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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Twenty-ninth day of October, A.D. 17 i8.

CHAPTEE 11.

AN ACT FOR THE PREVENTING OF PERSONS UNDER AGE, APPRENTICES
OR SERVANTS, BEING TRANSPORTED OUT OF THE PROVINCE WITPIOUT
THE CONSENT OF THEIR MASTERS, PARENTS OR GUARDIANS.

"Whereas it has been complained of, that persons nnder age, appren- I694.5, chap. 23.

tices and servants, within this province, do oftentimes get on hoard the

outward bound vessels, and are there entertained by the masters or

mariners, and actually transported to some parts beyond the seas, not

only to the great loss and injury of their respective masters, &c., but

also to the damage of the province,

—

Be it therefore enacted hy His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the

same,
That ever}'^ master of any outward bound ship or vessel that shall Masters of ships

hereafter carry or transport out of this province any person under age, ","y
fe°crvaiits*or

or bought or hired servant or apprentice, to any parts beyond the seas, «o"s uudcr age.

without the consent of such, master, parent or guardian, signified in

writing, shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds ; the one-half to and for Penalty, fifty

the use of the province, the other half to and for the use of him that ^""" "'

shall inform or sue for the same ; and be further liable to an action in

the law, at the suit of the parent, master or owner of such transported

person, for any damages sustained by him or them. \_Passed Novem-
ber 15 y published December 6.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT FOR THE EASE OF PRISONERS FOR DEBT.

Forasmuch as, in diverse counties within this province, the prisons See 1705 6,

are so small that, when there are any number of prisoners, there are "^ *^"

not rooms or apartments sufficient for the receiving and securing of

them, without lodging felons and other criminals and prisoners for debt

together in one and the same room, which ought not to bo,

—

Be it therefore declared and enacted by His Excellency the Governo^ir,

Council and Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That in the several counties within this province the Prisons to have

prisons that are or shall be erected within the said counties, shall be prisoner" fo?'"

made so large as that there may and shall be sufficient and convenient debt.

apartments for the receiving and lodging prisoners for debt separate

and distinct from felons and other criminals.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That any person imprisoned for debt, either upon mean
process or execution, shall be permitted and allowed to have a cham-

ber and lodging in any of the housing or apartments belonging to such

prison, and liberty of the } ard within the same in the daj'-time, but

not to pass without the limits of the prison, upon reasonable payment
to be made for chamber-room, not exceeding one shilling and sixpence

per week, such prisoner giving bond to the sheriff [e] with two sufficient

sureties, being freeholders, bound jointly and severally in double the

sum for which he is imprisoned, with condition under-written in form

following ; viz.,

—

That if the above-bounden A. B., now pi-isoner in his majest[t/'] [ie]s prison

in B., within the county of S., at the suit of C. D., do and shall from henceforth

be and continue a true prisoner iu the custody, guard and safe keeping of

J. S., keejier of the same prison, and in tlie custod}'^, guard and safe keeping
of his deputy, oflScers and servants, or some or one of them within the limits

of the said prison, until he shall be lawfully discharged, without committing
any manner of escape or escapes during the lime of his restraint ; then this

present obligation to be void, or else to abide in full force and vertue.

[Sect. 3.] And in case of an escape, the whole penalty of such bond,
without chancery, shall be to and for the use of the creditor, and shall

be transferred and assigned over to the creditor, by the sheritf, with full

power to enable him to put the same in suit, and recover the sum therein

expressed ; and the sheriff delivering up such bond to the creditor so
assigned, as aforesaid, shall not be liable to any action of escape for any
prisoner enlarged upon security given iu manner as aforesaid.

Provided alwa\^y^[ie^s,

[Sect. 4.] That the sureties be approved as sufficient by the jus-

tices of that court before whom the cause upon such commitment is to

be tryed, or from whence execution issued, or an}^ two of them, or by
two justices of the county, quorum unus, where the debtor is imprisoned,
and no other sureties to be accepted ; and,

—

[Sect. 5.] That this act shall continue and be in force until the
expiration of three 3'ears from the publication hereof, and no longer.

\_Passed November 19
;
published December 6.

CHAPTER 16.

1692.3, chap. 49.

Itnm and molas-
ses casks to be
gauged mathe-
matically.

AN ACT FOR PREVENTING DECEIT IN THE GAGE OF CASK.

Whereas his majesty's good subjects within this province are greatly
prejudiced in the make and measure of their cask, and particularly those
of rhum and molasses ; inasmuch as the hogsheads and cask which ought
to answer the gage by the rod, have been proved, and upon tryal in
their drawing off, there hath been wanting seven or eight gallons, and
sometimes more, in an hogshead, which persons are obliged to pay for
more than they really receive ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That all rhum and molasses, in cask of all sorts, from a
barrel and upwards, that shall be exposed to sale, be mathematically
gaged by Gunter scale, and the quantity said cask can contain, being
full, to be set and marked on one head by the gager, with a marking
iron

; and the said gager shall demand and receive of the owner or own-
ers of such rhum or molasses, sixpence for every cask by him gaged, as
aforesaid, and no more.


