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CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED " AN ACT RELATING TO
STRAYS AND LOST GOODS, &c."
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Proviso.

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and JRepre-

sentJ^atQves in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. L] That the fee or allowance to be paid the town clerk, for

entering any lost money, goods or strays, shall be, henceforward, one
shilling over and above the fee allowed him by an act, made in the

tenth year of King William the Third, relating to strays and lost

goods, «S:c. ; and such town clerk shall be obliged, once every two
months, to transmit to the register of deeds, in the county where he
lives, an attested copy, under his hand, of all entr[ie] [j'js that shall be
made with him of any lost money, goods or strays, and shall pay to the

register sixpence for each copy of an entry, to be transmitted to him as

aforesaid ; and the register shall keep a book, wherein he shall record

all entr[fe][y]s transmitted to him by the town clerk, as aforesaid, and
give out cop[fe][3']s of the same, when desired, taking the fee of six-

pence for each copy, and no more ; and for searching his record, two-

pence, and no more. And if any town clerk or register shall demand
and take any greater or other fees than are before mentioned, for the

matters aforesaid, or any of them, and be thereof convicted before any
court of record in the county where the offence shall be committed, he
shall be subject and liable to the same penalt[ie][3']s that are enjoined

by " An Act for regulating fees," made in the fourth j'ear of King Wil-
liam and Queen Mary, chapter eighteen,* for persons transgressing as is

therein mentioned.

And be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That if any town clerk or register shall neglect or fail of

doing their duties, respectively, as by this act is provided and directed

(their respective fees in this act mentioned being tender'd to them) , he
or they shall, for every such neglect, forfeit and pay, as a fine, a sum
not exceeding forty shillings ; one half thereof to the use of the poor
of the town wherein such town clerk or register, respectively, dwells,

and the other half to him or them that shall inform and sue for the

same, before any of his majestie's justices of the peace in the same
county.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That it shall and may be lawful for any person or per-

sons to take up any horse, gelding, mare or other beast, for a stra}", and
account and take care of them as stra3's (the owner thereof being not

known) , from the first day of November to the first day of March
yearly ; and such person shall be allowed his reasonable charge [s]

about the same, altho[ugh] he does not proceed to procure an apprize-

ment thereof, as by law is provided, for the space of two months next
.after the finding and taking up such stray beast : 2Ji'ovided, the finder

and taker up of such stray beast do attend the directions of the law in

all other respects, relating to strays, and do not ride or otherwise im-
prove such stray beast, until the same be apprized in manner as by law
is already directed ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing. [Passed January 24

;
published February 1, 1727-28.

* So numbered in the edition of 1726.


