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CHAPTEE 13.

AN ACT FOR DIVIDING TAUNTON NORTH PURCHASE, SO CALLED, IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF NORTON, AND ERECTING A NEW TOWN IN THE
EASTERLY HALF THEREOF, BY THE NAME OF EASTON.

Preamble.

A new town in
Taunton North
Purchase,
called Easton.

A schoolmaster
to be procured
and maintained.

Whereas, in the j'ear 1710,* when the township of Norton was
granted by the general assembly of this province, provision was made
that the inhabitants in the east end of the said North Purchase should

have one-half of the said purchase when they were able to maintain a

minister, and this court judge them so ; and the said east half of the

saidNorth Purchase is now competently filled with inhabitants, who have
already built a house for the publick worship of God, and provided an
able and orthodox minister ; and have, thereupon, addressed this court

that they may be setoff a distinct and separate town, to be vested with

all the powers and privileges of the other towns of this province,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That the easterly mo[t][y]ety or half part of the tract

of land commonly called and known by the name of Taunton North
Purchase, bounded, westerly, on the township of Norton (w[/ii]ch con-

tains the westerly half part of the said North Purchase) ; southerly,

upon the town of Taunton ; northerly, on the town of Dorchester ; and
easterly, on the town of Bridgewater ; be and hereby is set[t] off and
constituted a separate township, by the name of Easton ; and that the

inhabitants of the said lands, as before described and bounded, be and
hereby are vested with the powers, privileges and immunities that the

inhabitants of any of the towns of this province by law are, or ought
to be, vested with.

[Sect. 2.] And that the inhabitants of the said town of Easton do,

within six months from the publication of this act, procure and main-
tain a schoolmaster to instruct their youth in writing and reading ; and
that thereupon they be discharged from any payments for the mainten-
ance of the school in Norton. {^Passed December 21, 1725

;
published

January 3, 1725-26.

CHAPTEE 14.

AN ACT FOR DIVIDING THE TOWN OF CHARLESTO^A'N, AND ERECTING
A NEW TOWN THERE BY THE NAME OF STONEHAM.

Preamble. Whereas the northerly part of the town of Charlestown, within the

county of Middlesex, is competently filled with inhabitants, who labour

under great difficult[te][y]s hj their remoteness from the place of pub-

lick worship, &c., and have thereupon made their application to the

said town of Charlestown, and have likewise addressed this court, that

they may be set off a distinct and separate town, and be vested with
all the powers and privile[d]ges of a town ; and the inhabitants of

Charlestown, by their agents, having consented to their being set off

according!}' ; and a committee of this court having viewed the northerly

part of the said town of Charlestown, and reported in favour of the

petitioners,—

:

* Sic; 1711.


