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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE First day of December, A.D. 1731.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT FURTHER TO EXEMPT PERSONS COMMONLY CALLED QUAKERS,
WITHIN THIS PROVINCE, FROM BEING TAXED FOR AND TOWARDS THE
SUPPORT OF MINISTERS.

"Whereas some inhabitants of tliis province, called Quakers, refuse Preamble,

to pay any part or proportion of such rates or taxes as are from time to i'29-30, chap. 6.

time 'assessed for the support of the ministry in the several towns

whereto they belong, alledging a scruple of conscience for such their re-

fusal, and c'omplain[/9)f/] of the difficulties in complying with the acts

made for their relief ; and thereupon frequent applications have been

made to this court for redress,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Coiincil and

Rejoresentlati'jves in General Court assembled, and by the authority of —

^

the same, ^

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, none of
Q^J^^^^fJ^f^^f^

the persons, commonly called Quakers, who alledge a scruple of con- taxis for minis.

science as the reason of their refusal to pay any part or proportion of lug'Cusesf''''

such taxes as are from time to time assessed for the support of the min-

ister or ministers of the churches established by the laws of this prov-

ince, in the town or place where they dwell, shall have their poll, or es-

tate real or personal, in their own hands and under their actual im-

provement, taxed towards the support of such minister or ministers,

nor for the building of any meeting-house or place of publick worship.

And to the intent that it may be the better known what persons are

of that perswasion, and who are exempted b}' this act,

—

Be it enacted by the authority ((foresaid,

[vSect. 2.] That the assessors of each town where any of the said Method for

Quakers live, or their lands in their own actual improvem[eH]t ly, shall aro"Q'u"ikm-8.**

annually, sometime before the twentieth day of July, take a list of all

such persons and forthwith transmit the same to the clerk of the town,

which list shall be entered on the record of such town by the clerk, who
is hereby impowered and directed to enter the same accordingly, that

so any of the people called Quakers, or any members of their society

thereto appointed ma}' view such list, and have a copy thereof, if they

desire the same, paying only sixpence therefor ; and if any person of

that denomination shall be omitted in such list by the assessors taken,

and the assessors shall be certified thereof in Avriting, under the hands
of two principal members of that perswasion, appointed thereto by the

respective societies some time before the tenth day of August then next

after, that such persons not inserted in their list they believe to be con-
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Tax taken off

from the Quak-
ers to be as-

sessed on the
other inhab-
itants.

Limitation.

scientiously of their perswasion, and that they do frequeutlj* and usually

attend theii* meetings for the worship of God, on the Lord's day, the

assessors shall also exempt the said persons so omitted, and their es-

tates in their actual managem[en]t and improvem[e>i]t, as well as all

others inserted in the said lists, from all rates and taxes by the said

assessors to be made for the support of the minister or ministers in their

towns, or for erecting places of publick worship.

Aiid be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ ^.

[Sect, 3.] That the assessors in each town or precinct respectively,

be and hereby are enabled and impowered to assess and levy in propor-

tion to the province tax, the whole ministerial rate as by contract or by
order of the general sessions of the peace, in the respective counties,

according to law ; or the sums that shall be granted by the inhabitants

of any town or precinct, for the erecting or repairing a publick place

for the worship of God, at a meeting of the said inhabitants qualified

to vote in town affairs regularly convened, on the persons and estates

of all others, living and lying within such town or precinct, not ex-

pressed in the list given to the town clerk or added thereto as afore-

said.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That all persons exempted by this act as aforesaid, from
pa3'ing their part of an}' town, parish or precinct taxes assessed for and
towards any settlement or support of the ministers of the churches es-

tablished by the laws of this province, or towards the building and
repairing of an}' meeting-house for the publick worship of God, Avhere

the}' are inhabitants, shall be and hereby are debarred from voting in

any such affairs ; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith-

standing.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the gen-

eral assembly, and no longer. \_Passed December 24
;
published De-

cember 27.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS MAJESTY'S COUN-
CIL, AND THE REPRESENTATIVES SERVING IN THE GENERAL COURT.

Preamble.

1726-27, chap. 13.

Councillors al-

lowed ten shil-

lings per diem
for their ser-

vice.

1692-3, chap. 44.

Representa-
tives allowed
Biz shillings per

Whereas the members of his majest^-'s council, and the representa-

tives serving in the general court, are necessaril}^ exposed to considera-

ble expence in travelling to and from the place where the court is hold-

en, as well as during the time of their actual attendance on the publick

service,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governoiir, Council and liepresent-

[_ati^ves in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] Tliat from the beginning of the session of this court in

May last, unto the end of the several sessions thereof, until May next,

each of the members of the council shall be entitled to ten shillings

per diem, in bills of credit, to l)e paid out of the publick treasur}', upon
Avarrant accordiug to the directions of the royal charter ; certilicate to

be given b}' the secretary of the number of days of such members' at-

tendance and travel to and from the court, twenty miles to be accounted
a day's travel.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That for and during the aforesaid term, each representa-

tive serving in the general court, shall be entitled to six shillings per


