
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston

ON THE Twenty-ninth day of May, A.D. 1733.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF CREDITORS, AND GRANTING A FURTHER
TIME FOR ADJUSTING THEIR ACCOMPTS WITH, AND RECOVERING
THEIR DUES FROM, THEIR SEVERAL DEBTORS.

Whereas, in and by an act made in the fourth year of his present Preamble.

Majest[.v][ie]'s reign, entituled " An Act for the regulation and limiting 1718.19, chap,

credit in trade," it is, among other things, enacted '•' That from and ^*^' ^
^'

after the publication thereof, no action should be brought or founded on
au}^ book or accompt whatsoever, for debts thereafter to be contracted by
merchants, shopkeepers, traders, handycraftsmen and others that deal

on credit after the expiration of two years from the contracting thereof,

unless the same should be adjusted, setlod and signed by the debtor,

reduced to some specialty, or tli-it aclion be brought and prosecuted for

the same "
; and whereas, in Boston and other towns in the province, by

reason of the small-pox and other unavoidable hindrances, persons could

not settle and adjust their accompts, and pay their debts within the time

limited in the said act, Avhicli hath been found too short, so that many
creditors ma}^ loose their debts, without redress from this court,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieuteitant-Governoiir, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,
That all creditors, as well as merchants, shopkeepers, traders, handy- Further time

craftsmen, as others, shall be, and hereby are, allowed the further time creditors to
rccove
debts.

of three years, from and after the publication of this act, to adjust and recover their

settle their accompts, and reduce their debts, contracted since the pub-

lication of the aforesaid act, to some note, bill or specialty ; and that it

shall and may be lawful[l] for them to sue for and recover their re-

spective debts of any person or persons that shall delay or refuse either

to accompt for or pay their debts ; an3-thing contained in the aforemen-

tioned act to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. [^Passed June
24

;
published June 30.

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITULED " AN ACT DI-
RECTING THE ADMISSION OF TOWN INHABITANTS," MADE AND
PASS[i?]D IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF KING WIL-
LIAM THE THIRD.

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Representa-
tives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[.Sect. 1.] That the inhabitants of the several towns within this itoo.i, chap. 23.

province, who shall receive, admit and entertain any person or persons be*'entertahied
^
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in a town above not being inhabitants of such town, either as inmates, boarders, ten-

•whhout giving ants, or under any other qualifications, for more than the space of forty

eeie'^un°n'&
days, aud shall not, in writing under their hands, give an account to one

' " or more of the selectmen or town clerk of such town, of all such per-

sons so received, admitted and entertained by them, with the time they

first received them, and the place from whence they last came, together

with their circumstances, as far as they can, shall, for every such neglect,

forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds, to be recovered by bill, plaint

or information in any of his majest[y] [ie]'s courts of record within this

province, the one half of said fine to be employed to and for the use of

the poor of the town where such offence shall be, the other half to him
or them that shall inform and sue for the same ; or they shall be liable

to answer all charges which may arise on the said town, by the receiving

and entertaining such person or persons as aforesaid, to be recovered by
the town treasurer, who is hereby impowered to bring an action accord-

ingly.

Provided, nevertheless,

[Sect. 2.] This act shall not be understood of an}'^ inhabitants of

such town or towns, who, in the time of the sitting of the general

court, shall entertain any of the members thereof, their servants or

necessary attendants.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three j-ears from the publication thereof, and no longer. \_Passed June
24

;
published June 30.

Proviso.

Limitation.

CHAPTEE 3.

AN ACT FOR LIMITING AND REGULATING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
JUDGES OF PROBATE AND FOR GRANTING LETTERS OF ADMINISTRA-
TION, IN THE RESPECTIVE COUNTIES OF THE PROVINCE, IN THEIR
GRANTING ADMINISTRATION ON SUCH ESTATES AS HAVE NOT BEEN
FULLY ADMINISTER[i?]D ON ALREADY, COMMONLY CALLED ADMIN-
ISTRATIONS DE BONIS NOX.

Preamble.
1719-20, chap. 10,

7 Allen, 428.

No administra-
tions de bonis
non to be grant-
ed but where
there are bona
notabilia, or
debts unsatis-
fied.

Rights of com.
monages to go
to the heirs.

Whereas, of late years, it hath frequently happen[e]d that the judges
of probate in some of the counties of the province have gi-anted letters

of administration de bonis non, on the estates of persons deceased, even
many years after the will of such person has been fully executed, or

administrations on intestate estates made up and finished, under a pre-

tence that such deceased person died seized of some right of commons
in lands, or other real estate, whereby such administrators have given
great disturbance to the respective towns or proprietors that own such
lands, when at the same time it is not so much as pretended that there

is any personal estate of the deceased left unadminister[e]d upon, or any
debts remaining unpaid ; for prevention whereof.

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and b;j the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That for the future, no administration de bonis non shall

be granted on the estate of any person deceased, unless oath be first

made that there are bo7ia notabilia, or a personal estate, of five pounds'
value, unadmiuister'd on, or there appear to be debts of the like or
greater value not satisfied.

And be it further enacted by the axdhority aforesaid,
[Sect. 2.] That in all such cases where it is alledged, or may be

supposed that the deceased died seized of some rights of lands or com-
monages, the same being a real estate, administration shall not be
granted thereon ; but, as the same descends and belongs to the heu-s of


