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thereof to be paid by the buj'er, and the otlier half by the seller ; and ^f?^?*y ^° '^^^^

in case any sworn cnller shall, directly or indirectly, receive any bribe ° "
'^^^'

or gratuity from an}' party, or any other person or persons, such sworn

culler, being convicted thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty

pounds.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 10.] That it shall be lawful for any sworn culler to go on Penalty for

any place where fish is cured, to cull it ; and if any owner or curer of sworn 'cullers.

fish shall refuse to let any lawful culler go to his rock or place of curing

fish, to cull it, if desired by the purchaser or shipper of fish,, he shall

forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds for every parcel of fish that he

shall refuse to sufter to be culled by such indifferent culler ; and he shall

not be allowed to confine the culling of his fish to any particular culler

that he himself shall chuse.

And be it further enacted bij the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 11.] That no merchant or master or other person shall ship Oath to be

any other, than codfish, on board an}^ ship or vessel that loads mer- diing and rof-

chantable fish, than what is merchantable, unless the said master make X^ped^^'^
oath before the impost officer, at his clearing with him, of what quan-

tities of middling or refuse codfish he had taken or ship'd on board said

vessel for himself or any other person ; and the impost officer is hereby

ordered not to clear any ship or vessel laden with fish, until the master

has made oath as aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 12.] That all forfeitures and penalties arising by force and disposition of

vertue of this act (not otherwise disposed of therein), shall be one half

to the poor of the place where the offence shall be committed, and the

other half to the informer, or to him or them that shall sue for the same
in any of his majestj-'s courts of record within this province ; any law, •

usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

[Sect. 13.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Limitation.

five years from the publication thereof, and no longer. \_Passed June
11 ;

published August 18.

CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE KILLING OF WILDCATS.

Whereas there hath been of late, in several places within this prov- Preamble,

ince, great mischiefs and damages done by certain beasts of prey, called

wildcats, killing and devouring sheep, lambs and other useful and
profitable creatures,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sent\_ati'\ves in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, when Method to be

any person or persons shall kill any wildcat within this province, and kiuing^o/wiki!
bring the body thereof unto the constable of the town in which such cats.

wildcat shall be killed, or to the constable of the town next adjacent to
the place where such wildcat was killed (if it be without the bounds of
any township), the constable, in the presence of one or more of the
selectmen, shall cut both ears from off" the head of such wildcat ; and
such selectman or selectmen and constable shall give the party a receipt
for the said wildcat, expressing whether it be, in their judg[e]m[e>?.]t,
a year old or under ; and upon producing such receipt, the party shall

be paid and allowed, by the selectmen or treasurer of such town, out of
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the town stock, the sum of twenty shillings for every wildcat of one year
old or upward[.s], and the sum of ten shillings for every wildcat under
that age, in the judg[e]m[en]t of the selectman or selectmen and con-

stable before whom the same shall be brought, as aforesaid.
Premium for FSect. 2,] And all such iDayments so made shall be allowed by the
killing of -wild- I- -J

. 7^4-1 • 1 • . .
•'

cats to be paid treasurer and receiver-general oi the province, upon his receiving a cer-

of thcfprovince.'"
tificatc Under the hands of the major part of the selectmen in such town,

and town treasurer (where any such be), or town clerk ; w[/w]ch certifi-

cate shall be in the following form ; viz.,

—

Form of the
certificate.

This may certify, that there has been paid out of the town stock of A

,

for grown wildcats, and wildcats under a year old, in or near
this town, since the day of past, and the heads thereof

brought unto the constables of the said town, and the ears cut off in presence of
us, as is directed in tlie act for encouraging the killing of wildcats, and so cer-

tified unto us, in tlie whole, the sum of , w [/«?:] ch sum we desire you
to allow unto the said town hj disco [M/i] [mp]ting the same to B. C, consta-

ble, out of the publick assessment committed to him to collect in the said

town, Dated in A., aforesaid, the day of , 17 .

^ ^^'>Selectmen, (^"iTown Treas[tire']r

( or ^^^Town Clerk,

To the Province Treasurer.

Towns empow-
ered to assess
inhabitants for

said premium.

Limitation.

And be it further enacted by the authority ajbresaid,

[Sect. 3.] That the selectmen of each town, respectively, shall be,

and hereby are sufficiently authorized and impowered to assess the in-

habitants of their town, jearly, in due proportion, as near as they can,

such sum and sums as theyshall judge necessary to answer the payments
to be made out of the town stock, as aforesaid, together with other

charges of the town, and to cause the same to be collected in manner
as is by law directed for the gathering of town rates.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force five j^ears from
the publication thereof, and no longer. [^Passed June 11 ;

published

August 18.

CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF SIX THOUSAND
EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN POUNDS; AND FOR ASSESSING A
TAX OF TWENTY POUNDS LAID ON THE TOWN OF WESTOWN FOR NOT
SENDING A REPRESENTATIVE ; AND ALSO FOR APPORTIONING AND
ASSESSING ONE OTHER TAX OF FOUR THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND
NINE POUNDS SIX SHILLINGS, PAID THE REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE
YEAR 1730-31 ; AND A FURTHER TAX OF ONE THOUSAND POUNDS EMIT-
TED AND APPROPRIATED FOR THE PAYMENT OF HIS MAJESTIE'S
COUNCIL IN THIS PRESENT YEAR, 1730-31.

Whereas the great and general court or assemblj^ of the province

of the Massachusets Bay in New England, at their session, begun
and held at Boston on Wednesday, the thirty-lirst of Ma,y, 1721, and
continued by adjournment to Cambridge, unto the sixth day of June
following, did pass a grant of tax on polls and estates, for the sum of

five thousand pounds ;* and at their session held at Boston upon
Wednesday, the twenty-third da}^ of November, 1725,f did pass one

other grant of a tax on polls and estates, for the further sum of ten

thousand pounds ; and at their session begun and held at Boston on
Wednesday, the twenty-fifth day of May, 172G,J did pass one other

* Notes to 1721, resolve («.) f Notes to 1725-26, resolve {b.) % Notes to 1726-27, resolve(a.)


