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Preamble.

1718-19, chap. 18,

Sheriffs of Suf.
folk to transmit
I)rochimation8
to the other
sheriffs.

Sheriffs to dis-

perse the proc-
lamations in
their counties.

Penalty for
neglect of duty.

Term of the
act's continu-
ance.

CHAPTEK 15.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE UNNECESSARY JOURNYING OF THE REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Whereas of late there lias been too great neglect in the sheriffs in

not taking due care seasonably to disperse, to and among the several

towns, the proclamations for adjourning, proroguing and dissolving the

great and general courts or assemblies, whereby many of the members
of the said court have been put to uoi'easonable trouble and expence

;

for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Representa-

tives in General Court assembled, and. by the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the secretary shall, from henceforth, immediately

after any such prorogation or dissolution of the great and general court

or assembl}', cause a sufficient number of the said proclamations (the

same being first printed off) to be safely conve^'ed and delivered to the

sheriff of the county of Suffolk, who, upon receipt thereof, shall forth-

with take care that the several towns within his precinct be served with
the same ; and shall likewise use the best method he can that the sev-

eral sheriffs within this province have, each of them, so many of the

said proclamations as ma}' be needful for the several towns within

their respective counties, who are hereby alilie enjo3-n'd upon receipt

thereof, effectually to disperse the same to every of the towns, for the

ends aforesaid.

[Sect. 2.] And every sheriff shall be allowed and paid for his

trouble and charge in sending out the aforesaid proclamations, out of

the treasuries of the said counties respectivel}^, what shall be adjudged
reasonable by the respective courts of general sessions of the peace

;

the sheriff of the county of Sufiblk to be paid for transmitting the proc-

lamations to the other sheriffs within this province out of the publick

treasury ; and every sheriff neglecting his duty in any of the particulars

aforementioned, shall forfeit and pay tlie sum of ten pounds, to be
recovered by bill, plaint or information in any of his majest^y's courts

of record ; the one half to be for and towards the support of the gov-

ernment, and the other half to him or them that shall inform and sue

for the same.
[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years, and no longer. \^Passed January 12, 1727-28.

CHAPTER 16.

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING A SUPERIOUR COURT OF JUDICATURE,
COURT OF ASSIZE, AND GENERAL GOAL DELIVERY AT BARNSTABLE,
FOR THE COUNT[/£][Y]S OF BARNSTABLE AND DUKES COUNTY.

Preamble.
161)0-1700, chap.

3, §2.
1717-18, chap.
13.

"Whereas the inhabitants of the several towns within the said

count[;'e][y]s of Barnstable and Dukes Count}' have complained of

the great charge which the jurors, witnesses and parties concerned are

at, yearly, in travelling to and attending at his majesty's superiour court

of judicature, court of assize and general goal delivery, appointed by
law to be holden, annuall}', for the count[ie][y]s of Plymouth, Barn-
stable and Dukes County, at the town of Plymouth, on the last Tuesday
of April, which town is near one hundred miles distant from some of

the towns in the said count [/e][3']s of Barnstable and Dukes County

;
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and the representatives of several of the towns within the said two
count[?'(?][y]s, having petitioned this court that there may he a supe-

riour court of judicature, court of assize and general goal delivery held

at Barnstable yearly, for the said count [ie][y]s of Barnstable and
Dukes County only,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1 .] That there shall be and hereby is established a superiour superior court

court of judicature, court of assize and general goal delivery to be held cour^oTassfze
and kept annually at Barnstable aforesaid, for the count[/e][_y]s of &c., to be kept

Barnstable and Dukes County, on the Tuesday in the week immediately
^'ime oTthe''^

preceding the last Tuesday of April j-early, the time by law appointed court's sitting.

for holding the superiour court at Plj'mouth aforesaid. ^ ^**'^'' ^^^'

[Sect. 2.] And the justices of the said superiour court of judica-

ture, court of assize and general goal delivery shall have, hold, use,

enjoy and exercise at Barnstable aforesaid, all and singular the powers
which are by law already given and granted unto them within any
other count [?'e][y]s of the province where a superiour court of judi-

cature and court of assize, &c., is already established.

[Sect. 3.] And that all appeals from the judgment or sentence of Aii process re.

any of the courts of general sessions of the peace or inferiour courts of counties of
^

common pleas within the said count[«e][3']s of Barnstable and Dukes Barnstable and

County, reviews, recognizances, warrants and all other process already to"be^trie(i at^

issued or to be issued, brought or to be brought, taken or filed, which eaid courts.

were to be heard and tried at the next superiour court of judicature,

court of assize and general goal delivery to be holden at Pl3'mouth for

the said count [te][y]s of Barnstable and Dukes Count}', on the last

Tuesda}^ of April next, shall not fail or be discontinued, but be obliga-

tory, continued over, tryed, held good and valid, to all intents and
purposes in the law, to and at the said superiour court of judicature,

court of assize and general goal deliver}', respectively, to be held at

Barnstable for the said count[ie][3']s of Barnstable and Dukes County
as aforementioned.

[Sect. 4.] And, in convenient time before the said court's sitting, the cierk of the

clerk of the said court shall* issue out warrants, directed to the consta- warraiitsfor*

bles of the several towns within the said count[/f][y]s of Barnstable choosing jurors.

and Dukes Count}', requiring such constables to assemble the free-

holders and other inhabitants of their respective towns, qualified as in

his majest[?/][ie]'s royal charter is directed, to elect and chuse so many
good and lawful men within each town or district thereof as the war-

rant shall direct, to serve as jurors at the said court, who shall attend

the first day of the said court's sitting ; and the constables shall summon
the persons so chosen to attend, accordingly, at the time and place

therein appointed, and make timely return of their warrants, according

to the directions thereof, under the same penalties of the law provided

in such cases.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 5.] That, for the future, the superiour court of judicature, Superior court

court of assize and general goal delivery shall be held at Plymouth, for beforUiat

the county of Plymouth only, on the last Tuesday of April annually ;

couJ^ty on'y-

and that the clerk of the s[a?*]d court do not, in making out writs of

venire facias for the choice of petit jurors for the said county of Plym-
outh, oblige them to give their attendance until the second day of the

said court's sitting.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That for the future, the times for holding the court of inferior courts,

general sessions of the peace and inferiour court of common pleas
^ai)ie.*

^^'^'^'
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1723-26, chap. 6. within the county of Barnstable, shall be on the third Tuesday in

March,
[Sect. 7.] And all actions, pleas and suits, both civil and criminal,

shall be heard and tryed at the aboves[at]d courts, as fully and
absolutely as if the times for holding the same had not been alt[e]red.

[Sect. 8.] And all officers and others concerned at the said courts

are to conform themselves accordingly ; any law, usage or custom to

the contrary notwithstanding. \^Passed January 11 ;
published Feb-

ruary 1, 1727-28.

CHAPTEE 17.

AN ACT FOR RAISING AND SETLING A PUBLICK REVENUE, FOR AND
TOWARDS DEFREYING THE NECESSARY CHARGES OF THIS GOVERN-
MENT, BY AN EMISSION OF SIXTY THOUSAND POUNDS IN BILLS OF
CREDIT ON THIS PROVINCE.

Preamble.
1720-21, chap. 14,

1722-23, chap. 3.

£60,000 in bills

of credit to be
issued out to
the towns in

proportion to
their tax.

Towns empow.
ered to let out
the bills.

Trustees to be
chosen by the
towns.

Their qualifica-

tions.

To be on oath.

Proviso.

Whereas the publick bills of credit on this province, which have
for a great length of time happily served this government both in

war[r] and peace, and enabled the inhabitants thereof to pay their

publick dues, are now become very scarce, by reason they are in a
great measure already drawn in ; for the enabling his majestie's sub-

jects, the inhabitants of this province, to pay their publick dues for the

support of this government,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Representa-

tives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the province treasurer be and hereby is ordered

and directed to issue out of the treasury the sum of sixty thousand

pounds in bills of credit on this province, which he hath or soon ma}^

have in his hands, and shall distribute the same to the several towns
within the province according to each town's proportion to one thou-

sand pounds set in the late valuation act, distinct from the additional

sums for the payment of the representatives.

[Sect. 2.] And that the several towns*within this province which
shall receive their respective parts of the said sura of sixty thousand

pounds may, by their trustees chosen for that purpose, let out the same
at interest, on good real estates or personal security, at six pounds per

cent per anmim, as they shall judge most beneficial and advantagious

for them, only they shall not proportion or subdivide it to and among
their inhabitants, neither according to their particular tax or an}' other

way.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That there be five freeholders chosen and appointed in

and by the town of Boston (the major part of them to be a quorum)
of good, clear and real estate worth at least two thousand pounds,

each of them, and three or five freeholders chosen and appointed

trustees in and b}' the several other towns within this province (the

major part of whom to be a quorum) , of good and clear real estates

worth at least five hundred pounds, each of them (except in new or

small towns under sixty families, in which case each trustee shall be
worth two hundred pounds real estate as aforesaid) ; which persons so

chosen shall be sworn[e] as other town officers, to the faithful discharge

of their trust, and shall be allowed out of their town treasuries, respec-

tivel}^ for their pains and trouble in the execution of their office, what
the several towns in their good discretion shall think meet and con-

venient : 2iTovided, always, that none of the commissioners of the hun-


