
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston

ON the Thirteenth day of July, A.D. 1720.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT FOR ALTERING THE TIME FOR HOLDING THE SUPERIOUR COURT
;0F JUDICATURE, COURT OF ASSIZE, AND GENERAL GOAL DELIVERY,
WITHIN THE COUNTIES OF ESSEX, HAMPSHIRE AND YORK.

Whereas, the time appointed by law for holding the superiour court 1699-1700, chap.

of judicature, court of assize and general goal delivery for the county '

*

of Essex ; viz., at Salem, on the second Tuesday of November yearly,

for the most part interferes "with the sessions of the general assembl}^,

and the justices of the said superiour court are obliged to make an
adjournm[e?i]t of the said court into the winter season, to the great

hardship both of the court and county ; and tvhereas the time by law 1717.18, chap. 8,

appointed for holding the superiour court of judicature, court of assize ^
^'

and gen[era]l[l] goal delivery, for the county of Hampshire ; viz., at

Springfield, on the next Thursday in September after the week appointed
for holding the superiour court of judicature, &c., at Bristol; which,

considering the great distance between the two counties, and the want
of time, very often, at Bristol, to finish the business of that county, may
prove of great inconvenience, if not remedied ; and tvhereas the time by
law appointed for holding the superiour court of judicature, court of 1699-1700, chap,

assize and gen[erc6]l[l] goal delivery, for the county of York, at ITork, '
*"

yearly, is not to begin until the Thursday ; which, considering the in-

crease of business of that county, and the setting of the superiour court

of judicature, «S:c., at Ipswich, for the county of Essex, on the very next
Tuesdaj- following, is found too far in the week for the beginning of the

court, and of great disservice to his majest[2/][ie]'s government and
people in that part of the province,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour^ Council and
Representatives in Gen[era'\l{y\ Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same,
[Sect. 1 .] That the said superiour court of judicature, court of assize

and gen[era]l[l] goal deliver}^ at Salem, for the county of Essex, shall

be, from henceforward, held at Salem, for the county of Essex, on the

last Tuesday of October yearly.

Be it also enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the said superiour court ofjudicature, court of assize

and gen[era]l[l] goal delivery at Springfield, for the county of Hamp-
shire, shall be, from henceforward, held at Springfield, for the county of
Hampshire, on the fourth Tuesday of September yearly.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the superiour court of judicature, court of assize

and geu[era]l[l] goal delivery at York, for the county of York, shall
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and be, from henceforward, held at York, for the county of York, in the

month of May yearly, on the Wednesday next immediately preceding
the time appointed by law for holding the superiour court of judica-

ture, «fec., at Ipswich, for the county of Essex.
And be it further enacted by the authority afores[_ai']d,

[Sect. 4.] That all appeals, reviews, recognizances, warrants or

other process, already issued, taken or filed, which are to be heard and
tryed at the respective towns of Salem, for the county of Essex ; Spring-

field, for the county of Hampshire ; York, for the county of York

;

according to the respective times or days already appointed by law,

shall not fail or be discontinued, but be obligatory, continued over, held

good and valid, to all intents [^and'] [or] purposes in the law, to and at

the respective times and days set and appointed by this act ; and all

officers, and other persons whatsoever therein concerned, are to conform
themselves accordingly ; any law[s], usage or custom to the contrary

notwithstanding. {^Passed July 19
;
published July 25.

CHAPTEE 2.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE PRICE AND ASSIZE OF BREAD.

1 "96, chap. 9.

Act for the due
assize of bi'ead
repealed.

Assize of bread
to be ascer-
tained.

Sorts of bread
to be all owed.

"Whereas the act made and passed in the eighth j'car of King
William the Third, entituled "Aji Act for the due assize of bread," is

found not efl*ectual for the good ends and purposes therein designed,

and little or no observance has been made thereof, but covetous and
evil-disposed persons have, for their own gain, deceived and oppressed
his maj[es]ty's subjects, more especial^ the poorer sort ; for remedy
whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Represen-
tatives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the said act, entituled "An Act for the due assize

of bread," shall be and is hereby repealed, annulled and made void

;

and that, after the tenth day of September next, the selectmen of each
town within this province, where bread is baked for sale, shall, once
every month, and oftner if they see cause, set, ascertain and appoint,

within their several towns, the assize and weight of all sorts of bread
to be sold, or exposed to sale, by any baker or other person whatso-
ever, having respect to the price the grain, meal or fiower, whereof such
bread shall be made, shall bear in or about the town or place where
such assize shall be set, and making reasonable allowance to the bakers

for their charges, pains and livel[?'][y]hood ; and shall make known
their said regulation of the assize of bread in some open and publick
place or places in their respective towns.

And, that the said assize ma}'- be the more easily ascertained,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That, from and after the said tenth day of September,
no person or persons whatsoever shall make for sale, or sell, or expose
to sale any sort or sorts of bread but such as are hereinafter men-
tioned ; that is to say, white, wheaten and household, and such other
sort or sorts as shall be publickly licensed and allowed by the said
selectmen in their- several and respective towns ; all which several sorts

of bread shall be made in their several and respective degrees, accord-
ing to the goodness of the grain whereof the same are or ought to be
made ; and the assize and weight of the said white, wheaten and house-
hold bread shall be set and ascertained, according to the table hereafter

mentioned ; vizt.,

—


