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assent of two justices of the peace, to set to work all such persons, mar-

ried or unmarried, able of body, having no means to maintain them,

that live idl}^, and use or exercise no ordinary and daily lawful trade or

business to get their living by.

[Sect. 3.] And no single person, of either sex, under the age of

twenty-one j'cars, shall be suffered to live at their own hand, but luider

some orderly family governm[ew]t ; nor shall any woman of ill-fame,

married or unmarried, be suffered to receive or entertain lodgers in her

house.

[Sect. 4.] And the selectmen or overseers of the poor, constables idle peisons to

and tythingmen, are hereby ordered to see the due observance of this houso'of cm
act, and to complain and inform against any transgressions thereof, to I'ection.

one or more justices of the peace, or [^Ae] court of gen [era] 1[1] sessions

of the peace who are hereby respectively required and impowered, upon
due conviction of the offender or offenders, for living idly or disorderly,

contrary to the true intent of this act, to commit or send such offenders

to the house of correction or workhouse, there to remain and be kept
to labour, until they be discharged by order of such justice or justices,

or the court of gen[era]l[l] sessions of the peace ; unless such person

or persons so complained of shall give reasonable caution or assurance,

to the satisfaction of the justice or court, that they will reform.

Provided.,

[Sect. 5.] This act shall not be construed to extend to hinder any Proviso,

single woman of good repute, from the exercise of any lawful trade or

employm[e»]t for a livelihood ; any law, usage or custom to the con-

trary notwithstanding.

[Sect. 6.] And any two justices committing any person or persons
as aforesaid, are hereby impowered, as they shall find cause, to discharge

them again. [^Passed November 16
;
published December 19.

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT FOE, ALTERING THE FORM OF THE CERTIFICATE OF PAY-
MENT [S] FOR WOLVES, MADE OUT OF ANY TOWN STOCK.

"Whereas, by a law made in the seventh jear of the reign of [her i693, chap. 6,

late majesty Queen Ann*] \_King William the Third'], provision is igm's, chap. 26.

made for [f/ie] reimbursing such sums of money as were paid out of i^i°-i6> chap.

any town stocks for wolves killed in [ajicZ] [or] near such town, by it'it-is, chap,

discounting the same with the constable of such town, out of the pub- ni9.2o, chap. 2.

lick assessm[eH]t committed to him to collect ; but inasmuch as it is

found by experience that the^sums paid out of the stocks of some towns
do exceed the sums set upon such towns, as their proportion of the

publick tax, and no method prescribed by law for drawing the surplus-

age out of the treasury-,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Pejrresentatives in (Tew[era]?[l] Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same,
That the province treasurer be', and hereby is, directed and ordered Province treas.

for the future, to pay unto the treasurer of each town respectively, such whoie°6um for'

sum or sums as shall by such town be advanced, agi'eeably to law, for killing wolves.

wolves killed in or near such towns ; and that all certificates of such
payments to be returned to the treasurer, shall be in the form follow-

ing ; that is to say,

—

* Sic in the original engrossment, and altered, as above, in the printed act; hoth, how-
ever, are wrong, for the provision referred to is made by 1693, chap. 6, ^ 2 (5 W. & M.).
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Form of cer- " Mr. Treasurer

:

tificate,
-pi^jg jjjj^y certify that there hath been paid unto sundry persons out of the

town stock of for grown wolves, and wolves' whelps, killed

in and near unto our town, and within this province, since the day of

last past, and the heads thereof brought unto our constable or constables,

and the ears cut[t] off in the in-esence of some of ourselves, as the law directs,

(and so certified unto us) in the whole, the sum of pounds, w[/it]ch sum
we desire you to allow to our town, by paying the same unto our town
treasurer. Dated in aforesaid, the day of amio Domini 17

> Selectmen.

Town 2Veas[Mrc]r."

\_Passed November 18
;
^published December 19.

CHAPTEE 9.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATING OF SWINE.

1693.4, chap. 7, Whereas It is fouiid that the provision by law made for the regula-

1713-14, chap, tloii of swine going at large, hath proved insufficient for preventing

1716.17, chap. 9.
gi'^^t damages being done in cornfields, meadows, pastures, &c., and
that the additional act for the better regulation of swine going at large,

is near expiring,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Represen-

tatives in General Court assembled., and by the authority of the same,
No swine to go [Sect. 1.] That from and after the fifteenth day of March next, no

^'^^^'
swine shall be suflered to go at large, or be out of the inclosure of the

owner thereof, under the penalty of three shillings for each swine, for

the first offence, and six shillings for the second offence, together with

costs of prosecution, to be forfeited and paid by the owner of such

swine found going at large, as aforesaid ; which fine or forfeiture, to-

gether with the charge of prosecution, may be recovered by the proper

hogreeves, or any other person, by bill, plaint or information, before

any one of his majestie's justices of the peace in such county where
such forfeiture shall arise, or by impounding such swine and proceeding

with them as the law hath directed in case of impounding.

And ivhereas it may so happen that the owner of such swine as go
at large may not be known,

—

uiTgc*to b'^fm* [Sect. 2.] In such case, the party that finds any swine going at

pounded. large, shall have power to impound them ; and if no owner appear

within forty-eight hours, or appearing, do neglect or refuse to pay the

forfeiture, together with the charges, that then the party impounding
them shall cause them to be cried or posted up in the town where they

[were] [ore] impounded, and in the two towns next adjoining ; and
shall likewise cause the marks of the swine to be entered with the town
clerk, and shall relieve such swine during the time they are in pound.

No owner_ap. [Sect. 3.] And if uo owucr appear and pay the said penalty and
Bw'inetobeeoid. charges withiu ten days after such impounding, then such swine shall

be sold, at an outcry, to the highest bidder, by two suitable persons to

be appointed and sworn to the faithful discharge of their trust by
the next justice of the peace, or town, clerk, where no justice dwells ;

which sellers shall give publick notice of the time and place of such

sale twenty-four hours beforehand ; and out of the proceeds of such

sale shall pay unto the party the said forfeiture and costs, as by bill

allowed by said justice or town clerk ; and the surplusage thereof

lie shall deliver to the treasurer of such town to be kept for the


