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Fund.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most ex-

cellent majesty, as a further fund and security for the drawing in the

said bills by this act ordered to be emitted, a tax of six thousand
pounds, to be levied upon polls, and estates both real and personal,

within this province, according to such rules and directions, and in such
proportion upon the several towns and districts within the same, as

shall be agreed- on and ordered by this court at their session in May,
one thousand seven hundred and thirt^'-four, and paid into the treas-

ury on or before the last da}' of December, then next 'following.

\_Passed and published April 24, 1731.

CHAPTER 18.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT FOR
DUE REGULATION OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES," MADE IN THE
FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THEIR MAJEST[/£;][Y]S, KING WIL-
LIAM AND QUEEN MARY.

Standard of
weights and
measures.
1692-3, chap.
1700-1, chap.
1705-6, chap.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governoicr, Council and Represen-

tlati'jves in General Court assembled., and by the authority of the same,
That the brass and copper weights and measures lately sent out of

England, with certificate out of his majesty's exchequer, to be approved

j^- Winchester measure, according to the standard in the exchequer, be the

6. publick allowed standard throughout this his majesty's province, for the

proving and sealing all weights and measures thereb}'. And the constables

of every town throughout this province, not alread}^ supplied, shall with-

in three months next after the publication of this act, provide, upon the

[the] town's charge, one bushel [1], one half-bushel [1] , one peck, one half-

peck (comformable as to bigness to the s[«i]d standard, and of the

same breadths as are already mentioned in an act made in the twelfth

year of the s[ai]d King William, intitled "An Act in addition to the

Act for due regulation of weights and measures"), as also one ale quart,

one wine pint and half-pint, one ell, one yard, one set[t] of brass

weights to four pounds (after sixteen ounces to the pound), with fit

scales and steel beam[s], tried and proved by the afores[ai]d standard,

and sealed with a seal, of the letters, P. M., (which shall be kept for

that purpose) , by the province treasurer, or some other person in his

presence, and by his order, which s[ai]d weights and measures shall be
kept and used onl}^ for standards in the several towns ; and the s[ai]d

treasurer is hereby authorized and required to do the same, for which
he shall receive from the constables of each town, twopence for every

weight and measure tried, proved and sealed as aforesaid ; any law,

usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. \_Passed and pub-
lished April 24, 1731.

Notes. " —By tbe late Dissolution I have given the whole Country the Opportunity of
sending such to represent tlienj as may put an End to the Broils & Confusions in which
you have been so long and so unhappily involved, And I hope you are now come together
to he the happy Deliverers of your Country from the troubles and Difficulties that still

hang over it."

—

Belcher's speech at the ber/inninp ofthe session; Council Records, vol. X V.,p. 4.

This General Court, which assembled Fel)ruary 10, 1730-31, held but one session, and
was dissolved April 24, 1731, having passed eighteen acts, all of which were printed. The
engrossments of chapters 5 and 12 have not been found.

All these acts were submitted, by the Lords of Trade, to Mr. Fane, July 22, 1731, who
reported, October 26, that he had no objection to them in point of law. It appears that
these acts were laid before the Privy Council, August 12, 1731, and by them immediately
referred to the I^ords of Trade. The latter met on the twenty-sixth of the same month,
and agreed to consider the acts " so soon as M'" Fane shall have made his Report thereupon
to the Board." After Mr. Fane's report was received, chapter 16 was again referred to


