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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Sixth day of February, A.D. 17 17-18.

CHAPTER 12.

8, chap. 21.

No deer to be
killed until

August, 1721.

Penalty.

OflBcers, jus-
tices, &c., to
Bee that this
act he duly
observed.

Persons unable
to pay the pen-
alty to satisfy

by work.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE ACT INTITULED " AN ACT FOR THE BET-
TER PRESERVATION AND INCREASE OF DEER," MADE AND PASSED
BY THE GREAT AND GENERAL COURT OR ASSEMBLY, AT THEIR SES-
SION HELD AT BOSTON, THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1698, IN
THE TENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HIS LATE MAJESTY, KING WILL-
IAM THE THIRD.

"Whereas the depth of snow in some late winters hath been so great

as hath occasioned the destruction of a great part of the deer in this

province ; to the intent that the said creature (which is both harmless
and profitable) maj^ be preserved and increased,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governoio', Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assemhled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That no person or persons whatsoever within this prov-
ince, from and after the publication of this act, until the first day of

August, which will be in the j^ear of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred twenty-one, shall, by any means, kill any buck, doe or fawn, on pain
that such person or persons so offending shall forfeit the sum of ten

pounds for every buck, doe or fawn so killed ; one moiety to his majesty,

the other half to the informer that shall sue for and recover the same

:

provided, that no offender shall be admitted to be an informer ; the said

penalty to be recovered and the proof of the offence to be made in like

manner as the penalty and ofl^ence mentioned in the said act.

[Sect. 2.] And if any son under age, or servant, shall be convicted

of a breach of this act, their respective parents or masters shall be lya-

ble to the said penalty.

[Sect. 3,] And all officers, justices of the peace, grand jurors and
constables are hereby required diligently to see that this act be duly

observed ; and every justice of the peace, upon complaint made of any
such offence, shall bind over the offenders to the next court of general ses-

sions of the peace for the same county ; and all grand jurors shall duely

present and inform of all breaches of the said act at the said court.

[Sect. 4.] And in case any person be convicted upon such binding

over and presentment, the whole fine and forfeiture shall be to his maj-

esty for and towards the support of the government ; and if the offender

shall be unable or unwilling to pay the said fine, then that he be con-

strained to work three months for the first, and six months for the

second offence, as shall be directed by the justices before whom the

oflTence shall be heard and determined ; and that the earnings of his

said work be applyed for the uses before mentioned ; and that the said

cflTender stand committed to goal till he is put out to the said work

;

any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. [^Passed

February 13, 1717-18.


