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majesty's courts of record, the one-half [e] to be for and towards the
support of the government, and the other half [e] to him or them that
shall inform and sue for the same.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of
three years, and no longer. [Passed December 20.

CHAPTEE 22.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATING OF TOWN AND PROPRIETARY
MEETINGS.

1692-3, chap. 28.
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Whereas, by reason of the disorderly carriage of some persons in

said meetings, the affair and business thereof is very much retarded
and obstructed ; for preventing whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutena^it-Govcrnoiir, Council and Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That at every such meeting a moderator shall be first

chosen by a majority of votes, who shall be thereby impow[e3red
to manage and regulate the business of that meeting. And when
it shall so happen that any matter remains doubtful[l] after a ^'ote, the

moderator is hereby directed and required that the same be decided by
the poll, if seven or more desire it, presently after the vote is called in

question : in proprietary meetings the said polls to be numbred accord-

ing to their interest.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect, 2.] That no person presume to speak before leave first ob-

tained from the moderator, nor when any other is orderly speaking,

and that all persons be silent at the desire of the moderator, under the

penalty and forfeiture of five shillings for every breach of such order.

And if any person being, by the moderator, notif[i'][3^]ed of such
ofi'ence, shall still persist in the same, that then the moderator shall

order such person to withdraw from said meeting, and such offender,

upon his refusal thereof, shall forfeit and paj^ the sum of twenty shil-

lings ; the respective forfeitures to be recovered by the town treasurer

of such town wherein any of the aforesaid offences shall be committed,
before any one or more of his majesty's justices of the peace for the

county wherein such town l[*][y]es, to be disposed of, the one half[e]

for the use of the poor of said town, the other half [e] to the said town
treasurer.

A)id be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That when and so often as ten or more of the freehold-

ers of any town shall siguif [ie][y] under their hands to the selectmen

their desire to have any matter or thing inserted into a Avarrant for

calling a town meeting, the selectmen are hereliy required to insert the

same in the next warrant they shall issue for the calling a town meeting
;

and that no matter or thing whatsoever shall be voted or determined
but what is inserted in the warrant for calling said meeting.

Provided,
[Sect 4.] That town meetings for choice of representatives be

regulated by the selectmen, as is ordained in the fourth year of King
"William and Queen Mary. \^Passed December 22.


