}' this court as a commissioner and receiver of the afore-

said dutys of impost and tunage of shipping, and for the inspection, care

and maiiagement of the said office and whatsoever relates thereunto, to
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receive commission for the same from the governonr or commander-in-

chief for the time being, with authority to substitute and appoint a

deputy receiver in each port, besides that wherein he resides, and to

grant warrants to such deputy receivers for their said place, and to

collect and receive the impost and tunnage of shipping aforesaid, that

shall become chie within such port, and to render the accompts thereof

and pay in the same to the said commissioner and receiver ; which said

commissioner and receiver shall keep fair books of all entrys and dutys

ariseing by virtue of this act, and the same to ly open, at all seasonable

times, to the view and perusal of the treasurer and receiver-general of

this province, with whome he shall accompt for all collections and pay-

ments, and pay in all such moneys as shall be in his hands, as the

treasurer shall demand it. And the said commissioner and receiver and
his deputy and deputys, before their entring upon the execution of the

said office, shall be sworn to deal truly and faithfully therein ; and
shall attend in the office from nine to .twelve of the clock in the forenoon

and from two to five of the clock in the afternoon.

[Sect, 18.] And the said commissioner and receiver for his labour,

care and expences in the said office shall have and receive, out of the

province treasurj', the sum of seventy pounds pr. annum, and his

deputy or deputys to be paid, for their service, such sum and sums as

the said commissioner and receiver with the treasurer shall agree, upon
reasonable terms. And the treasurer is hereby ordered, in passing

and receiving the said commissioner's accompt, accordingly to allow

the payment of such salary or salaries, as aforesaid, to himselfe and
his deputy or deputys.

Provided, that—
[Sect. 19.] This act shall continue in force from the publication

thereof until the twenty-ninth day of June, which will be in the j'ear

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixteen, and no longer.

[^Passed Jidy 23.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT 'GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY AN EXCISE UPON WINES,
LIQUORS AND OTHER STRONG DRINK SOLD BY RETAIL.

We, his majesty's loyall and dutifull subjects, the representatives of
the province of the Massachusetts Baj', in general court assembled,
considering the present debts of the province, and charge for the sup-
port of the government, the necessary defence of his majesty's subjects,

and for drawing in the bills of publick credit i^ued for the service of,

the government, have cheerfully and unanimously given and granted,
and do hereby give and grant unto his most excellent majesty, for the
ends and uses abovementioned, and for no other, an excise upon all

wines, brandy, rum and other spirits, beer, ale, cyder, perry, mead or
mixt drink whatever, sold by retaile in this province, to be levyed,
raised, collected and paid by and upon the several taverners, inholders,

common victuallers, keepers of coffee-houses and retailers, within each
respective county, in manner and proportion following ; that is to say,

For and within the county of Suffolk, six hundred
pounds, £600 Os. Od.

For and within the county of Essex, three hundi'ed
twenty-three pound, . . . . . . 323

For and within the county of Middlesex, one hundred
seventy-five pounds, 175


