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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Third day of November, A.D. 1725.

CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITULED AN ACT ENABLING SHER-
IFFS AND CONSTABLES TO REQUIRE AID, &c., MADE IN THE TENTH
YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE LATE KING WILLIAM.

Whereas, notwithstanding the provision made in the said act, some Preamble,

question has arisen upon the power of constables, wliether they have >
<= ^p-

any authority to convey any persons, by them apprehended in pursu-

ance of any lawful warrants or writ[t]s to them directed, any further

than through their own towns and precincts,

—

Be it declared and enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

That the constable or constables of the several towns within this prov- Constables' au-

ince have full power and authority, in the execution of the several war- execution 0/
rants or writ[t]s to them directed by lawful authority, to convey as well
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any prisoner or prisoners, as things, that they may take into their cus-

tody, either to the justice issuing such warrant or writ[t] or the com-
mon goal of the county where such constable is an inhabitant, according
as in the writ[t] or warrant may be directed. [^Passed December 16,

1725
;
published January 3, 1725-26.

CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT TO IMPOWER THE SHERIFFS, CONSTABLES AND OTHER OFFI-
CERS OF JUSTICE IN THE NEIGHBOURING PROVINCES AND COLO-
N[Y][7£]S AS WELL TO PASS AND REPASS, AS TO CONVEY SUCH PER-
SONS OR THINGS AS MAY BE IN THEIR CUSTODY, ON THE SERVICE OF
ANY WRIT[T], WARRANT OR OTHER PROCESS, BY AND THROUGH ANY
OF THE ROADS OR PUBLICK WAYS LYING IN OR LEADING THROUGH
ANY OF THE TOWNS OR LANDS OF THIS PROVINCE.

Whereas man}^ of the towns of this province and the neighbouring Preamble,

provinces or colonies of New Hampshire, Connecticut and Rho[a]d[e]
Island, and the publick roads leading to and from one another, are so
intermixed that the officers of justice of the respective provinces and
colonies, in the execution of writft]s, warrants and other processes, are
oftentimes obliged (the roads or direct way so leading) to pass, and
even to convey prisoners, through towns or lands not belonging to, or
under the jurisdiction of, the province or colony unto which the sheriff,

undersheriff, constables or other officers of justice executing such
writ[t], warrant or other process belongs, and where the writ[t]s or
warrants are returnable, but to the neighbouring colony or province

;
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whereupon some dispute, difficulty or inconvenience might arise, as

well to the prejudice of the publick good as to the damage of private

persons ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieuteriant-Governour, Council and Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the sheriff's, undersheriffs, constables or other offi-

cers of justice of the neighbouring provinces or colon [?'e][y]s, with

their assistants, in the execution of any writ[t]s, warrants or other

process, issuing from and returnable to their respective provinces or

colonies, ma}- and shall have full liberty, power and authority to pass

and repass, and also to convey such persons or things as they have in

their custody b}' v[/][e]rtue of any Writ[t] or warrant as aforesaid, in

or by any of the roads or ways lying in or leading through any of the

towns or lands of this province, in as full and ample manner as the officers

af justice of this province do use and exercise in the discharge of their

duty and office.

[Sect. 2.] And all persons insulting or obstructing such officers of

justice of the neighbouring colonies or provinces, in the due execution

of their office, as thej^ are passing through any of the roads or lands of

this province, shall be subject to the same pains and penalties as is pro-

vided for the protection of the proper office rs of justice within this prov-

ince. \_Fassed December 7, 1725
;
jmblished January 3, 1725-26.

CHAPTEE 5.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE SEVERAL ACTS FOR THE MORE SAFE
KEEPING THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS AND CONVEYANCES OF LANDS.

1715-16, chap. 5.

1720-21, chap.
12.
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Whereas in an act made and pass'd in the first jeav of his present

majest[?/[ie]'s reign, entituled "An Act for the more safe keeping the

registry of deeds and conveyances of lands," which act was temporary,

but made perpetual by another act made in the seventh j^ear of his maj-

est[2/][ie]'s reign, entituled "An Act in addition to an act entituled

'An Act for the more safe keeping the registry of deeds and convej'-

ances of lands,'" it is, among other things, enacted "that, in case of

non-acceptance, death or removal of any person elected to be register

of deeds in any of the count [?'(?] [y]s of this province, two or more of

his majest[?/]iie]'s justices within such county, quorum unus, be im-

powered to grant out their warrants, directed to the selectmen of the

several towns within such county, ordering them forthwith to convene
the freeholders of the respective towns and proceed to the choice of

some other meet person, the said Azotes to be l)rought in as in the elec-

tion of county treasurer," which is to be the next court of general ses-

sion of the peace ; by which method a vacancy may happen in the

said office for some months, to the great damage and risque as well of

particular persons as of the county in general; for remed}' of which
inconvenience,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That when any two or more of his majest[?/][io]'s jus-

tices of the peace, quoruno unus, within any of the respective coun-

t[/f'][y]s of this province, living in or near the shire town, shall, in

case (jf the non-acceptance, death or removal of any person elected

register of deeds for such count}-, grant out their warrants, directed

to the selectmen of the several towns within such count}-, ordering them
forthwith to convene the freeholders of their respective towns and pro-


