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this province is directed and appointed ; any act or law since made to
l^^p-™'^'

^'^^p-

the contrary notwithstanding, which is hereby repealed. 1703-4, chap. 8.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^

[Sect. 2.] That all appeals, reviews, recognizances, informations

warrants, or other process which should have been heard and trj-ed

at the snperiour court of judicature, court of assize and general goal de-

Jivery, at Springfield, for the said county of Hampshire, on the second

Thursday of August last past, but were discontinued by reason of the

courts not being held and kept at the time aforesaid by law prefixed, be
and hereby are revived, continued and adjourned over, and may be
pleaded, heard and proceeded upon at the next superiour court of

judicature, court of assize and general goal delivery within and for

the county of Hampshire aforesaid. And all ijart[y][/(?]s that had day
by any pleas, writ[t]s, bills, actions, suits, plaints, process, pra?cepts,

recognizances, or other thing or things whatsoever, that are in the said

court discontinued, as aforesaid, shall respectively appear at such next
court to be holden in and for said county, under the penalty of forfeit-

ing an}' bonds, obligations or recognizances for the appearance of the

said part[y][«e]s, or any other penalty that might have incurr'd on the

said part [3'J [«(?] s for not appearing at the said court continued, as afore-

said, if the same had been held and kept. \_Passed December 20.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE UNNECESSARY JOURN[E]YING OF THE REP-
RESENTATIVES.

Whereas of late there has been too great neglect in the sheritTs, in

not tak[e]ing due care seasonably to disperse to, and among the several

towns, the proclamations for adjourning, prorogu[e]ing and dissolv[e]-

ing the great and general courts or assembl3's, whereby many of the

members of the said court have been put to unreasonable trouble and
expeuce ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutencmt-Governoxir, Council and Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the secretary shall from henceforth, immediately Represcnta-

after any such prorogation or dissolution of the great and general court ecTnabiy'notific.i

or assembl}', cause a sufficient number of the said proclamations (the "^.^^oa the gen-

same being first printed off) to be safely conveyed and delivered to the joiirned, pro-

sheriff of the county of Suflblk, who, upon recei[p]t thereof, shall
g^f^"'^^^'

°'" ^'^"

forthwith take care that the several towns within his precinct be served
with the same, and shall likewise use the best method he can that the

several sheriffs within this jirovince have, each of them, so many of the

said proclamations as may be needful[l] for their notifying the inhabi-

tants of each tov^n within their several precincts, who are hereby alike

enjoyncd, upon the recei[j:)]t thereof, efiectually to disperse the same to

every of the towns, for the ends aforesaid. And every sheriff shall be
allowed and paid for his trouble and charge in sending out the afore-

said proclamations, out of the county treasury, what shall be adjudged
reasonable b}' the court of general sessions of the peace : the sheriff

of the county of Suflblk to be paid, for transmitting the proclamations
to the other sheriffs within this province, out of the publick treasury.

[Sect. 2.] And every sherifi' neglecting his duty in any of the par- rcnaityon

ticulars before mentioned, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty-five
i,'g\^*ejr"d?uj\*"

pounds, to be recovered by bill, plaint or information in any of his
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majesty's courts of record, the one-half [e] to be for and towards the
support of the government, and the other half [e] to him or them that
shall inform and sue for the same.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of
three years, and no longer. [Passed December 20.

CHAPTEE 22.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATING OF TOWN AND PROPRIETARY
MEETINGS.

1692-3, chap. 28.

Moderator to be
chosen by the .

majority of
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sons speaking
without leave
from the mod-
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Whereas, by reason of the disorderly carriage of some persons in

said meetings, the affair and business thereof is very much retarded
and obstructed ; for preventing whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutena^it-Govcrnoiir, Council and Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That at every such meeting a moderator shall be first

chosen by a majority of votes, who shall be thereby impow[e3red
to manage and regulate the business of that meeting. And when
it shall so happen that any matter remains doubtful[l] after a ^'ote, the

moderator is hereby directed and required that the same be decided by
the poll, if seven or more desire it, presently after the vote is called in

question : in proprietary meetings the said polls to be numbred accord-

ing to their interest.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect, 2.] That no person presume to speak before leave first ob-

tained from the moderator, nor when any other is orderly speaking,

and that all persons be silent at the desire of the moderator, under the

penalty and forfeiture of five shillings for every breach of such order.

And if any person being, by the moderator, notif[i'][3^]ed of such
ofi'ence, shall still persist in the same, that then the moderator shall

order such person to withdraw from said meeting, and such offender,

upon his refusal thereof, shall forfeit and paj^ the sum of twenty shil-

lings ; the respective forfeitures to be recovered by the town treasurer

of such town wherein any of the aforesaid offences shall be committed,
before any one or more of his majesty's justices of the peace for the

county wherein such town l[*][y]es, to be disposed of, the one half[e]

for the use of the poor of said town, the other half [e] to the said town
treasurer.

A)id be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That when and so often as ten or more of the freehold-

ers of any town shall siguif [ie][y] under their hands to the selectmen

their desire to have any matter or thing inserted into a Avarrant for

calling a town meeting, the selectmen are hereliy required to insert the

same in the next warrant they shall issue for the calling a town meeting
;

and that no matter or thing whatsoever shall be voted or determined
but what is inserted in the warrant for calling said meeting.

Provided,
[Sect 4.] That town meetings for choice of representatives be

regulated by the selectmen, as is ordained in the fourth year of King
"William and Queen Mary. \^Passed December 22.


