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and be, from henceforward, held at York, for the county of York, in the

month of May yearly, on the Wednesday next immediately preceding
the time appointed by law for holding the superiour court of judica-

ture, «fec., at Ipswich, for the county of Essex.
And be it further enacted by the authority afores[_ai']d,

[Sect. 4.] That all appeals, reviews, recognizances, warrants or

other process, already issued, taken or filed, which are to be heard and
tryed at the respective towns of Salem, for the county of Essex ; Spring-

field, for the county of Hampshire ; York, for the county of York

;

according to the respective times or days already appointed by law,

shall not fail or be discontinued, but be obligatory, continued over, held

good and valid, to all intents [^and'] [or] purposes in the law, to and at

the respective times and days set and appointed by this act ; and all

officers, and other persons whatsoever therein concerned, are to conform
themselves accordingly ; any law[s], usage or custom to the contrary

notwithstanding. {^Passed July 19
;
published July 25.

CHAPTEE 2.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE PRICE AND ASSIZE OF BREAD.

1 "96, chap. 9.
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"Whereas the act made and passed in the eighth j'car of King
William the Third, entituled "Aji Act for the due assize of bread," is

found not efl*ectual for the good ends and purposes therein designed,

and little or no observance has been made thereof, but covetous and
evil-disposed persons have, for their own gain, deceived and oppressed
his maj[es]ty's subjects, more especial^ the poorer sort ; for remedy
whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Represen-
tatives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the said act, entituled "An Act for the due assize

of bread," shall be and is hereby repealed, annulled and made void

;

and that, after the tenth day of September next, the selectmen of each
town within this province, where bread is baked for sale, shall, once
every month, and oftner if they see cause, set, ascertain and appoint,

within their several towns, the assize and weight of all sorts of bread
to be sold, or exposed to sale, by any baker or other person whatso-
ever, having respect to the price the grain, meal or fiower, whereof such
bread shall be made, shall bear in or about the town or place where
such assize shall be set, and making reasonable allowance to the bakers

for their charges, pains and livel[?'][y]hood ; and shall make known
their said regulation of the assize of bread in some open and publick
place or places in their respective towns.

And, that the said assize ma}'- be the more easily ascertained,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That, from and after the said tenth day of September,
no person or persons whatsoever shall make for sale, or sell, or expose
to sale any sort or sorts of bread but such as are hereinafter men-
tioned ; that is to say, white, wheaten and household, and such other
sort or sorts as shall be publickly licensed and allowed by the said
selectmen in their- several and respective towns ; all which several sorts

of bread shall be made in their several and respective degrees, accord-
ing to the goodness of the grain whereof the same are or ought to be
made ; and the assize and weight of the said white, wheaten and house-
hold bread shall be set and ascertained, according to the table hereafter

mentioned ; vizt.,

—
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—and, to the intent that the good design of this act may be effectually

complyed with,

—

Be it further enacted^

[Sect. 3.] That every common baker, and any person that shall

bake or make for sale, or expose to sale, any sort of loaf-bread or

bisket, that shall be sold b}^ tale, shall from and after the said tenth

day of September, fairly mark or imprint, or cause to be mark'd or im-
printed, such distinct mark as shall be appointed or allowed by the

selectmen, so that their bread may be known and distinguished.

And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4. J That if any baker or bakers, or other person or persons
baking or making bread for sale, or exposing bread to sale, shall not
observe the assize to be ascertained by virtue of this act, or shall bake
or make for sale, or sell or expose to sale, any bread wanting the due
weight, or that shall not "be marked according to the direction of this

act, or shall break such regulations and orders as shall, from time to

time, be made by virtue of this act, he or they so doing, and being
thereof convicted, by confession of the part}^, or by the oath of two or

more credible witnesses, before one or more of his maje^y's justices of
the peace for the county where the said offence is committed, or the

party offending apprehended, shall, for every such offence, forfeit the

sum of twenty shillings, to be levyed by way of distress upon the goods
and chatt[eZ][le]s of every such offender, by warrant from the said

justice or justices ; the said forfeitures to be the one half towards the

support of the poor of the town where such offence shall be committed,
and the other half to the informer.

[>Sect. 5.] And if any baker or seller of bread shall put into any
bread, by him sold or exposed to sale, any mixture of any other grain
than what shall be appointed by the assize, setled in the place where
such bread shall be so sold or exposed to sale, every person so offending

shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of twenty shillings, to be
recovered in the manner and form hereinbefore mentioned, and to be
for the uses aforementioned.

Provided., always,

[Sect. 6.] That no person shall be convicted, in manner aforesaid,

for any of the aforementioned offences, unless the prosecution in order

to such conviction be commenced within five days next after the offence

committed.
Provided also, and be it further enacted,

[Sect. 7.] That if any person so convicted, shall think him- or her-

self aggrieved, he or they shall and maj^ make his or her appeal to the

next quarter sessions of the peace for the county where such conviction

shall be made, at w^hich sessions the same shall be heard and finally

determined ; and if the said person, so appealing, shall not make good
such his or her appeal, or prosecute it with effect, the said court of ses- '

sions shall award such costs as they shall think reasonable to the pros-

ecutor or informer, and commit the offender to the common goal until

he or she shall make payment of the said costs, and also of the penalty

adjudged on the conviction; but in case the appell[aji]t shall make
good his or her appeal, and be discharged of his or her said conviction,

the like reasonable costs shall be awarded for the appell[a?i]t against

such informer or prosecutor.

[Sect. 8.] And if any justice of the peace shall, on any information

made to him of any offences committed against this act, wilfully and
wittingly omit the performance of his duty thereupon in the execution

of this act, he shall forfeit the sum of forty shillings, to be recovered

by action, bill, plaint or information, in any of his majesty's courts of
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record in the count}' where he cloth reside, wherein no essoign, protec-

tion or wager of hiw shall be allowed.

And, that the good design of this act may be the more effectually

accomplished,

—

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 9.] That it shall and may be lawful to and for any of his Offic rstotry

majesty's justices of the peace, or any one of them, within their respec- bl-ead.'^'^

tive count [/e][y]s, and any of the selectmen, or any one of them, in

their respectiA'e towns, or any two of the clerks of the market, at all

times hereafter, in the day-time, to enter into any house, stall, bake-house,

out-house or warehouse, belonging to any baker or seller of bread, there

to search for, view, weigh or try all or any the bread of such person,

or which shall there be found ; and if an}'^ bread shall there be found
wanting, either in the goodness of the stuff whereof the same shall be
made, or in the due working or baking thereof, or shall be deficient in

the due weight, or shall not be truly marked, according to the directions

of this act, or shall be of any other sort than shall be allowed by virtue

of this act, that then, and in every such case, it shall and may be law-

ful to'aud for such justices or justice of the peace, or selectmen or select-

man, or any two clerks of the market, to seize and take the said bread
so found, and cause the same to be forthwith given and distributed to Forfeiture of

the poor of the town where such seizure shall be made. And if any poor.

baker or seller of bread, or other person or persons, shall not permit or

suffer such search or seizure to be made by v[i] [e]rtue of this act, or

shall oppose, hinder or resist the same, he or they, so doing, shall, for

CA'ery such offence, forfeit the sum of three pounds, to be disposed of as

the other fines, and to be had and recovered in the summary manner
and form hereinbefore first mentioned.
Provided, always,

[Sect. 10.] That a proper allowance be made for the drying of
bisket, yet never to exceed two ounces for drying, at the lowest price

of wheat, and so proportionably. [^Passed July 23
;
published July 25.

CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL RATES AND DU-
TIES OF IMPOST AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING.

We, his majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the representatives of
his majesty's province of the INIassachusetts Bay in New England, con-
sidering the necessitj^ of calling in the sum of seventeen thousand pounds,
granted to her late, and his present, majesty by bills emitted at the
several sessions annis 1714 and 1717, to be levied and collected in

this present j'ear, have chearfully and unanimously given and granted,
and do hereby give and grant unto his most excellent majest}-, to the
ends, use and intent afores'', and for no other use, the several duties of
impost upon wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandize that shall be
imported into this province, and tunnage of shipping hereafter mentioned
and expressed, for calling in the sum of twenty-five hundred pounds,
part of the said sum of seventeen thousand pounds abovementioned

;

and pray that it may be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Coun-
cil and Representatives in General Cq,urt assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That after the publication of this act there shall be paid
by the importer of all wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandize
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