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to attend the aforesaid commissioners, or such of them as the respective

committees shall appoint.

[Sect. 7.] The charge and expence that may arise in effecting this

affair shall be born and discharged by each government in equal halves.

IFassed April 2, 1731.

CHAPTEK 2.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE ACT ENTITLED, "AN ACT FOE, THE SET-
TLEMENT AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE ESTATES OF INTESTATES."

Whereas, in and by an act made and pass'd in the fourth year of Preamble,

the reign of King William and Queen Mary, entitled "An Act for the 1692-3, chap.i*

settlem[<'«]t and distribution of the estates of intestates," it is among
other things provided, that the apprizement and division of the houses

and lands of any person d3-ing intestate, shall be made by freeholders,

to be appointed and sworn by the judge for the probate of wills and
granting administrations, which practice, by reason of the great dis-

tance of the s[«/]d judge from some such estates, hath been found very
burthensome and expensive ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governonr, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the a^itliority of the same,
That henceforward, when and so often as it shall happen that the Persons to ap.

estate of any person d^-ing intestate shall be more than ten miles dis-
f,nl"tate'^es'^''^*

tant from the dwelling place of the judge of probate for the county tates, tobe

where such estate shall ly[e], it shall be in the power of any one of his ti^eofthe^^'^**

majesty's justices of the peace, for the several counties, to swear the peace, in case,

persons appointed for the purpose aforesaid ; and in case such estate

be more than ten miles distant from a justice of the peace, such jjersons,

as aforesaid, may be sworn by the clerk of the town where the estate

lies, a certificate of such oath taken b,y the justice and clerk, respectively,

to be given into the probate office when the persons appointed and sworn,
as aforesaid, make return of their doings ; any law, usage or custom to
the contrary notwithstanding. \_Passed April 2, 1731.

CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT FOR EXPLANATION OF, AND SUPPLEMENT TO, THE ACT RE-
FERRING TO THE POOR, &c.

Whereas the law for the binding out poor children apprentices, is Preamble,

misconstrued by some to extend only to such children whose parents
'^'^^^'^^' ''^^P- ^•

receive alms ; for explanation whereof,

—

Be it declared and enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council
and Iieprese7it[_ati']ves in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That the selectmen or overseers of the poor in any town Children whose

or district within tJiis province, or the greater part of them, shall take, ^we'to ma'in""'
order, and arc hereby impowered from time to time by and with the *'''" ^'i''™' ^° ^^

assent of two justices of the peace, to set to work or bind out apprentice ''"° ""*'

as they shall think convenient, all such children whose parents shall,
by the selectmen or overseers of the poor, or the greater part of them,
be thought unable to maintain them (whether they receive alms, or are
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chargeable to the place or not) , so as that they be not cessed to publick

taxes or assessments for the province or town charges ; male childrea

till they come to the age of twenty-one j^ears, and females till they come
to the age of eighteen j^ears or time of marriage ; w[//«]ch shall be as

good and effectual in law, to all intents and purposes, as if any such

child were of full age, and by indenture or covenant had bound him- or

herself, or that their parents were consenting thereto, provision therein

to be made for the instructing of children so bound out ; viz., males to

read and write, females to read, as they respectively may be capable.

And the selectmen or overseers of the poor shall inquire into the usage

of children so bound out by themselves or their predecessors, and en-

deavour to delend them from any wrongs or injuries.

And for the better preventing of idleness and loose or disorderly

living,

—

Be it further declared and enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the selectmen or overseers of the poor, or the

greater part of them be, and are herebj^, further impowered, by and
with the assent of two justices of the peace, to set to work all such per-

sons, married or unmarried, able of body, having no means to maintain

them, that live idly and use or exercise no ordinary and daily lawM
trade or business to get their living by.

[Sect. 3.] And no single person of either sex, under the age of

twent3'-one years, shall be suffered to live at their own hand, but under
some orderly family governm[ew]t ; nor shall any woman of ill fame,

married or unmarried, be suffered to receive or entertain lodgers in her

house.

[Sect. 4.] And the selectmen, or overseers of the poor, constables

and tithingmen, are hereby ordered to see to the due observance of this

act, and to complain and inform against any transgressors thereof, to

one or more justices of the peace, or the court of general sessions of the

peace, who are hereby respectively required and impowered, upon due

conviction of the offender or offenders for living idl}^ or disorderly, con-

trar}^ to the true intent of this act, to commit or send such offenders to

the house of correction or workhouse, there to remain and be kept to

labour until they be discharged by order of such justice or justices, or

the court of general sesssons of the peace, unless such person or per-

sons so complained of, shall give reasonable caution or assurance, to the

satisfaction of the justice or court, that they will reform.

Provided,

[Sect. 5.] This act shall not be construed to extend to hinder any

single woman of good repute from the exercise of any lawful trade or

implo3'm[e».]t for a livelihood, whereto she shall have the allowance

and approbation of the selectmen or overseers of the poor, or the major

part of them ; au}^ law, usage or custom to the contrary notwitstanding.

[Sect. 6.] And aiw two justices committing any person or persons,

as afores[ai]d, are hereby impowered, as they shall find cause, to dis-

charge them again.

[Sect. 7.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and from thence to the end of the ses-

sion of the general court then next following, and uo longer. [Passed

April 2
;
published April 5, 1731.


