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fies to the treasurer the quantity and quality of the hemp, he shall also

certify that the owner hath taken the oath appointed by this act to be

taken by the person claiming the bounty allowed in this act.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue in force for the space of five years Limitation to

from the publication thereof, and from thence to the end of the session
^^^^'

of the general court then next following, and no longer. [^Passed

April 2
;
published April 5, 1731.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT IMPOWERING COURTS TO ADJOURN AND REMOVE FROM THE
TOWNS APPOINTED BY LAW FOR HOLDING COURTS, TO OTHER
TOWNS, IN CASE OF SICKNESS BY THE SMALL-POX.

Whereas the several acts of this province for establishing and hold-
]^2f

™^^^"
g

ing the superiour court of judicature, court of assize and general goal

delivery, courts of general sessions of the peace, and inferiour courts of

common pleas in the several counties of this province, and for ascer-

taining the time and place for holding the same, do not impower the

justices of the said courts to adjourn to any other town from those

where the said courts are held according to law, tho' at the same time

the small-pox (being a mortal infectious distemper) may prevail there,

and so endanger the lives and health of many of his majesty's good
subjects obliged to attend said courts, or in a great measure prevent

persons concerned attending, whereby justice may be greatly delayed,

and the subject oppressed,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

That when any of the beforementioned towns shall be visited with Courts to be re

the aforesaid mortal infectious distemper, at the time appointed for of tiie email-

holding said courts, that then it shall be in the power of the justices of P'^^-

said courts to adjourn and remove to one of the next adjacent towns
of safety ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

[Passed April 2, 1731.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF, AND TO PREVENT THE OPPRESSION OF,

DEBTORS.

Whereas the merchandize, trade and business of the province have PreamWe.

been for several years past, and still are carryed on and managed by 1722-23, chap. 14.

bills of publick credit on this province, which have served as a medium
of exchange, and debts, when contracted, were intended by the creditor,

as well as debtor, to be discharged and paid in the bills aforesaid,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

That no debtor, for any debt that have been made and contracted Bills of credit to

from and since the thirty-first day of October last past, or which shall ^^ * *^°*^^''"

be contracted from and after the date hereof, until [1] the thirt3--first

of October which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and fortj^-one (specialties and express contracts in writing
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always excepted), that shall tender satisfaction and payment of his full

debt in good and lawful bills of credit on this province, shall be lia-

ble to have execution served or levied on his person or estate, or be
imprisoned, upon any recovery of judgment to be granted [a] gainst
him for such debt ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith-

standing. \_Passed April 2
;
published April 5, 1731.

CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT FOR DIVIDING THE TOWN OF TAUNTON, AND ERECTING A
NEW TOWN THERE BY THE NAME OF RAYNHAM.

Preamble.

A new town
called Rayn-
bam.

The bounds
thereof.

Minister and
school to be
settled.

Proviso.

Whereas the town of Taunton, within the county of Bristol, consists

of a great number of inhabitants, and the north-easterly part thereof is

competently filled with inhabitants, who have addressed this court to

be set off a distinct and sep[a][e]rate township,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governotir, Conncil and
Representatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That the north-easterly part of Taunton, as hereafter

bounded and described, be and hereby is set off and constituted a sep-

[a][e]rate township, by the name of Raynham ; tlie bounds of the said

township to be as followeth ; viz., on tlie east by Bridg[e] water line;

on the south by Taunton Great-River, including all the land of Lieu-

tenant Ebenezer Robinson on the south-easterly or south side of
s[ai]d river (except that p[ie][ei]ce of land b}^ his saw-mill, near the

furnace, which is in Middleborough precinct) ; thence down said river

to the bounds between the land of Thomas Dean and Nathaniel Wil-
liams, at the place called Shallow Water ; thence on a streight line to the

east end of Prospect Hill, at the going over of the way : including with-

in said new township all the land of Zephaniah Leonard, and that

which wns formerly Capt. James Leonard's, which joyneth to and is

on the west side of said line,—which is to pay his proportion of all pub-
lick charges to said new township,—and excluding the land of Nathaniel
Williams, joining to and on the east side of said line,—which is to pay
his proportion of publick charges to the town of Taunton ; thence to

run northerly by said way to the great cedar swamp at the going in of
the great-island way ; thence to cross said island, and run streight to

Easton line, at the nearest place ; thence to run easterly by s[ai]d Easton
line, until it comes to Bridg[e]water line, first mentioned : and that the

inhabitants of the said lands, as before described, are hereby according-

ly endowed and vested with all powers, privileges, immunit[/e][y]s and
advantages which other towns in this province by law have and enjoy :

pirovided, that the inhabitants of the said town of Raynham do, within

the space of three jcurs from the publication of this act, procure and
settle a learned, orthodox minister, of good conversation, and make
provision for his comfortable and honourable support, and likewise pro-

vide a school-master to instruct their youth to read and write.

Provided, also,—
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the said inhabitants of the s[ai]d town of Rayn-
ham pay their respective proportions of all taxes and town rates that

are already levied or assessed upon the town of Taunton, for charges
hitherto arisen within said town ; and that that part of the land belong-
ing to John King and Philip King, within the bounds herein described,

that ha[^/i] [ve] been heretofore exempted from paying public charges


