
[1st Sess.] Pkovince Laws.—1728-29. 499

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTIT[U]LED "AN ACT PROVIDING IN
CASE OF SICKNESS."

Whereas there is now provided at the charge of the province a con- Preamble,

venient house on the island called Spectacle Island, for the reception nosJC^hTp.s.

of such as shall be visited with contagious sickness, to keep them from

infecting of others,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieuten[_a7i']t-Gove7"n[^ou']r, Council

and Ee2wesent[ati']ves in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the keeper of the light, house and the commanding swps infected

officer at Castle William, shall notify and direct the masters of all ves- to'LchoVncar

sels comino; near them, wherein any infectious sickness is or hath lately Spectacle isi-

1 • • • 1 ii 1 J?
and.

been, at their coming in, to come to anchor as near the oeiore-men-

tion[fi]d house as maybe, that the sick persons, and everything else on

board said ship that may give infection, proper to be put in the said

house, may be removed into it with the greater ease and safety.

[Sect. 2.] That if any master or immediate commander of any such Penalty for

vessel for the time being, in disobedience to such orders, or contrary to l^gTp'^abC^e'

this act, come with his vessel or suffer her to be brought up above the the Oastio,

said castle, come himself or suffer any of his people or passengers to from^authority.

come on shoar, or any boats to come on board, or suffer anj' goods to

be taken out of his vessel, without leave first obtain'd from the gov-

ern[o?<]r and council, or until he shall produce to the commandkig officer

at Castle William a certificate, under the hands of two justices and the

selectmen of the town of Boston, that, according to the best of their

judg[e]m[en]t, the said vessel, and company, passengers, goods and
everything on board are clear of infection, he shall for every such offence

forfeit the sum of fifty pounds ; and in case he be not able to pay that

sum, he shall suffer six months' imprisonm[eM]t. And the master of

every such vessel is hereby directed and impowered to put into the infectious goods

said house, or where the said selectmen shall direct, all such goods as, the^ho^puai!"

in the opinion of the said selectmen, may carry an infection in them,

under the penalty aforesaid.

[Sect. 3.] That if an}^ sailors or passengers coming in said vessel, Persons unable

shall, without the knowledge or consent of the master, presume to come {° guffei^l^pds!

on shoar, or up above the said castle, or if any person from town or onment.

countr[e]y presume to go on board such vessel, or go to the aforesaid

house or hospital in time of infection there, without leave from the

authority afores[a?]d, or if any person, put sick into the s[(y/]d house,

shall presume to go oft' the island without leave as afores[a/]d, every

person offending in any of the abovemention'd i)articulars, shall forfeit

the sum of ten pounds ; and in case any person be not able to pay said

sum, he shall sufler two months' imprisonm[eM]t.
[Sect. 4.] All the abovemention'd fines to be sued for and re-

cover'd by the province treasurer for the time being ; one third of the

tines to be to his majesty for the use of this governm[e?^Jt, one third to

the informer, and one third to the province treasurer for the time being.

[Sect. 5.] And when and so often as any ship or other vessel

wherein any infection or infectious sickness hath lately been, shall come
to any port or harbour within this province, the justices and selectmen
of such place be impowered immediately to order the said vessel and
sick persons to the province hospital or house afores[ai]d, there to be
taken care of according to the directions of this act ; and where any
such ship, vessel or persons cannot, without great inconvenience and
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damage, be ordered to the aforesaid house or hospital, in every such
case, the rules and directions of the aforemention'd act already made in

case of sickness are to be observed.

be^taken car'e*of
[Sect. 6.] And all repairs and whatsoever is necessary for the ac-

by the select- commodation of such persons, shall be taken care of and provided for

towii°o/Bo8ton. ^y t^6 selectmen of the town of Boston afores[ai]d, at the immediate
charge of the province : provided^ nevertheless^ that this act is not to be
understood to excuse any persons or towns, who, according to the

[a]foremention[f]d law, are obliged to defray the charge that maybe
occasioned b}' their sickness or confinem[en]t in the said hospital.

Limitation. [Sect. 7.] This act to coutinue in force until the end of the session

of this court which will begin in May, one thous[aM]d seven hundred
and thirty-eight, and no longer. [Passed June 19

;
lyuhlished Jwie 24.
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AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE KILLING OF WILDCAT[T]S.

Whereas there hath been of late in several places within this prov-

ince great mischiefs and damages done by certain beasts of pre}^, called

wildcat[t]s, killing and devouring sheep, lambs and other useful and
profitable creatures,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and Representatives

in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, when any
person or persons shall kill any wildcat[t] within this province, and

bring the body thereof unto the constable of the town in which such

wildcat shall be killed, or to the constable of the town next adjacent

unto the place where such Avildcat was killed if it be without the bounds

of any township, the constable, in the presence of one or more of the

selectmen, shall cut both the ears off the head, and such selectman or

selectmen and constable shall give the party a receipt for the s[ai"]d

wildcat [t], expressing wh[e][i]ther it be in their judgment a year old,

or under, and, upon producing such receipt, the party shall be paid and

allowed by the selectmen or treasurer of such town, out of the town stock,

the sum of twenty shillings for ever}- wildcat of one year old or upwards,

and the sum of ten shillings for every wildcat[t] under that age, in the

judgment of the selectman or selectmen and constable before whom the

same shall be brought as afores[ai]d ; and all such paj'ments so made
shall be allowed by the treasurer and receiver-general of the province,

upon his receiving a certificate under the hands of the major part of the

selectmen in such town, and town treasurer where any such be, or town

clerk, which certificate shall be in the following form ; viz.,

—

This may certify that there has b[ee] [i]n paid out of the town stock of A.,

for grown wildcat[t]s, and wiklcat[t]s under a year old, in

or near this town since the day of past, and the heads thereof

brought unto the constiibles of the s[a^]d town, and the ears cut off in pres-

ence of us, as is directed in the act for encouraging the killing of wildcat [t]s,

and so certified unto us, in the whole, the sum of ; which sum
we desire you to allow unto the s[az]d town, by discounting the same to B.C.,

constable, out of the publick assessment committed to him to collect in the

said town. Dated in A. afores[fa]cl, the day of 17 .

^ Selectmen, Toivn

> Treasurer or Town
To the Province Treasurer. S Clerk.


