
362 Province Laws.—1725-26. [Chap. 7.]

CHAPTEE 7.

AN ACT FOR ENCOXJRAGING THE RAISING OF HEMP WITHIN THIS PROV-
INCE.

Premium for
hemp.
1715-16, cbap.
19.

1718-19, chap. 5.

Quality of
hemp.

Surveyors to he
appointed and
sworn.

1701-2, chap. 13.

Extraordinary
premium for
224 pounda
weight.

Surveyor to
certify that the
oath is tal^en.

Continuance of
this act.

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant- Goveryiour, Council and Representor

tives in General Court assembled, and by the axithority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the first day of May next, there

shall be paid out of the publick treasury, the sum of eighteen shillings

and eightpence, for every hundred-and-twelve pounds of water-rotted,

well cured and clean dress'd hemp, of the growth of this province,

that is brought to the surveyo[u]r or surveyo[u]rs within any county

;

and so in proportion for a less quantit}', not less than fiftj'-six pounds

weight ; the quantity and quality of hemp to be certified to the treas-

urer, under the hands of such skilful surveyo[u]r or surveyo[u]rs as

the governour or commander-in-chief, with the advice and consent

of the council, shall from time to time nominate and appoint, who
shall be paid by the vender one shilling for every hundred-and-twelve

pounds the}'^ shall survey ; and so in proportion for a greater or lesser

quantity.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That no hemp shall be accounted merchantable within

the intent of this act, but such as shall be bright, well cured and water-

rotted, of three feet, at least, in length, and cleansed fit for use, and so

certified under the hand of one or more surveyo[u]r or surveyo[u]rs,

to be appointed as aforesaid ; and such surve3-o[u]rs shall have an oath

administered unto them by the governour, or such person or persons as

the governour, with the advice and consent of the council, shall appoint^

of the teno[u]r as is provided in an act made and pass'd the thirteenth

3"ear of the reign of King "William, entituled "An Act to encourage the

sowing and well-manufacturing of hemp within this province." And
no person shall be entituled to any praemium for hemp till he hath

made oath, before the treasurer of the province, or surve3'o[u]r to be

appointed as aforesaid (who are hereby impowered to administer the

same), that the said hemp is, bona fide, the produce and growth of this

province, and that he nor any other person hath received the prsemium
for the same, or any part thereof.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That if any one person shall bring to the market the

quantity of two hundred twent^'-four pounds weight of hemp, and shall

make oath before the treasurer that the whole of such quantity was
raised by him within one j^ear, and that he, nor any person else, hath

received the prjemium for any part thereof, he shall be allowed four shil-

lings and eightpence per hundred, over and above what is before

allowed by this act.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That when any surve3^o[u]r, appointed as aforesaid, shall

view or survey any hemp in any town (except Boston), when he certi-

fies to the treasurer the quantity and quality of the hemp, he shall also

certify that the owner hath taken the oath appointed by this act to be

taken by the person claiming the bounty allowed in this act.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed December
21, 1725

;
published January 23, 1725-26.


