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will alwa[?/] [ie]s have a regard to the particular directions of the act for the

better regulating the curing and culling offish. So help me God.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 9.] That if any person or persons whatsoever shall presume No person to

to cull merchantable fish for shipping off for a for[r]eign market, who being sworn,

is not a sworn culler, as by this act is appointed, shall forfeit and pay o» penalty.

the sum of five pounds for every parcel of fish he shall so cull ; the one

half to the poor of the place where the offence shall be committed, and
the other half to the sworn culler or cullers of the said town or place,

or any other person or persons who shall inform and sue for the same.

And be it further enacted by the cmthority aforesaid,

[Sect. 10.] That the culler of fish shall receive for his service one Rate for cuii-

pen[7i]y for each quintal of fish that shall be culled by him, one half
^"^"

thereof to be paid by the buyer, and the other half by the seller ; and Penalty in case

in case any sworn culler shall directly or indirectly receive any bribe or ° " ^^^'

gratuity from \_any'^ [either] party, or any other person or persons, such

sworn culler, being convicted thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of

twenty pounds.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 11.] That it shall be lawful for any sworn culler to go on Penalty for

any place where fish is cured to cull it ; and if any owner or curer swo'm cifiiers.

of fish shall refuse to let any lawful culler go [to] [on] his rock or place

of curing fish, to cull it, if desired hj the purchaser or shipper of said

fish, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds for every parcel of

fish that he shall refuse to suffer to be culled by such indifferent culler
;

and he shall not be allowed to confine the culling of his fish to any
particular culler that he himself shall chuse.

And be it further enacted by the authority ctfores^cWjcl,

[Sect. 12.] That no merchant or master, or other person, shall ship Oath to be

any other [than'] codfish on board any ship or vessel that loads mer- diLg andrefuse

chantable fish than what is merchantable, unless the said master make codfish shipped,

oath before the impost officer, at his clearing with him, of what quanti-

ties of middling or refuse codfish he hath taken or ship'd on board said

vessel for himself or any other person ; and the impost officer is hereby
ordered not to clear any ship or vessel laden with fish until the master •

has made oath as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 13.] That all forfeitures and penalties arising by force and Disposition of

vertue of this act (not otherwise disposed of therein) shall be one half

to the poor of the place where the offence shall be committed, and the

other half to the informer, or to him or them that shall sue for the same
in any of his majest[?/][ie]'s courts of record within this province ; any
law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

[Sect. 14.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five LimitaUon.

j'ears from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed June 23
;
pM&-

lishedjune 27.

CHAPTEE 2.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATING OF SWINE.

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Represent-
{o.ti]ves in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, »

[Sect. 1.] Thf^t from and after the first day of July next, no swine No swine to go

shall be suffered to go at large, or be out of the inclosure of the owner °'*' '"'"®*'

thereof, under the penalty of one shilling, for each swine, for the first
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1720-21, chap, 9.
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offence, and two shillings for the second offence, together with costs- of

prosecution, to be forfeited and paid by the owner of such swine found

going at large, as aforesaid ; which fine or forfeiture, together with the

charge of i:)rosecution, may be recovered b}' the proper hogreves, or

any other person, by bill, plaint or information, before an}^ one of his

majest[?/][ie]'s justices of the peace in such county where such forfeit-

ure shall arise, or by impounding such swine and proceeding with them
as the law hath directed in case of impounding.
And u-Jtereas it may so happen that the owner of such swine as go at

large may liot be known,

—

[Sect. 2.] In such case the part^^ that finds any swine going at

large shall have power to impound them ; and if no owner appear
within fort^'-eight hours, or appearing, do neglect or refuse to pay the

forfeiture, together with the charges, that then the party impounding
them shall cause them to be ciyed or posted up in the town where
they are impounded, and in the two towns next adjoining ; and shall

likewise cause the marks of the swine to be entered with the town
clerk, and shall relieve such swine during the time they are in pound.

[Sect. 3.] And if no owner appear and pay the s[a/Jd penalty and
charges within ten daj's after such impounding, then such swine shall

be sold at an outciy, to the highest bidder, b}' two suitable persons, to

be appointed and sworn to the faithful discharge of their trust by the

next justice of the peace, or town clerk where no justice dwells ; which
sellers shall give publick notice of the time and place of such sale twenty-

four hours beforehand ; and out of the proceeds of such sale shall pay
unto the party the said forfeiture and costs, as by bill allowed by said

justice or town clerk, and the surplusage thereof he shall deliver to the

treasurer of such town, to be kept for the unknown owner ; and if no
owner do appear within the space of one year, then the town treasurer

shall deliver the one half of the said surplusage to the prosecutor, and
the other half to the overseers of the poor, for the use of the poor of

such town.

Provided, nevertheless,

[Sect. 4.] That it shall be in the power of any town, in a town
meeting for that purpose appointed, by a vote, to give libert}^ for swine
going at large within the bounds of such town ; and in such case it

shall be lawful for any and every person or persons to suffer his or

their swine to go at large ; anything in this act before contained to the

contrary notwithstanding.

Provided, aliva\_y^ [ie]s,

[Sect. 5.] That every person suffering his swine to go at large b}^

vertue of such town vote, shall, before he suffer his swine to go at large

as aforesaid, cause each of them to be well and sufficiently 3'oked, and
ringed in the nose, and constantly kept so ringed and j'oked ; otherwise

he shall be liable to and shall pay the forfeiture and cost, as is b}^ this

act before mentioned and provided : saving that the}' may go unj'oked
from the last day of October to the first day of April.

And, to the intent all persons may know what a sufficient yoking
doth mean,

—

It is hereby declared,

[Sect. 6.] That no yoke shall be accounted sufficient, w[/(i]ch is

not the full depth of the swine's neck, above the neck, and half so much
below the neck ; and the sole or bottom of the yoke three times as long
as the breadth or thickness of the swine's neck.
And, for rendering this act more effectual,

—

Be it further enacted by the aidhority aforesaid,
[Sect. 7.] That every town within this province at their annual

meeting in March to choose town officers, shall choose two or more
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hogreves, but not the same persons more than once in four years, whose
duty it shall be, upon view or complaint made of any offence against

this act, to take care that it be duly observed, and to prosecute the

breakers thereof; who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their

office.

[Sect. 8.] And any of the said hogreves or other person that shall Hogreeveor

prosecute any breach of this act, shall be allowed to be a legal witness. be°a k-gai -wit-

[Sect. 9.] And if any person so chosen to the office of a hogreve, '»'^^^-

shall refuse or shall neglect forthwith to be sworn, as aforesaid, or neg- Penalty for re.

lect his duty in said office, he shall forfeit and pay twenty shillings to [ecrof 'duty!^'

the use of the poor of such town ; and upon his refusal another shall

forthwith be chosen in his room, to be under the like penalty ; and so

till others will accept the said service, w[/ii]ch penalty shall be recov-

ered by a prosecution before one of his majest[?/][ie]'s justices of the

peace in the county where such person dwells.

[Sect. 10.] And if any town shall neglect to choose such officers at

their town meeting in March annually, or, on a refusal, to choose others

until a suitable number accept, they shall forfeit and pay the sum of

twenty pounds for each neglect ; the one half to his majesty for and
towards the support of the government, the other half to him that shall

prosecute for such neglect, in any of his maj[es]ty's courts of record

within this province.

Provided,

[Sect. 11.] That this act shall not extend to any town scituate to Proviso,

the eastward of the town of Wells ; nor continue in force any longer

than five years. [Passed Ju7ie 24
;
published June 27.

CHAPTEK 3.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AND FOR RENDERING MORE EFFECTUAL AN
ACT MADE IN THE TENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF KING WILLIAM THE
THIRD, ENTITULED "AN ACT FOR PREVENTING OF TRESPASSES."

"Whereas, the act or law alread}" made for the preventing trespasses Preamble,

hath been found ineffectual for that purpose, so that a further provision
i\^23^_24, chap! lo.

is necessary to be made,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That no person or persons do or shall cut, fell, destroy Fines for cut-

X)r carry away any trees, timber, wood or underwood whatsoever, stand- ber, underwood,

ing, lying or growing on the land of any others, or off or from the com-
^c^'^^'^'^"'**

mens of an}' town other than that to which he or they belong, or within
the same town, having no right or privilege there, without leave or

licence from the major part of the propriet}^ of such commons, or the
owner or owners of the land whereon such trees, timber, wood or un-
derwood was standing, lying or growing, on pain that every person so
cutting, felling, destroying or carrying away the same, or that shall be
aiding or assisting therein, shall for every such trespass forfeit and pay
to the party or part[ie][y]s injured or trespassed upon, the sum of
forty shillings for every tree of one foot over ; and for all trees of
greater dimensions, three times the value thereof, besides forty shillings

as aforesaid, and twenty shillings for every tree or pole under the
dimension of one foot diameter, and for other wood or underwood,
treble the value thereof ; which several penalties, forfeitures and dam-
ages shall and may be recovered by action, bill, plaint or information


