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justs debts, owing by such persons, which were contracted before their

distraction, out of the personal estate of such id[t][e]ot, persons non
compos or distracted, or, in case tliat be not sufficient, then out of the

real estate ; being first impowered to make sale thereof, or of such part

thereof as is sufficient for that end, b}?^ the justices of the superiour

court of judicature, upon application made to them therefor.

[Sect. 6.] And in case the said distracted persons shall come or be

restored to their right mind, the residue of his or her estate, both real

and personal, shall be delivered or [^^•eturned'] [resturred] to them or to

their respective heirs, executors or administrators as the law directs, the

guardian or guardians having first such a reasonable allowance out of

the same for their charges and trouble as the judge of probate shall

order.

A7id be it furtJier enacted by the cmtJiority aforesaid,

[Sect. 7.] That the guardian or guardians appointed as aforesaid,

shall give bond to the judge of probate for the time being, in a reason-

able sum, with sufficient sureties, for the faithful discharge of the trust

in them reposed, more especially for the rendering a just and true ac-

compt of their guardianship, Avhen and so often as they shall be there-

unto required.

[Sect. 8.] Saving, always, the right of appeal to the govern[oM]r

and council, as is practiced in other cases from the sentences or decrees

of the judges of probate.

[Sect. 9.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and from thence to the end of the

session of the general court in May next following, and no longer.

[^Passed February 2
;
2')ublished February 3, 1731-32.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT FOR THE AUTHORIZING COMMISSIONERS TO DETERMINE THE
WESTERN BOUNDARY OF THAT PART OF THIS PROVINCE FORMERLY
THE COLONY OF PLYMOUTH, AND THE COLONY OF RHO [A]D[£] ISLAND
ADJO[r!NING.

Preamble.

CommisBioncrs
to settle the line
between the
Massachusetts
and Rhode Is-

land Colony.

Whereas of late years there Tias been a claim made by the govern-

m[en]t of Rho[a]d[e]" Island, of the jurisdiction of a tract of land, and

the inhabitants thereof, lying to the eastward of Patucket River, al-

tho of a long time the same has been under this governm[ew]t and of

the ancient colony of Pl^-mouth ; and the general court of Rlio[a]d[e]

Island having chosen Col[l]. Willet of West Chester, Col[l].

Isaac Hix and Mr. James Jackson of Flushing, all in the province of

New York, on their part, and have proposed that this court should join

the like number of disinterested persons to hear and determine this

controversy ; wherefore, for the deciding of this dispute,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sent\_ati'\ves in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That Rogei- Wolcot of Windsor, Ozias Pitkin of Hart-

ford, Esqrs., and Mr. Joseph Fowler of Lebanon, all of the colony of

Connecticut, are hereby desired and are fully authorized and impow-
ered to meet with the said Col[l]. Willet, Col[l]. Hix and Mr. Jackson
in such place and at such time as the said Roger Wolcot and the said

Col[l]. Willet shall appoint, then and there to order, agree, settle and

determine under whose jurisdiction or governm[c''7i]t the said tract of

land shall be and remain hereafter ; and the agreement and determina-

tion under the hands and seals of the said commissioners or the major
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part of them, and delivered to a committee of this court to be appoint-

ed to attend the said commissioners, shall be binding and conclusive

on this province forever.

And be it farther enacted by tJie authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That in case it should so happen that the said commis- Commissioners

sioners or tlie major part of them shall not agree, so as to give up their o°her°person, in

award or determination to the committee aforesaid, then and in such case ''^*^-

they or the major part of them present shall and may choose another disin-

terested person of any of the neighbouring governm[eH]ts, to join with

and decide the said controversy as full}' as if the [said] person was named
in this act : provided^ always, that the inhabitants on the said land do, in Proviso,

the mean time and until such determination be deliver'd as aforesaid, pay
all taxes that have been or shall be laid on them and their lands, accord-

ing to the laws of this province ; the said inhabitants having been sub-

jected in like manner ever since their first settlem[ew]t : 2^^'ovided, also,

the general assembl}' of the colony of Rho[a]d[e] Island come into an
act like to this in substance, \^Passed February 2

;
published February

3, 1731-32.

CHAPTER 16.

AN ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF THREE
THOUSAND AND EIGHT HUNDRED POUNDS FOR THE PAY[M£iVr][ING]
OF FRANCIS WILKS, Esq'., FOR HIS PAST SERVICES AS AGENT FOR
THIS PROVINCE, AND TO ENABLE HIM FURTHER TO PROCEED AND
SOLICIT THE AFFAIRS OF THIS GOVERNMENT.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
se?^^[a^^]'yes, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That the sum of three thousand and eight hundred £3,8oo granted

pounds in bills of credit now lying in the hands of the treasurer, and theagentr"^

received by taxes, impost, excise, &c., shall be emitted and employed
for the ends and uses aforesaid ; viz., the sum of eight hundred pounds,
part of the aforesaid sum for the discharging and paying a grant of the

said sum made this session to Francis Wilks, Esq., in consideration of

his past good services in the agency for this province ; and the further

sum of three thousand pounds to be employed, so much of it as is nec-

essar}-, for the purchasing of bills of exchange to the value of seven hun-
dred pounds sterling, to be remitted and made payable to the s[ai]d
Francis Wilks, Esq''' agent for this province, to be employed for the use
of this governm[en]t, to enable him to proceed and carry on the publick

affairs of this governm[«i]t, according to such orders as he shall from
time to time receive from this court, and to be accountable for the

same ; which said sum shall be emplo}'ed for no other ends and uses

whatsoever than those before mentioned, and the remainder, if any
there be, to ly in the treasury for the further order of this court ; the

said bills to be issued out of the treasury by warrant under the hand
of the governo[u]r with the advice and consent of the council, and to

pass out of the treasury at the value therein expressed, equivalent to

money, and shall be so taken and received in all publick payments.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect, 2.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most excel- Fund,

lent majest}', as a fund and security for the drawing in of the bills bj'

this act ordered to be emitted, a tax of three thousand eight hundred
pounds, to be levied on polls, and estates both real and personal within
this province, according to suclurules and directions and in such pro-
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